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Printed on Recycled Paper 

Web Site: SwanseaIl.org 

Municipal Directory  
 

Web Site: www.swanseail.org 
 Admin E-mail:  

swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building & Zoning E-mail: 

swanbnz@swanseail.org 
 

Police Department  

Non-Emergency - 233-8114 

Email: swanseap@swanseail.org 
 

Fire Department  

Non-Emergency - 233-0456 

Engine House: 234-3291 
 

Building & Zoning: 355-0280 
 

All Other Departments 

General access number 

234-0044 
Mayorôs Office, Village Clerk 

Administration, Utility Billing, 

Public Works 
 

Office Hours:  8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Monday - Friday 
 

BUILDING LOCATIONS  
Police Department 

 Government Center 

& Building and Zoning  
1400 N. Illinois Street 

 

Fire House # 1: 1350 N. Illinois St. 

 Fire House # 2: 144 Huntwood Rd. 
 

Street Garage: 215 Service St. 

Wastewater Plant: 209 Service St. 

Holiday Trash Schedule 
  

Due to the Sunday, New Yearôs 

Day, holiday trash service will run 

as normally scheduled.  Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day, January 16th, 

is not a holiday for trash service,  so 

there will be no delay in service.  

Village of Swansea Holiday Closings 
 

The Village of Swansea Government offices and non-emergency services 

will be closed for New Yearôs Day on Monday, January 2, 2012 and for 

Martin Luther King Day on Monday, January 16, 2012. 

ATTENTION LANDLORDS 
 

This past summer, the Swansea Board of Trustees enacted a 

comprehensive ordinance on residential rental properties.  One of the 

requirements of the ordinance is that all landlords annually register with 

the Village.  The deadline for registration for 2012 was December 31, 

2011.  Registrations received after January 15, 2012 will have a $25.00 

late fee charged.  Registration is required for all residential rental units, 

regardless if it is a single family rental home, duplex 

or apartment complex.  The registration form is very 

simple and is available for download on the Villageôs 

website www.swanseail.org.  The registration fee is 

$10.00.  If you have any questions, contact the 

Village Building Department office at 355-0280.  

THANK YOU DON LANTER  
 

Don Lanter recently submitted his letter of resignation as a member of the Swansea Park 

Board.  You ask what is the big deal about that?  Well, it marks the end of an era.  Don 

has given over 50 years of volunteer service to the parks of Swansea.   
 

Over the years Don has made many friends and each one has a Don story to tell.  Here 

are a few reflections and comments from some of Donôs many friends.   
 

You asked me about Don Lanter and his connection to Swansea parks and the Park 

Board.  My recollection goes back before the Village of Swansea even had a park to 

maintain.  The property enclosed by Caseyville Ave. and Shae Fries Dr. and the entrance 

to Mel Price Park at pavilion #1 was once the only public playground area in Swansea.  

It belonged to St. Clair County but with their permission was converted to a ball 

diamond and small playground area that was maintained by a group of individuals 

known as the Swansea Park Association.  Don was a valued member of this group that 

would meet weekly in the summer to mow grass, keep up the ball diamonds and 

playground area.  He arranged to get concrete donated for the pavilion that was later 

redone as pavilion #1 in Mel Price Park.  Don was always available for any fund raising 

needed for the park from selling raffle tickets to making and selling turtle soup at the 

park.  He also donated time as did the other members to operate a snack shack where the 
  

Continued on Page  2 
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Continued from Page 1:  restrooms are now near the pavilion, selling candy, soda and other snacks during Little League baseball 

games to help raise money for the parks.  His ultimate sacrifice for the park came one summer day when a Saturday clean-up of the 

area was in progress.  A group of us were cleaning out the weeds in the lower area of the park and burning it to gain more ground 

for the playground.  Don stayed well away from us because he was very susceptible to poison ivy.  However, what he did not 

comprehend is that the smoke from the fire was just as bad as being in touch with the plant itself.  The next day the greater portion 

of Don was covered with a poison ivy rash that no one would wish on your worst enemy.  Don always had the Village of Swansea 

and especially public parks and playgrounds in mind for the children and citizens of Swansea.  Later because of liability issues and 

no insurance available for the organization, the Village of Swansea took over the ball diamond and the playground for 

maintenance.  Don mentioned many times how great it would be if the Village could take over all the ground owned by the County 

in the area for a larger park.  I am sure he was glad to see it finally happen and was glad to put in all the time and effort he did in 

the future on the Village of Swansea Park Board just as he did with the small group that originally maintained the small plot of 

ground that started the whole thing.  It was fun working with Don and the rest of the members of the organization and I for one am 

proud to consider Don Lanter a valued friend of mine and the Village of Swansea.  Rich Schobert 
 

When Don Lanter was asked to be on the Park Board he hit the ground running.  He was involved in many projects in the park.  

Don helped make patterns and build the roofed picnic tables.  He was quite involved with the Christmas decorations and displays at 

the park.  He volunteered his time and effort in the success of numerous Camelot Auctions.  He was always involved with the 

Memorial Day services in the park.  Annually, Don helped plant the flowers which made the park beautiful.  Donôs great ñget to itò 

attitude and knowledge of ñhow toò were called upon frequently.  Carl Tempel 
 

I am very sorry to hear that Don has decided to step down from the Swansea Park Board.  Donôs long and unselfish contributions 

to the Village of Swansea are what make this Village the best place to live.  Donnie deserves a rest after all of the hard work he has 

done for Swansea.  We will all miss this fine unassuming gentlemanôs help.  Wish we had about 7 more like him.  Chip Gray 
 

Everyone that enjoys the Swansea Parks can thank Don Lanter for the contributions he has made over several decades.  Don gave 

his time and labor without ever getting paid, not because his efforts are worthless, but rather because people like Don are priceless.  

Jim Rauckman 
 

Don, your dedication to Swansea and its parks is a prime example of how we as individuals working with others can make positive 

strides to make our Village a better place to live and raise our families.  Thank you Don for your belief in the future of the parks in 

Swansea, your hard work, your determination, your sense of humor, and most of all Don, thank you from all of us for being a 

friend.   Bill Saak 
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Jack Schmitt Ad 

Swansea Improvement Association 

Hall For Rent  

Weddings 
Anniversaries 

Meetings 
Accomodate up to 300 people 

  
 
 
 

       

277-6331 
301 Service Street 

          Swansea, Illinois  

Fish Fry Every Friday. 

Chicken Special Every  

Saturday 11 am to 8 pm. 

 
 
 
 

Explore Swansea Open House  
Wednesday, January 18th  

4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Thompson Civic Center at Mel Price Park 

 
Explore Swansea will be a comprehensive pedestrian and bicycle facility plan for the Village of Swansea. Stop 
by the Open House to find out more information and add your thoughts and ideas to the planning process. 
Area vendors such as Bike Surgeon, Bicycle World and others will be there as well.  

 
Unable to attend? Still want to help out? 
 Take the Explore Swansea Survey!! 

 
Surveys are available at the Government Center and online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
ExploreSwansea. Your input is greatly appreciated, results from the survey and open house will be 
used when creating the Explore Swansea plan.  
 
Support for this project is provided by the Village of Swansea, Southwestern Illinois Resource Conservation 
and Development, Illinois Department of Transportation, and Trailnet. This project is a match program for the 
Regional Plan for Sustainable Development.   

YY OUOUôôRERE   II NVITEDNVITED ! !   

BELLEVILLE EAST LANCER BANDS - JANUARY  
 

Jan  6 & 31 -  Jazz Bands at Home Basketball Games 
Jan  7 BEBOP TRIVIA NIGHT @ Eastôs Cafeteria.  

Doors open 6:30, Trivia starts 7:00 p.m.  $85 per table, 
Mulligans, 50/50 Drawing, No alcoholic drinks, No 
smoking. 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place cash prizes. 

Jan  13 & 14  - SIUE Bi State Band Festival   
Jan  17 - Annual 8th Grade Honor Band Concert 
 

Jan  23 - IMEA Preview Concert (Jacob Kellogg Music) 
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In Your Corner 
 

A word from your Trustee 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

 

Is this the year that the people of this great nation will pull together and overcome the problems we have faced the last few years?  

No one person or one group can accomplish this task.  We as a nation, a state, a county, a village, a citizen, should look seriously at 

what we can do to make a positive impact on our lives and the lives of others.  Too many times our attentions are focused on 

whatôs wrong.  We need to focus on the positive and what is good for our Village and its citizens.  We should understand that it is 

by no means wrong to disagree on an issue as long as we can agree to disagree, but then move toward a solution through 

compromise and common sense decisions for the betterment of our Village.   
 

As in any community, Swansea is only as good as the citizens who live and work within its boundaries and the positive effort they 

give to make things happen.  There are many ways to do that; some requiring little time and effort and some requiring very active 

rolls, all for the benefit of our Village.  Being a Swansea Trustee, I have had to look at what happens in the Village in a diff erent 

way, knowing that what I do affects citizens and businesses alike.  It isnôt that difficult but it does take time to study the issues 

while trying to make decisions based on information gathered and common sense.  If one of the elected positions is something you 

are interested in, now is the time to gather information by attending board meetings and getting information from the web site or at 

the Government Center.   Also, being a member of one of the advisory boards or committees might be of interest.  Check those 

possibilities at the Government Center also.  Other good choices would include The Swansea Patriots, Chamber of Commerce, 

Rotary Club, Lions Club, or become involved with a neighborhood watch.  For the high school age we have the Youth 

Government Council.  Most of these organizations are listed in the Swansea Report with times and locations of the meetings. Or 

you can contact the Government Center. 
 

Letôs make 2012 the year we help make Swansea a better place to live, work, and play.  May your 2012 be happy, healthy, and 

prosperous.   

     Bill Saak 
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TODD & MARKôS AUTO REPAIR, INC. 
 

1219 Caseyville Avenue 

Swansea, IL 62223 

618-233-9923 
 

 

 

Auto Repairs & Tires 

 

Foreign and Domestic 

 

Thanks to the help of many, our second month as 

an official drop site for the Cell Phones for Soldiers 

program has been a great success!!!  To date we 

have collected:  105 cell phones, 107 phone 

chargers, 34 phone cases, and 11 hands free 

headsets. 
 

The EPA estimates that if Americans recycled 100 

million phones, we could save enough energy to 

power more than 194,000 U.S. households for a 

year.  It is estimated that fewer than 20 percent of 

cell phones are recycled and most people do not 

know where to recycle them. 
 

Bring them to the Government Center and we will 

make sure your donation benefits those who are 

serving overseas.  For more information please 

contact Carol at 234-0044 or visit 

www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com. 

 

Keep up the good work Swansea!! 

Edward Jones  ® 

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING  

www.edwardjones.com   Member SIPC 

Steve Voss  
Financial Advisor 
2695 North Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL 62226 
618-236-7789 

 

 
 

Swansea Family  
Christmas Program 

  

Once again, through the generosity of Swansea 

residents and business owners, the Village of 

Swansea Family Christmas Program received 

numerous donations to assist more than 80  Swansea 

families (260 individuals) who applied for assistance 

before Christmas. 

 

Contributions were extremely generous this year, and 

none of the funds were used for program 

administration.  Donations were used to purchase gift 

cards from Schnucks and Aldiôs, and to purchase 

extra toys to make sure every child received a gift. 

 

In addition to monetary donations, the Christmas 

program also received donations of gift cards, toys, 

batteries, smoke detectors and carbon monoxide 

detectors from several individuals and organizations. 

 

The Board of Trustees and the employees of the 

Village wish to thank everyone who participated in 

any way to this special community project. 
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Procedures and Schedules 
 

The Village is divided into seven snow-removal routes, 

each served by a dump truck with a salt spreader and 

plow.  First, the Public Works crews spread salt, which 

melts the snow if the temperature remains above 20 

degrees.  When about two inches of snow has fallen, the 

crews retrace the routes with the snowplows, returning 

as necessary depending on the depth of the snow. 
 

Where should I park my vehicle? 

Vehicles that are parked along snow routes will be 

towed if they are not moved before plows arrive. 

Once snow routes are plowed, crews begin working on 

less traveled streets, working progressively down a 

priority list to those least traveled, or those that serve the 

fewest number of homes.  To maximize efficiency, a 

plow may pass down one street and turn to go down 

another without immediately plowing the other half of 

the first street. 
 

If there is a heavy snowfall? 

A heavy and lengthy snowfall may require that plows 

continue to go over the main streets, intersections, and 

snow routes in order to keep them clear.  Residential 

streets may be delayed until the storm slows and plows 

can leave the snow routes.  
 

Please be aware that unfortunately, some snow will be 

plowed in front of some driveways and sidewalks that 

have just been cleared.  This may require residents to go 

back outside after the plow has passed and clear the end 

of the driveway again.  Secondly, to prevent possible 

damage to your mailbox, ensure it does not hang out 

into the roadway.  The closer it is to the road, the more 

likely it is to be damaged by the snow pushed aside by 

the plow.  Within Swansea there are also State 

Highways that the State of Illinois crews are responsible 

for clearing.  County roads and Township roads must be 

cleared by the respective crews, but private roads and 

parking lots are the ownerôs responsibility. 

 
 

New E-Waste Recycling Law  

in the State of Illinois 
 

Effective January 1, 2012 a new law in the State of 

Illinois will effectively BAN several types of 

electronics being dumped at a landfill.  The law 

establishes a statewide system for recycling and/or 

reusing computers, monitors, televisions, and 

printers discarded from residences by requiring 

electronic manufacturers to participate in the 

management of discarded and unwanted electronic 

products.   
 

Currently, there are multiple collectors and 

recyclers in the Metro East Area. 
   

The following list of electronics will be banned 

from landfills  beginning January 1st, 2012: 

A local drop-off site will be at the SAVEôs facility 

for developmentally disabled adults at 620 N. 

Illinois St., Belleville.  Open from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Monday - Friday.  For additional information on 

dropping off at SAVE, please call 618-234-8037. 

Televisions 

Monitors 

Printers 

Computers (including  

tablet computers) 

Electronic Keyboards 

Facsimile Machines 

Videocassette 

Recorders 

Portable Digital Music 

Players 

Digital Video Disc 

Players 

Video Game Consoles 

Small Scale Servers 

Scanners 

Electronic Mice 

Digital Converter 

Boxes 

Cable Receivers 

Satellite Receivers 

Digital Video Disc 


