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Page 3 
Swansea Family Christmas 

Program  
Every year, the “Swansea Family 
Christmas” program provides 
assistance during the holidays... 

Page 4 
Santa Visits 

Santa will be arriving this year at 
the Thompson Center (1501 
Caseyville Ave, Swansea, IL  

Page 5  
Chief’s Corner 

Officer Kemper-Damm Promotion to 
Swansea Police... 

Page 6&7 
Consolidated Election 

Information  
The Consolidated Election, which 
is to be held on Tuesday, April 6, 
2021, will include the election of 
specific offices... 

Page 8  
Lighted Christmas Parade 

It is with great pleasure the 
Swansea Fire Dept. has 
announced… 

REFERENCE THE COMMUNITY 
CALENDARS ON PAGES 10 & 11 

TO REFERENCE EVENTS, 
IMPORTANT DATES AND 

MEETINGS.  

WHAT’S INSIDE 
THIS MONTH 

What does it cost to 

OPEN TO PUBLIC 
Hall For Rent 
 Weddings

 Anniversaries
 Meetings

Houses Up To 300 People. 
Call 277-6331 for details.  

_____________________________ 

ILLINOIS GAMING AVAILABLE 
PROVIDIED BY A. P. GAMING 

WHERE WINNERS GO TO PLAY! 

Swansea Improvement Association 

216 Service Street, Swansea, IL  

Fish Fry Every Friday, Chicken Every Saturday, 11:00  A.M. 
to 8:00 P. M. Swansea Fish Stand Ph.: 222-7171 

 Daily Drink
Specials

 Gun Raffle
Monthly

 Queen of
Hearts
Drawing

Voted BND  
Readers Choice 
#1 Fish Fry 5 
Years Running! 

BBoouull  AAvveennuuee  TTrraaiill  aanndd  TTrraaiillhheeaadd  PPaarrkk    
The Village of Swansea has committed itself to be a leader in providing     
multimodal transit options to the residents and visitors of the Village, and has 
further embraced a 21st century approach to project development. The Boul  
Avenue Trail and Trailhead park has created an excellent connection for the  
residents of Old Town Swansea and the students of High Mount 
School. School children were walking along the shoulder of Boul Avenue and 
crossing the street at random locations to access Mel Price Park for after 
school ball practices, and the adjacent subdivisions.  The Village and their 
partners have ensured that both the school children and the nearby     
underserved segment of the  
community can safely access 
education, shopping, the Metro 
Bus system, the MetroBikeLink, 
and Metrolink.  
The Village leadership has taken 
a stance to redevelop Old Town 
Swansea, this vision and    
leadership has been exemplified 
by the Boul Avenue Trail and 
Trailhead project.  Over the 
past several years the Village of 
Swansea has partnered with High 
Mount School, Bi-State    
Development, St. Clair County, the St. Clair County Transit District, and the 
Illinois Department of Transportation in the development and     
implementation of the Boul Avenue Trail project and the Boul Avenue      
Trailhead Park project. These simultaneous projects, which   involved funding 
from both a EWGW/federal TAP grant and a local MEPRD grant are the    
epitome of collaboration. In addition, to 
the aforementioned   project partners, 
the Village worked with the Army Corps 
of Engineers and the Illinois    
Department of Natural Resources    
Office of Water Resources to develop 
the park project adjacent to the 1%  
annual chance regulatory floodplain 
and complied with all Local, State, and  
Federal Laws.  

To further the multimodal    
developments in Old Town Swansea 
the Village has applied for grant     
funding to construct a new pedestrian 
crossing at IL Rte 159 and Boul    
Avenue, and is preparing a grant to     
construct sidewalks along the west side 
of IL Rte 159 from Boul Avenue to IL 
Rte 161. 

CONTACT US TODAY…  
To preserve this prime ad space 

every month if you want.  
(618) 234-0044

Or email
swanadmn@swanseail.org 
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Swansea Community Calendar - December 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
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27 28 29 30 31 
The Swansea Report is published every other 
month by the Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul 
Avenue, Swansea, Illinois, as a community 
service to our residents and businesses. 

Copyright by the Village of Swansea, Illinois. 
Reproduction, or the use,  

in any manner and without permission,  
of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
Mailed free to all addresses within Swansea.  

For information on advertising or news stories, call 
234-0044, Monday - Friday, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Swansea Park Board 
Mtg.  7:00am - Norman 
Lehr  
Swansea Patriots Mtg. 
8:00am—Norman Lehr  

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Wednesday, Dec. 23rd. While he may 
be busy at other times re-checking his 
list, he will be at his new Swansea 
home each Saturday and Sunday 
from 12PM – 5PM and Monday 
through Friday from 5PM – 8PM. 
This year will also see a new setting, 
new changes, and cleaning processes 
to ensure all guests and Santa’s 
helpers have a healthy and happy 
Christmas season. Masks and 
temperature checks will be required to 
participate with an all-new safe, 
socially distanced, and affordable 
photo experience that will still wow 
kids and parents alike. 
Of course, Santa could always use a 
little extra help this time of year. If you 
are able and interested, please 
contact Marilyn Neumeyer at: 618-363
-8694.

LLiikkee  SSwwaannsseeaa’’ss  FFaacceebbooookk  
PPaaggeess  
Check out Swansea’s Facebook 
Pages to stay tuned in regarding 
events and projects in the Village as 
well and public safety updates. And 
don’t forget to give them a thumbs up! 

 Community and Economic
Development

 Swansea Fire Department

 Swansea Police Department

BBuurrnniinngg  UUppddaattee  
Burning will be allowed December 2nd  
through December 16th only on  
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9 
AM to 4 PM.  

the collection of refuse and 
recyclables will shift one day for 
Thursday customers-Thursday on 
Friday and Friday on Saturday. Yard 
waste collection will not be affected.  

JANUARY: 

Fri., Jan 1st in observance of New 
Years Day, and on Monday January 
18th, in observance of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.  New Year’s Day 
holiday will also affect trash and 
recycling collection for residents. 
Those with a normal collection day 
on Friday, will have collection on 
Saturday instead.  Yard waste 
collection will not be affected. The 
last day for yard waste for the year 
before it starts back up in April will be 
Thur., Dec 31st.  

SSwwaannsseeaa  FFaarrmmeerrss  MMaarrkkeett  
The Swansea Farmer’s Market 12th 
season has come to a close. The 
market had many of its vendors from 
the past and many new ones. We 
had an average of 20 vendors each 
Thursday. Every Thursday seemed to 
offer something new. Thank you to all 
who supported the market and to 
those who make it possible each 
year.  Visit and like Swansea 
Farmers Market Facebook page as:  
Swansea Farmers to stay up-to-date 
on the Market.  

SSaannttaa  CCllaauuss  IIss  SSttiillll  
CCoommiinngg  TToo  TToowwnn      
Santa will be arriving this year at the 
Thompson Center (1501 Caseyville 
Ave, Swansea, IL 62226) located 
across the street from Mel Price 
Park. Santa will begin visits on 
Saturday, Nov. 28th through 

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  CCeenntteerr  
CClloosseedd  FFoorr  TThhee  FFoolllloowwiinngg  
HHoolliiddaayyss  LLiisstteedd  BBeellooww    
Refuse Collection Also 
Delayed For Some Holidays 
The Swansea Government Center 
and all non-emergency services of 
the Village will be closed on the 
following holiday’s:  

NOVEMBER: 

Wed., Nov 11th in observance of 
Veterans’ Day.  Waste Collection will 
not be affected by the Veterans’ 
Holiday.  

Thurs., Nov 26th and Fri., Nov 27th in 
observance of the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. Republic Services observes 
Thanksgiving Day as well so the 
collection of refuse and recyclables 
will shift one day for Thursday 
customers-Thursday on Friday and 
Friday on Saturday. Yard waste 
collection will not be affected.  

DECEMBER: 

Thurs., Dec 25th in observance of 
Christmas Day. Republic Services 
observes Christmas Day as well so 

News Briefs 

ADVERTISE IN THE SWANSEA REPORT! 
Specific ad dimensions and prices are as follows: 

1/8 page “Business Card ” = 2” high x 3.7” wide:   $ 70.00 
1/4 page vertical = 4.1” high x 3.7” wide:    $ 120.00 
1/4 page horizontal = 2” high x 7.5” wide:    $ 120.00 
1/2 page horizontal = 4.1” high x 7.5” wide:    $ 240.00 

  Contact Us Today… 
To preserve this prime ad space… every month if you want. 

234-0044
Or email swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 PM @ the Swansea 
Moose 

Swansea Christmas Program Dec. 1st thru 4th @ Norman Lehr Center 9:00—3:00 

Swansea Fire Department Lighted Christ-
mas Parade Dec 4th & 5th 

Santa Visits Nov 28th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun &  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 

Santa Visits Nov 29th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun &  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 

Santa Visits Nov 29th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun &  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 

Santa Visits Nov 29th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun 
&  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 
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This Prime 1/4 or 1/8 Page 

Swansea Community Calendar - November 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

71 2 3 4 5 6 

8 9 10 11 12 
 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19
 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 

Swansea Park Board 
Mtg. 7:00am - Nor-
man Lehr  
Swansea Patriots 
Mtg. 8:00am—
Norman Lehr 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Every year, the “Swansea Family Christmas” program provides assistance during the holidays to many local Swansea 
residents in need, by providing a holiday dinner and/or gifts. The program is completely funded by donations from 
generous residents, local businesses and civic organizations, and administered by volunteers. The Village provides a 
point of contact to help those volunteers effectively reach residents in need. Last year, 62 Swansea families received 
assistance.  

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 PM @ the 
Swansea Moose  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP 
If you would like to help with this effort 
please consider making a donation to the 
program this year. Donations typically come 
from individuals, families, neighborhood as-
sociations, civic organizations, churches and 
businesses.  

Monetary donations are greatly appreciated. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 we will not be 
able to accept any outside purchased items 
this year. The monetary donations allow the 
volunteers to purchase gift cards which in 
urn allow families in need to purchase specif-
ic gifts for their children or to buy food for a 
holiday meal.  

Checks in any amount can be made payable 
to the “Swansea Family Christmas Fund” 
and mailed or delivered to the Swansea 
Government Center, 1444 Boul Ave. Please 
do so no later than Friday, Dec 4th. Please 
call the Village with any questions at 234-
0044. 

IF YOU NEED HELP 
If because of job loss, illness, or some other reason, you may not be able to provide 
Christmas gifts or a decent meal for your family and could use some assistance, 
please let the Village know. 

There are generous individuals, businesses, and organizations in Swansea who are 
willing to help individuals and families in these situations. The Village assists that 
effort by gathering information from residents who need help, and then providing 
that information to volunteers who distribute gift cards and donations to those fami-
lies. 

In order to be eligible, applicants must be: 

 Swansea residents

 Have a genuine need

 Provide current proof of residency and identification.

PLEASE READ– NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR! Applications will be accepted in 
person at the Norman Lehr  Center, 1500 Caseyville Avenue, Swansea, IL 62226. 
9:00 am and 3:00 pm, on the following dates: Tues, Dec. 1st, Wed., Dec. 2nd, 
Thurs., Dec. 3rd, and Fri. Dec. 4th. No late applications will be accepted. 
Applicants should bring both: A current, valid driver’s license or State I.D. card  AND 
a current public aid card, or current power, water, or sewer bill showing the same 
name and Swansea address as proof of residency. No applications will be accepted 
at the Swansea Government Center.  

Santa Visits Nov 28th to Dec 23rd @ 
Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat 
& Sun and from  5PM to 8PM Monday 
through Friday 

Govt. Center Closed Govt. Center Closed 

Govt. Center Closed 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs

We have TWO Swansea Locations, 
waiting for you!   

Come Visit Us  
Or for More Info, go to 

www.FulfordHomes.com 

◄ Accepting New Patients
◄ New Extended Hours

618.236.0501 
Emergency # 618.632.0501 

www.cornerstonedentistry.net 

4121 Old Collinsville Road 
Swansea, IL  62226 

Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S. 
Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S. 

Eagle Scout Project 
Carter Schnarre is a 
Boy Scout with Troop 
52. He is an 8th grader
at Wolf Branch School.
His total project cost
$2,100.00. He would
like to thank everyone
who donated to help him make this
project a success. He requested to
help spruce up the Swansea Fire
Dept Engine House #1 landscaping.
He proposed an entire new land-
scape design around the firehouse
and a design around the marquee
sign. This project took 179 volunteer
hours. Carter said, “He wanted to do
something that improves the appear-
ance of the community.” As a thank
you to all the first responders of
Swansea, he was happy to complete
his Eagle Scout project for them.

News Briefs 
Use Caution When 
Buying and Selling  
Items Through Social 
Media Sites  
Swansea is a very safe place to live, 
work and play. We have amazing 
bike trails and phenomenal parks, in 
fact, some of the best in the entire 
state. But, Swansea is no different 
than any other town, village or city in 
the St. Louis Metro East area…we 
have our crime problems. Statistically 
the crime rate is very low especially 
with one of the lowest crime rates in 
the area. My opinion is this is mostly 
due to the great residents we have. 
Many residents watch out for their 
neighbors and call us when anything 
suspicious happens. That’s what 
good neighbors are supposed to do. 
Recently we had an armed carjack-
ing near Green Haven in Swansea.  
A female had placed her vehicle for 
sale on Facebook Marketplace. Two 
males arranged to test-drive the   
vehicle and came to her house. She 
got in the car with them and one of 
the males held a gun to her head and 
forced her out. There are more de-
tails to this and we are very sure it 
was a traumatizing event for this 
young lady. We tell you this story to 
give you simple tips on how to avoid 
this: 
Never, ever sell anything at your 
house where people come over that 
you do not know. 
Arrange to meet them at the 
Swansea Police Department parking 
lot.  It is all under video surveillance.  
Bad guys don’t like to go near cops.  
Especially us.   
Bring a friend.  A big one if you can.  
Maybe someone who lifts weights or 
looks mean.  A mother-in-law will do.  
Stop in our lobby and let us know first 
and we will provide extra eyes and 
ears to watch.  An officer might even 
be on the parking lot.   
If they do not show up for the ar-
ranged meeting or are hesitant… well 
then you have your answer! 
Understand that virtually every out-

of-area buyer is a fraud.  Guaran-
teed.   
Don’t give out your personal infor-
mation.   
Don’t accept checks or money or-
ders…they can easily be faked. 
Don’t accept partial payments.  
If the potential buyer wants time to 
consider and comes back later, fol-
low the same procedures.  Don’t get 
careless the second time around and 
let your guard down. 
Trust your gut. The suspects will 
have fake social media pages and 
made up identification.   
Always think safety and expect the 
worse, but don’t live that way.   
Above all, be safe and watch out for 
your neighbors, friends and family. 
Call us if you need us. We will be 
there! 
Steve Johnson 
Chief of Police 

If Your Sewer System 
Backs Up, Call The  
Village First 
A friendly reminder to residents: call 
the Village first if your sewer system 
starts to backup.  
Because storm water can infiltrate 
the sanitary sewer system during 
periods of heavy rain, that additional 
water can overload the system and 
cause it to slow down or backup. It 
generally will do so into low lying 
basements. Residents who have ex-
perienced that before probably rec-
ognize the signs, or have installed a 
check valve to prevent backups. 
On non-holidays, Mon - Fri, 8:00am - 
4:30pm, call 234-0044, and Govern-
ment Center staff will dispatch Public 
Works. After hours and on week-
ends, call 233-8114. A police dis-
patcher will answer, but explain that 
you need Public Works to respond to 
a sewer backup and they will route 
your call or message.  

The Swansea Report 
is also posted on the 
website at: 
www.swanseail.org 

VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFO 

Swansea Government Center 
1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 
www.swanseail.org 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-355-0280 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 
Engine House: 618-234-3291 

Village of Swansea Officials 
President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 
Village Clerk Lauren O’Neill 
loneill@swanseail.org 
Treasurer John Walter 
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 
mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald 
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian McGuire 
bmcguire@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer mneumey-
er@swanseail.org 
Trustee Jeff Parker 
jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian Wells 
bwells@swanseail.org 

If emailing multiple officials it may be best to also 
include swanadmn@swanseail.org among those 
email addresses so staff can help coordinate any 
requested response.

News Briefs 
Before After 

Before 

After 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs

We have TWO Swansea Locations, 
waiting for you!   

Come Visit Us  
Or for More Info, go to 

www.FulfordHomes.com 

◄ Accepting New Patients
◄ New Extended Hours

618.236.0501 
Emergency # 618.632.0501 

www.cornerstonedentistry.net 

4121 Old Collinsville Road 
Swansea, IL  62226 

Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S. 
Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S. 

An article in the March issue of the 
Swansea Report regarding the 
pending increase in trash sticker 
prices, prompted numerous tele-
phone calls, emails and visits to the 
Government Center as residents 
sought some understanding into 
why the increase was as high as it 
is. Prices are slated to increase on 
May 1, 2020 at $4.49 per sticker 
($22.49 a sheet)  

The questions prompted additional 
details in this issue to try to help 
ensure that residents understand 
and have accurate information. 

First the background...The Village 
has a unique volume based pricing 
system for the disposal of residen-
tial solid waste. Since residents are 
charged for each trash can placed 

Residents Question Increased Cost of Trash Stickers 

  Contact Us Today… 
To preserve this prime ad space… 

every month if you want. 

234-0044
Or email swanadmn@swanseail.org 

(Continued from page 4)………….

than Allied Waste / Republic Ser-
vices, and the contract was award-
ed to them. 

In 2014, as the Village considered 
extending that contract, Republic 
Services made an offer to the Vil-
lage. That offer was to not increase 
the sticker prices as previously bid 
in the optional 4th and 5th years, 
but to hold the year three price of 
$2.95 per sticker for those two 
years as well. In exchange, Repub-
lic asked that the contract be ex-
tended for 10 years rather than 2, 
and submitted prices for each of 
those extra years.  

That proposal was discussed in 
committee and Village Board meet-
ings in March and April of 2014. 
Multiple perspectives were offered 
and considered by Trustees, and in 
the end the majority of the Board 
members voted to pass a resolution 
on April 7, 2014 that extended the 
previous 3-year contract for 10 
years, thus establishing the prices 
for single stickers, annual stickers, 
and yard waste services through 
April 2024. Those prices for single 
stickers are reflected in the table on 
page 5.   

As you can see, the price of $2.95 
per sticker (tables to the left) in year 
three of the previous contract was 
in fact held at that same level for 
the first two years of the new con-
tract extension. Yet in year three - 
the year that is about to begin on 
May 1, 2016 - the sticker price 
jumps to $3.84 and that change 
caught the attention of many. 

Still, some trustees noted that while 
the increase is significant and may 
have alarmed some residents, the 
May 1, 2016 price from Republic is 

nearly equal to the price that Waste 
Management would have charged 
at the beginning of their contract, if 
they had won the bid five years ago.  

So while no one welcomes such a 
significant increase, in comparing it 
to other possibilities residents have 
been paying lower rates for some 
time. And while the increase is 
around 30% for this one year, in-
crease in the years beyond that are 
already set and closer to 3% or 4%. 

Under Swansea’s system residents 
still have some control over costs. 
For example, any recyclable items 
currently put in your trash could go 
into the recycling bin instead, there-
by lowering the volume of trash, 
which might mean you use less 
stickers.   

Our system is especially appreciat-
ed by senior citizens, older couples 
or individuals who do not need to 
put out trash every week.  It there-
fore costs them less than a typical 
system where everyone pays the 
same, regardless of how much 
trash they generate, and where they 
pay something towards subsidizing 
the larger trash generators.  

Single use stickers will remain on 
sale at the current price of $4.32 a 
sticker ($21.60 a sheet)  through 
April 30th and will still be honored 
by Republic Services after May 1st. 
They can be purchased at the Gov-
ernment Center, Schnucks in 
Swansea Plaza,  or ZX Gas  Station 
at 2400 N. Illinois St. A new annual 
sticker would need to be purchased 
at the new price for service begin-
ning May 1, 2020. Annual stickers 
were available starting the last 
week of April.  

The Swansea Report 
is also posted on the 
website at: 
www.swanseail.org 

for trash stickers are part of that 
process. 

Bid prices in 2011 were for a three 
year contract (through Apr 2014) 
with the possibility of two one-year 
extensions (through April 2016). 
Only two companies submitted bids 
in response to that request for pro-
posals. The individual sticker pric-
es, as bid are outlined in the table 
below. It is obvious, that the Waste 
Management bids were far higher 
(Continued on Page 9)………. 

out for collection - but recyclables 
are collected at no charge - there is 
a built-in incentive to recycle. It has 
been very effective. Since the start 
of the program Swansea has     
regularly diverted over 30% of the 
waste stream from landfills. And 
recycling has been a natural part of 
the lives of an entire generation. 

The Village issues one license to 
one company to provide those ser-
vices and the prices to be charged  

VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFO 

Swansea Government Center 
1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 
www.swanseail.org 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-355-0280 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 
Engine House: 618-234-3291 

Village of Swansea Officials 
President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 
Village Clerk Lauren O’Neill 
loneill@swanseail.org 
Treasurer John Walter 
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 
mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald 
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian McGuire 
bmcguire@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer mneumey-
er@swanseail.org 
Trustee Jeff Parker 
jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian Wells 
bwells@swanseail.org 

If emailing multiple officials it may be best to also 
include swanadmn@swanseail.org among those 
email addresses so staff can help coordinate any 
requested response.

BIDDER AS OF 2011 
RFP 

THRU 
4/12 

THRU 
4/13 

THRU 
4/14 

THRU 
4/15 

THRU 
4/16 

Waste Management $3.80 $3.90 $4.00 $4.10 $4.20 

Allied / Republic Serv $2.73 $2.84 $2.95 $3.07 $3.19 

Allied / Republic Serv 2.95 2.95 Negotiated revision to prices... 

CONTRACTOR 

THRU 
4/15 

THRU 
4/16 

THRU 
4/17 

THRU 
4/18 

THRU 
4/19 

THRU 
4/20 

THRU 
4/21 

THRU 
4/22 

THRU 
4/23 

THRU 
4/24 

Allied / Republic 2.95 2.95 $3.84 $3.99 $4.15 $4.32 $4.49 $4.67 $4.86 $5.05 

Understanding the History May Also Help With Understanding Board Decisions 
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No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future.

Corey Stelling 
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News Briefs 

Your affordable assisted living community... 
fully certified to operate through the 

Illinois Supportive 

Living program 

CHIEF’S CORNER 
Night #2 (Dec 5th) 
6:30pm: Twilight Terrace Subdivision

6:40pm: Wolf Creek Subdivision 

7:00pm: Wolf Branch and Wildhorse 

Meadows Subdivision 

7:55pm: Grand Manor Subdivision 

8:00pm: Stonefield Crossing Subdivi-

sion 

8:10pm: The Chateau’s at Woodfield 

8:25pm: Bristol Hill Subdivision 

8:45pm: Sullivan Farms Subdivision 

8:55pm: Larkin Meadows Subdivision 

9:05pm: Cambridge House 

9:10pm:  Willow Walk Subdivision 

9:25pm: Fairfield Manor Subdivision 

9:45pm: Polo Run Subdivision 

7:10pm: Kingsbury, Westgate, Meta 

7:15pm: N. 17th, N. 16th, N. 15th, Kin-

sella 

7:25pm: Mel Price Park 

7:35pm: Service St, Helen St., Clara St. 

7:40pm: Castle Acres Subdivision 

7:55pm: Creekside Subdivision 

8:05pm: Lake Lorraine Subdivision 

8:20pm: Crossfield /Woodfield Lake 

Estates 

8:40pm: Knolls @ Woodfield 

8:50pm: Castle Pines Subdivision 

8:55pm: Barrett Lake Subdivision 

9:05pm: New McDonald Mobile Home 

Park 

9:15pm: Rosewood Subdivision 

9:30pm: Metro Landing 

9:35pm: Old McDonald Mobile Home 
Park 

Officer Kemper-
Damm 
Promotion to 
Swansea Police 
SERGEANT. 

It is my honor to 
speak about 
Officer Breanna 
Kemper-Damm 
and her 
promotion to 
Sergeant at the Swansea Police 
Department. 

Officer Kemper-Damm started her 
career with us in September 2014. 
During her probationary period, she 
immediately demonstrated numerous 
qualities essential to this profession: 
dedication, initiative, hard work, 
resilience, and leadership. She 
continues to display these qualities 
while being a champion for victims and 
the disadvantaged and tirelessly 
working for the citizens of this 
community and her colleagues within 
the Village. 

More importantly, Officer Kemper-
Damm is a dedicated mother and wife. 
She has 3-year old Braxton and almost 
3-month old Brecken with her husband,
Jamie, a dedicated police officer with
another department. In addition to her

responsibilities at home and here at the 
police department, Officer Kemper-
Damm found the time and energy to 
earn her Ph.D. through St. Louis 
University. Many times after her long 
night shifts ended, officers would catch 
her sleeping in her personal car in our 
parking lot for a quick snooze, only to 
wake up shortly thereafter to get to her 
classes to complete her doctorate. 
Officer Kemper-Damm is clearly driven 
and goal-oriented. Her effort and 
commitment to excellence are 
unquestionable. She continues her 
passion to learn as she routinely 
requests to attend in service trainings 
to make herself the best officer she can 
be. 

With her promotion, Officer Kemper-
Damm will become the youngest officer 
to become a sergeant in the history of 
our agency. In 6 years of service, she 
has accomplished much:  

• Established and co-directs the Police
Department Explorer Program
• Received an Alliance Against
Intoxicated Motorists Award
• Certified Crisis Intervention Officer
• Member of the department Bike Patrol
Unit for community safety &
engagement
• Serves as a volunteer department
liaison for the Special Olympics and

Girl Scouts of America 
• Serves as the department volunteer
representative at numerous community
events and meetings
• Received the Officer of the Year
Award in 2018 and 2019 as voted by
her colleagues

I am extremely proud of Officer Kemper
-Damm and her accomplishments thus
far and I am so very excited to see
what she will accomplish going forward.
It is an honor to work with someone
who consistently does things the right
way in everything she does, and who
strives to make a positive impact on her
community and her colleagues.

She embodies the very motto of our 
department: Integrity, Teamwork, 
Service, and Leadership. On behalf of 
Mayor Leopold, Chief Johnson, our 
police commissioners, and our 
department, thank you for everything 
you have done and we look forward to 
everything you will accomplish in your 
new role. 

Congratulations on a promotion so well 
deserved! 

Deputy Chief Matt Blomberg 

Swansea Fire Dept. 
Lighted Christmas    
Parade 
It is with great pleasure the Swansea 
Fire Dept. has announced they will be 
able to host the lighted Christmas pa-
rade—Covid 19 edition. They will be 
bringing Santa to all of the residents of 
Swansea over two nights-December 
4th & 5th. They have made their best 
effort to travel through all the neigh-
borhoods, but some roads are not ac-
cessible for parade traffic. Below is a 
list of dates and times to be watching 
for us. 
Follow Swansea Fire Department on 
Facebook for more information and 
route details: www.facebook.com/
swanseafiredepartment 

*** All times are esti-
mates and subject to 
change*** 

Night #1 (Dec 4th) 
7:00pm: Brackett, N. 1st, N. 2nd 



The Consolidated Election, which is to 
be held on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, will 
include the election of specific offices 
in the Village of Swansea. The offices 
to be filled and the names of the cur-
rent office holders are outlined below:  

President of the Board of Trustees 
One position to be elected, with a four-
year term and current annual salary of 
$15,000. The current President of the 
Board of Trustees is Michael Leopold.   

Village Trustee 
Three positions to be elected, each 
with a four-year term and a current 
annual salary of $7,200. Current trus-
tees with terms expiring on May 1, 
2021 are Matthew Lanter, Richard 
“Rocky” McDonald, and Brian Wells.  

Village Treasurer 
One position to be elected, with a four-
year term and current annual salary of 
$7,200. The current Village Treasurer 
is John Walter. 

Village Clerk 
One position to be elected, with a four-
year term and current annual salary of 
$7,200. The current Village Treasurer 
is Lauren O’Neill. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

The first date to circulate nominating 
petitions is September 22, 2020.  

Candidates must file petitions and all 
related documents at the office of the 
Village Clerk no earlier than December 
14, 2020 and no later than December 
21, 2020, between the normal hours of 
the Swansea Government Center of 
8:00 am and 4:30 pm, provided, how-
ever, that on December 21, 2020, the 
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Office of the Village Clerk will remain 
open until 5:00 pm. 

The Swansea Government Center is 
currently located at 1444 Boul Ave-
nue, Swansea, IL 62226.  

On December 14, 2020, the lobby at 
1444 Boul Avenue, Swansea, IL will 
be opened to the public prior to 8:00 
am.  Per the Illinois Election Code, 
everyone in the lobby at 8:00 am 
and filing a petition for the same of-
fice, will be considered as filing sim-
ultaneously.  

Also, per the Illinois Election Code, 
the order in which candidates will be 
listed on the ballot for the same of-
fice is determined by the order in 
which petitions are filed. In the case 
of simultaneous filings, a public lot-
tery to determine ballot position will 
be held in accordance with the Illi-
nois Election Code, at 5:45 pm on 
December 21, 2020, in the Village 
Board Meeting room, at the 
Swansea Government Center, 1444 
Boul Avenue, Swansea, IL.  

Any updates to this information will 
be posted on the Village of Swansea 
website at www.swanseail.org, and 
in the lobby of the Swansea Govern-
ment Center.   

IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS 

Every candidate or potential candi-
date is responsible for securing a 
copy of the “State of Illinois Candi-
date’s Guide 2021”, issued by the 
State Board of Elections, and mak-
ing themselves familiar with the re-
quirements and process of running 
for public office.  

 What does it cost to Advertise in the SWANSEA REPORT? 

What is it costing you to NOT advertise here? 
 1/8 page (Business Card) at 2” high x 3.7” wide is $70.00 a month or 1.1¢ / mailbox
 1/4 page vertical at 4.1” high x 3.7” wide is $120.00 a month or 1.9¢ / mailbox
 1/4 page horizontal at 2” high x 7.5” wide is $120.00 a month or 1.9¢ / mailbox
 1/2 page horizontal at 4.1” high x 7.5” wide is $ 240.00 a month or 3.8¢ / mailbox

This guide contains all required forms 
for the offices to be filled in the Village 
of Swansea, as well as instructions for 
their completion.   

The guide also contains forms and in-
structions for other elections and public 
bodies unrelated to the Village of 
Swansea and its election. It is the re-
sponsibility of each candidate or poten-
tial candidate to know and understand 
which forms are required and which 
forms to complete and file. 

An electronic version of the “State of 
Illinois Candidate’s Guide 2021” may 
be found on-line at the link  
http://www.elections.illinois.gov. Under 
the “Trending Documents” section on 
the upper right side of the webpage, 
click “View All Top Documents” and 
then select “2021 Candidates Guide”.  
Select it again to download a PDF copy 
of the guide and either print it or save it 
to your computer. 

One hard copy of the Guide will be 
available for review at the Swansea 
Government Center during normal 
hours - at 1444 Boul Avenue, Swansea, 
IL 62226. Please call  the Swansea 
Government Center at (618) 234-0044 
to schedule an appointment to VIEW 
the guide.  

Specific provisions to note within the 
Candidate’s Guide include, but are 
not limited to:  

The preface of the Guide recommends 
that prospective candidates consult with 
competent legal counsel when prepar-
ing their nomination papers. 

Page 18, specifies the first date to circu-
late petitions as September 22, 2020.  

Petitions may NOT be circulated prior 
to that date. 

Page 14 provides a candidate check-
list.  
Pages 15 through 21 outline the in-
structions for Filing For Office to in-
clude but not limited to:  
1. General Filing Information
2. Petition Preparation & Formatting

Petitions – SBE Form P-3 for an
independent candidate or SBE
Form P-8 or SBE Form P-8A for
candidates of a new party

3. Signing and Circulating Petitions
4. Statement of Candidacy - (SBE

Form P-1B for an independent
candidate or SBE Form P-1D for
candidates of a new party

5. Statement of Economic Interests
Receipt- The “Statement of Eco-
nomic Interests” forms are availa-
ble at the St. Clair County Clerk’s
Office. This form is filed with St.
Clair County, and the receipt from
the filing is submitted to the Village
of Swansea. Please see more de-
tails about filing and when receipts
must be filed on page 21;

6. Loyalty Oath (optional) – all candi-
dates (SBE Form P-1C)

7. Campaign Contributions – The
Village of Swansea will provide a
notice of obligation to comply with
the Illinois Campaign Financing
Act form after filing via mail (page
21).

Pages 29 through 3details the form 
number information, qualifications, 
residency, and petition signature re-
quirements, depending upon whether 
the candidate represents a new politi-
cal party, or is an independent candi-
date. 

Note that for Independent Candidates 
there is both a minimum number of 
signatures required and a maximum 
number of signatures allowed on nom-
inating petitions. Based upon the offi-
cial Abstract of Votes for the Village of 
Swansea on file at:  

https://www.co.st-clair.il.us/
WebDocuments/Departments/
CountyClerk/previousResults/2019%
20Consolidated%20Election%
20Abstract%204-2-19.pdf 

There were 1,244 ballots cast at the 
last regular election held on April 2, 

2019. Not less than five percent (5%) 
of those ballots are 63 and not more 
than eight percent (8%) of those bal-
lots are 99. However, since the Illinois 
Statutes require a difference of at 
least 50 between the minimum and 
the maximum, for the Consolidated 
Election on April 6, 2021, the minimum 
number of signatures required on 
nominating petitions for Independent 
Candidates is 63 and the maximum 
allowed is 113 (63+50).  

Page 62 – 66 provides information for 
frequently asked questions. There are 
links within the Guide for the applica-
ble forms. 

s 

Consolidated Election For Village Offices to be held on Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
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be held on Tuesday, April 6, 2021, will 
include the election of specific offices 
in the Village of Swansea. The offices 
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One position to be elected, with a four-
year term and current annual salary of 
$15,000. The current President of the 
Board of Trustees is Michael Leopold.   

Village Trustee 
Three positions to be elected, each 
with a four-year term and a current 
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2021 are Matthew Lanter, Richard 
“Rocky” McDonald, and Brian Wells.  

Village Treasurer 
One position to be elected, with a four-
year term and current annual salary of 
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is Lauren O’Neill. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
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petitions is September 22, 2020.  

Candidates must file petitions and all 
related documents at the office of the 
Village Clerk no earlier than December 
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ever, that on December 21, 2020, the 
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Office of the Village Clerk will remain 
open until 5:00 pm. 

The Swansea Government Center is 
currently located at 1444 Boul Ave-
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On December 14, 2020, the lobby at 
1444 Boul Avenue, Swansea, IL will 
be opened to the public prior to 8:00 
am.  Per the Illinois Election Code, 
everyone in the lobby at 8:00 am 
and filing a petition for the same of-
fice, will be considered as filing sim-
ultaneously.  

Also, per the Illinois Election Code, 
the order in which candidates will be 
listed on the ballot for the same of-
fice is determined by the order in 
which petitions are filed. In the case 
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for the offices to be filled in the Village 
of Swansea, as well as instructions for 
their completion.   

The guide also contains forms and in-
structions for other elections and public 
bodies unrelated to the Village of 
Swansea and its election. It is the re-
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tial candidate to know and understand 
which forms are required and which 
forms to complete and file. 

An electronic version of the “State of 
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the “Trending Documents” section on 
the upper right side of the webpage, 
click “View All Top Documents” and 
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Select it again to download a PDF copy 
of the guide and either print it or save it 
to your computer. 

One hard copy of the Guide will be 
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to schedule an appointment to VIEW 
the guide.  

Specific provisions to note within the 
Candidate’s Guide include, but are 
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The preface of the Guide recommends 
that prospective candidates consult with 
competent legal counsel when prepar-
ing their nomination papers. 

Page 18, specifies the first date to circu-
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Petitions may NOT be circulated prior 
to that date. 
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list.  
Pages 15 through 21 outline the in-
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THE SWANSEA REPORT PAGE 8 NOVEMBER 2020 NOVEMBER 2020 PAGE 5 THE SWANSEA REPORT 

It’s never too early
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future.

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street
Swansea, IL  62226
618-416-7820
robert.stelling@
countryfinancial.com

 

News Briefs 

Your affordable assisted living community... 
fully certified to operate through the 

Illinois Supportive 

Living program 

CHIEF’S CORNER 
Night #2 (Dec 5th) 
6:30pm: Twilight Terrace Subdivision

6:40pm: Wolf Creek Subdivision 

7:00pm: Wolf Branch and Wildhorse 

Meadows Subdivision 

7:55pm: Grand Manor Subdivision 

8:00pm: Stonefield Crossing Subdivi-

sion 

8:10pm: The Chateau’s at Woodfield 

8:25pm: Bristol Hill Subdivision 

8:45pm: Sullivan Farms Subdivision 

8:55pm: Larkin Meadows Subdivision 

9:05pm: Cambridge House 

9:10pm:  Willow Walk Subdivision 

9:25pm: Fairfield Manor Subdivision 

9:45pm: Polo Run Subdivision 

7:10pm: Kingsbury, Westgate, Meta 

7:15pm: N. 17th, N. 16th, N. 15th, Kin-

sella 

7:25pm: Mel Price Park 

7:35pm: Service St, Helen St., Clara St. 

7:40pm: Castle Acres Subdivision 

7:55pm: Creekside Subdivision 

8:05pm: Lake Lorraine Subdivision 

8:20pm: Crossfield /Woodfield Lake 

Estates 

8:40pm: Knolls @ Woodfield 

8:50pm: Castle Pines Subdivision 

8:55pm: Barrett Lake Subdivision 

9:05pm: New McDonald Mobile Home 

Park 

9:15pm: Rosewood Subdivision 

9:30pm: Metro Landing 

9:35pm: Old McDonald Mobile Home 
Park 

Officer Kemper-
Damm 
Promotion to 
Swansea Police 
SERGEANT. 

It is my honor to 
speak about 
Officer Breanna 
Kemper-Damm 
and her 
promotion to 
Sergeant at the Swansea Police 
Department. 

Officer Kemper-Damm started her 
career with us in September 2014. 
During her probationary period, she 
immediately demonstrated numerous 
qualities essential to this profession: 
dedication, initiative, hard work, 
resilience, and leadership. She 
continues to display these qualities 
while being a champion for victims and 
the disadvantaged and tirelessly 
working for the citizens of this 
community and her colleagues within 
the Village. 

More importantly, Officer Kemper-
Damm is a dedicated mother and wife. 
She has 3-year old Braxton and almost 
3-month old Brecken with her husband,
Jamie, a dedicated police officer with
another department. In addition to her

responsibilities at home and here at the 
police department, Officer Kemper-
Damm found the time and energy to 
earn her Ph.D. through St. Louis 
University. Many times after her long 
night shifts ended, officers would catch 
her sleeping in her personal car in our 
parking lot for a quick snooze, only to 
wake up shortly thereafter to get to her 
classes to complete her doctorate. 
Officer Kemper-Damm is clearly driven 
and goal-oriented. Her effort and 
commitment to excellence are 
unquestionable. She continues her 
passion to learn as she routinely 
requests to attend in service trainings 
to make herself the best officer she can 
be. 

With her promotion, Officer Kemper-
Damm will become the youngest officer 
to become a sergeant in the history of 
our agency. In 6 years of service, she 
has accomplished much:  

• Established and co-directs the Police
Department Explorer Program
• Received an Alliance Against
Intoxicated Motorists Award
• Certified Crisis Intervention Officer
• Member of the department Bike Patrol
Unit for community safety &
engagement
• Serves as a volunteer department
liaison for the Special Olympics and

Girl Scouts of America 
• Serves as the department volunteer
representative at numerous community
events and meetings
• Received the Officer of the Year
Award in 2018 and 2019 as voted by
her colleagues

I am extremely proud of Officer Kemper
-Damm and her accomplishments thus
far and I am so very excited to see
what she will accomplish going forward.
It is an honor to work with someone
who consistently does things the right
way in everything she does, and who
strives to make a positive impact on her
community and her colleagues.

She embodies the very motto of our 
department: Integrity, Teamwork, 
Service, and Leadership. On behalf of 
Mayor Leopold, Chief Johnson, our 
police commissioners, and our 
department, thank you for everything 
you have done and we look forward to 
everything you will accomplish in your 
new role. 

Congratulations on a promotion so well 
deserved! 

Deputy Chief Matt Blomberg 

Swansea Fire Dept. 
Lighted Christmas    
Parade 
It is with great pleasure the Swansea 
Fire Dept. has announced they will be 
able to host the lighted Christmas pa-
rade—Covid 19 edition. They will be 
bringing Santa to all of the residents of 
Swansea over two nights-December 
4th & 5th. They have made their best 
effort to travel through all the neigh-
borhoods, but some roads are not ac-
cessible for parade traffic. Below is a 
list of dates and times to be watching 
for us. 
Follow Swansea Fire Department on 
Facebook for more information and 
route details: www.facebook.com/
swanseafiredepartment 

*** All times are esti-
mates and subject to 
change*** 

Night #1 (Dec 4th) 
7:00pm: Brackett, N. 1st, N. 2nd 
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BRINGING THE HELP 
YOU NEED TO THE  
HOME YOU LOVE  

SINCE 1918 

661188--223366--55880000          ||          11--880000--HHOOMMEECCAARREE
Located at 7 Executive Woods, in SWANSEA!  

Ask for SIVNA by name! 
To learn more about us visit: www.sivna.com 

SSoouutthhwweesstteerrnn  IIlllliinnooiiss  VViissiittiinngg  NNuurrssee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn   

News Briefs 
Trustee Steve Pulley will be the 
Master of Ceremonies.  The guest 
speaker this year will be Commander 
Tom McCaw for the Imjin 95th 
Korean War Veterans. This year a 
POW/MIA ceremony will also be 
included within the observances.  
The Swansea Fire Department will 
serve as the color guard.   

The event program includes the 
submitted names of any Swansea 
resident who is a veteran of the 
Armed Services, either retired or 
currently serving.   

All veterans as well as all residents 
and the general public are invited and 
encouraged to attend. 

TTiimmee  IIss  RRuunnnniinngg  OOuutt  TToo  
GGeett  NNaammeess  OOff  VVeettss  IInn  
MMeemmoorriiaall  DDaayy  BBooookklleett  
As it does each year, when the 
Village gathers on Memorial Day to 
honor those who have served and 
sacrificed in service to the United 
States, the event will include a 
booklet with the names of any 

Swansea resident who is a veteran of 
the Armed Services, either retired or 
currently serving. 

To have the name of any such 
person included, please call Marilyn 
Neumeyer at 618-363-8694 or email 
mlneumeyer@att.net as soon as 
possible. 

WWoollff  BBrraanncchh  AAcccceeppttiinngg  
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  FFoorr  
KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn  
Wolf Branch Elementary School is 
now accepting registration for 
students who will enter kindergarten 
for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Parents can register in 
the elementary school 
office any school day 
between 9:00am - 
2:00pm. You may want 
to call the school office 
in advance at 277-
2100 to be sure of 
what documentation 
you will need to 
provide.  See the 
ad on page 10.

IItt’’ss  nneevveerr  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 
618-416-7820
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

MMeemmoorriiaall  DDaayy  
CCeerreemmoonnyy  TToo  BBee  HHeelldd  
MMaayy  2288  AAtt  PPrriiccee  PPaarrkk  
While you are planning your BBQ or 
the official opening of the backyard 
pool, consider making some time on 
the morning of May 28th for the 
Village of Swansea’s annual Memorial 
Day Ceremony. 

The Village will once again honor men 
and women who have served and 
sacrificed in service to the United 
States at the ceremony.  The event 
starts at 10:00 am and is held at 
Melvin Price Memorial Park, 1500 
Caseyville Avenue. 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs

We have TWO Swansea Locations, 
waiting for you!   

Come Visit Us  
Or for More Info, go to 

www.FulfordHomes.com 

◄ Accepting New Patients
◄ New Extended Hours

618.236.0501 
Emergency # 618.632.0501 

www.cornerstonedentistry.net 

4121 Old Collinsville Road 
Swansea, IL  62226 

Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S. 
Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S. 

Eagle Scout Project 
Carter Schnarre is a 
Boy Scout with Troop 
52. He is an 8th grader
at Wolf Branch School.
His total project cost
$2,100.00. He would
like to thank everyone
who donated to help him make this
project a success. He requested to
help spruce up the Swansea Fire
Dept Engine House #1 landscaping.
He proposed an entire new land-
scape design around the firehouse
and a design around the marquee
sign. This project took 179 volunteer
hours. Carter said, “He wanted to do
something that improves the appear-
ance of the community.” As a thank
you to all the first responders of
Swansea, he was happy to complete
his Eagle Scout project for them.

News Briefs 
Use Caution When 
Buying and Selling  
Items Through Social 
Media Sites  
Swansea is a very safe place to live, 
work and play. We have amazing 
bike trails and phenomenal parks, in 
fact, some of the best in the entire 
state. But, Swansea is no different 
than any other town, village or city in 
the St. Louis Metro East area…we 
have our crime problems. Statistically 
the crime rate is very low especially 
with one of the lowest crime rates in 
the area. My opinion is this is mostly 
due to the great residents we have. 
Many residents watch out for their 
neighbors and call us when anything 
suspicious happens. That’s what 
good neighbors are supposed to do. 
Recently we had an armed carjack-
ing near Green Haven in Swansea.  
A female had placed her vehicle for 
sale on Facebook Marketplace. Two 
males arranged to test-drive the   
vehicle and came to her house. She 
got in the car with them and one of 
the males held a gun to her head and 
forced her out. There are more de-
tails to this and we are very sure it 
was a traumatizing event for this 
young lady. We tell you this story to 
give you simple tips on how to avoid 
this: 
Never, ever sell anything at your 
house where people come over that 
you do not know. 
Arrange to meet them at the 
Swansea Police Department parking 
lot.  It is all under video surveillance.  
Bad guys don’t like to go near cops.  
Especially us.   
Bring a friend.  A big one if you can.  
Maybe someone who lifts weights or 
looks mean.  A mother-in-law will do.  
Stop in our lobby and let us know first 
and we will provide extra eyes and 
ears to watch.  An officer might even 
be on the parking lot.   
If they do not show up for the ar-
ranged meeting or are hesitant… well 
then you have your answer! 
Understand that virtually every out-

of-area buyer is a fraud.  Guaran-
teed.   
Don’t give out your personal infor-
mation.   
Don’t accept checks or money or-
ders…they can easily be faked. 
Don’t accept partial payments.  
If the potential buyer wants time to 
consider and comes back later, fol-
low the same procedures.  Don’t get 
careless the second time around and 
let your guard down. 
Trust your gut. The suspects will 
have fake social media pages and 
made up identification.   
Always think safety and expect the 
worse, but don’t live that way.   
Above all, be safe and watch out for 
your neighbors, friends and family. 
Call us if you need us. We will be 
there! 
Steve Johnson 
Chief of Police 

If Your Sewer System 
Backs Up, Call The  
Village First 
A friendly reminder to residents: call 
the Village first if your sewer system 
starts to backup.  
Because storm water can infiltrate 
the sanitary sewer system during 
periods of heavy rain, that additional 
water can overload the system and 
cause it to slow down or backup. It 
generally will do so into low lying 
basements. Residents who have ex-
perienced that before probably rec-
ognize the signs, or have installed a 
check valve to prevent backups. 
On non-holidays, Mon - Fri, 8:00am - 
4:30pm, call 234-0044, and Govern-
ment Center staff will dispatch Public 
Works. After hours and on week-
ends, call 233-8114. A police dis-
patcher will answer, but explain that 
you need Public Works to respond to 
a sewer backup and they will route 
your call or message.  

The Swansea Report 
is also posted on the 
website at: 
www.swanseail.org 

VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFO 

Swansea Government Center 
1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 
www.swanseail.org 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-355-0280 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 
Engine House: 618-234-3291 

Village of Swansea Officials 
President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 
Village Clerk Lauren O’Neill 
loneill@swanseail.org 
Treasurer John Walter 
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 
mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald 
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian McGuire 
bmcguire@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer mneumey-
er@swanseail.org 
Trustee Jeff Parker 
jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian Wells 
bwells@swanseail.org 

If emailing multiple officials it may be best to also 
include swanadmn@swanseail.org among those 
email addresses so staff can help coordinate any 
requested response.

News Briefs 
Before After 

Before 

After 
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This Prime 1/4 or 1/8 Page 

Swansea Community Calendar - November 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

71 2 3 4 5 6 

8 9 10 11 12 
 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19
 

20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 

Swansea Park Board 
Mtg. 7:00am - Nor-
man Lehr  
Swansea Patriots 
Mtg. 8:00am—
Norman Lehr 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Every year, the “Swansea Family Christmas” program provides assistance during the holidays to many local Swansea 
residents in need, by providing a holiday dinner and/or gifts. The program is completely funded by donations from 
generous residents, local businesses and civic organizations, and administered by volunteers. The Village provides a 
point of contact to help those volunteers effectively reach residents in need. Last year, 62 Swansea families received 
assistance.  

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 PM @ the 
Swansea Moose  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP 
If you would like to help with this effort 
please consider making a donation to the 
program this year. Donations typically come 
from individuals, families, neighborhood as-
sociations, civic organizations, churches and 
businesses.  

Monetary donations are greatly appreciated. 
Unfortunately, due to Covid-19 we will not be 
able to accept any outside purchased items 
this year. The monetary donations allow the 
volunteers to purchase gift cards which in 
urn allow families in need to purchase specif-
ic gifts for their children or to buy food for a 
holiday meal.  

Checks in any amount can be made payable 
to the “Swansea Family Christmas Fund” 
and mailed or delivered to the Swansea 
Government Center, 1444 Boul Ave. Please 
do so no later than Friday, Dec 4th. Please 
call the Village with any questions at 234-
0044. 

IF YOU NEED HELP 
If because of job loss, illness, or some other reason, you may not be able to provide 
Christmas gifts or a decent meal for your family and could use some assistance, 
please let the Village know. 

There are generous individuals, businesses, and organizations in Swansea who are 
willing to help individuals and families in these situations. The Village assists that 
effort by gathering information from residents who need help, and then providing 
that information to volunteers who distribute gift cards and donations to those fami-
lies. 

In order to be eligible, applicants must be: 

 Swansea residents

 Have a genuine need

 Provide current proof of residency and identification.

PLEASE READ– NEW LOCATION THIS YEAR! Applications will be accepted in 
person at the Norman Lehr  Center, 1500 Caseyville Avenue, Swansea, IL 62226. 
9:00 am and 3:00 pm, on the following dates: Tues, Dec. 1st, Wed., Dec. 2nd, 
Thurs., Dec. 3rd, and Fri. Dec. 4th. No late applications will be accepted. 
Applicants should bring both: A current, valid driver’s license or State I.D. card  AND 
a current public aid card, or current power, water, or sewer bill showing the same 
name and Swansea address as proof of residency. No applications will be accepted 
at the Swansea Government Center.  

Santa Visits Nov 28th to Dec 23rd @ 
Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat 
& Sun and from  5PM to 8PM Monday 
through Friday 

Govt. Center Closed Govt. Center Closed 

Govt. Center Closed 
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Swansea Community Calendar - December 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

51 2 
 

3 4 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 
The Swansea Report is published every other 
month by the Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul 
Avenue, Swansea, Illinois, as a community 
service to our residents and businesses. 

Copyright by the Village of Swansea, Illinois. 
Reproduction, or the use,  

in any manner and without permission,  
of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
Mailed free to all addresses within Swansea.  

For information on advertising or news stories, call 
234-0044, Monday - Friday, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Swansea Park Board 
Mtg.  7:00am - Norman 
Lehr  
Swansea Patriots Mtg. 
8:00am—Norman Lehr  

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Wednesday, Dec. 23rd. While he may 
be busy at other times re-checking his 
list, he will be at his new Swansea 
home each Saturday and Sunday 
from 12PM – 5PM and Monday 
through Friday from 5PM – 8PM. 
This year will also see a new setting, 
new changes, and cleaning processes 
to ensure all guests and Santa’s 
helpers have a healthy and happy 
Christmas season. Masks and 
temperature checks will be required to 
participate with an all-new safe, 
socially distanced, and affordable 
photo experience that will still wow 
kids and parents alike. 
Of course, Santa could always use a 
little extra help this time of year. If you 
are able and interested, please 
contact Marilyn Neumeyer at: 618-363
-8694.

LLiikkee  SSwwaannsseeaa’’ss  FFaacceebbooookk  
PPaaggeess  
Check out Swansea’s Facebook 
Pages to stay tuned in regarding 
events and projects in the Village as 
well and public safety updates. And 
don’t forget to give them a thumbs up! 

 Community and Economic
Development

 Swansea Fire Department

 Swansea Police Department

BBuurrnniinngg  UUppddaattee  
Burning will be allowed December 2nd  
through December 16th only on  
Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9 
AM to 4 PM.  

the collection of refuse and 
recyclables will shift one day for 
Thursday customers-Thursday on 
Friday and Friday on Saturday. Yard 
waste collection will not be affected.  

JANUARY: 

Fri., Jan 1st in observance of New 
Years Day, and on Monday January 
18th, in observance of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.  New Year’s Day 
holiday will also affect trash and 
recycling collection for residents. 
Those with a normal collection day 
on Friday, will have collection on 
Saturday instead.  Yard waste 
collection will not be affected. The 
last day for yard waste for the year 
before it starts back up in April will be 
Thur., Dec 31st.  

SSwwaannsseeaa  FFaarrmmeerrss  MMaarrkkeett  
The Swansea Farmer’s Market 12th 
season has come to a close. The 
market had many of its vendors from 
the past and many new ones. We 
had an average of 20 vendors each 
Thursday. Every Thursday seemed to 
offer something new. Thank you to all 
who supported the market and to 
those who make it possible each 
year.  Visit and like Swansea 
Farmers Market Facebook page as:  
Swansea Farmers to stay up-to-date 
on the Market.  

SSaannttaa  CCllaauuss  IIss  SSttiillll  
CCoommiinngg  TToo  TToowwnn      
Santa will be arriving this year at the 
Thompson Center (1501 Caseyville 
Ave, Swansea, IL 62226) located 
across the street from Mel Price 
Park. Santa will begin visits on 
Saturday, Nov. 28th through 

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  CCeenntteerr  
CClloosseedd  FFoorr  TThhee  FFoolllloowwiinngg  
HHoolliiddaayyss  LLiisstteedd  BBeellooww    
Refuse Collection Also 
Delayed For Some Holidays 
The Swansea Government Center 
and all non-emergency services of 
the Village will be closed on the 
following holiday’s:  

NOVEMBER: 

Wed., Nov 11th in observance of 
Veterans’ Day.  Waste Collection will 
not be affected by the Veterans’ 
Holiday.  

Thurs., Nov 26th and Fri., Nov 27th in 
observance of the Thanksgiving 
Holiday. Republic Services observes 
Thanksgiving Day as well so the 
collection of refuse and recyclables 
will shift one day for Thursday 
customers-Thursday on Friday and 
Friday on Saturday. Yard waste 
collection will not be affected.  

DECEMBER: 

Thurs., Dec 25th in observance of 
Christmas Day. Republic Services 
observes Christmas Day as well so 

News Briefs 

ADVERTISE IN THE SWANSEA REPORT! 
Specific ad dimensions and prices are as follows: 

1/8 page “Business Card ” = 2” high x 3.7” wide:   $ 70.00 
1/4 page vertical = 4.1” high x 3.7” wide:    $ 120.00 
1/4 page horizontal = 2” high x 7.5” wide:    $ 120.00 
1/2 page horizontal = 4.1” high x 7.5” wide:    $ 240.00 

  Contact Us Today… 
To preserve this prime ad space… every month if you want. 

234-0044
Or email swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 PM @ the Swansea 
Moose 

Swansea Christmas Program Dec. 1st thru 4th @ Norman Lehr Center 9:00—3:00 

Swansea Fire Department Lighted Christ-
mas Parade Dec 4th & 5th 

Santa Visits Nov 28th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun &  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 

Santa Visits Nov 29th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun &  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 

Santa Visits Nov 29th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun &  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 

Santa Visits Nov 29th to Dec 23rd @ Thompson Center -12PM to 5PM  on Sat & Sun 
&  5PM to 8PM Monday-Friday 
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Page 3 
Swansea Family Christmas 

Program  
Every year, the “Swansea Family 
Christmas” program provides 
assistance during the holidays... 

Page 4 
Santa Visits 

Santa will be arriving this year at 
the Thompson Center (1501 
Caseyville Ave, Swansea, IL  

Page 5  
Chief’s Corner 

Officer Kemper-Damm Promotion to 
Swansea Police... 

Page 6&7 
Consolidated Election 

Information  
The Consolidated Election, which 
is to be held on Tuesday, April 6, 
2021, will include the election of 
specific offices... 

Page 8  
Lighted Christmas Parade 

It is with great pleasure the 
Swansea Fire Dept. has 
announced… 

REFERENCE THE COMMUNITY 
CALENDARS ON PAGES 10 & 11 

TO REFERENCE EVENTS, 
IMPORTANT DATES AND 

MEETINGS.  

WHAT’S INSIDE 
THIS MONTH 

What does it cost to 

OPEN TO PUBLIC 
Hall For Rent 
 Weddings

 Anniversaries
 Meetings

Houses Up To 300 People. 
Call 277-6331 for details.  

_____________________________ 

ILLINOIS GAMING AVAILABLE 
PROVIDIED BY A. P. GAMING 

WHERE WINNERS GO TO PLAY! 

Swansea Improvement Association 

216 Service Street, Swansea, IL  

Fish Fry Every Friday, Chicken Every Saturday, 11:00  A.M. 
to 8:00 P. M. Swansea Fish Stand Ph.: 222-7171 

 Daily Drink
Specials

 Gun Raffle
Monthly

 Queen of
Hearts
Drawing

Voted BND  
Readers Choice 
#1 Fish Fry 5 
Years Running! 

BBoouull  AAvveennuuee  TTrraaiill  aanndd  TTrraaiillhheeaadd  PPaarrkk    
The Village of Swansea has committed itself to be a leader in providing     
multimodal transit options to the residents and visitors of the Village, and has 
further embraced a 21st century approach to project development. The Boul  
Avenue Trail and Trailhead park has created an excellent connection for the  
residents of Old Town Swansea and the students of High Mount 
School. School children were walking along the shoulder of Boul Avenue and 
crossing the street at random locations to access Mel Price Park for after 
school ball practices, and the adjacent subdivisions.  The Village and their 
partners have ensured that both the school children and the nearby     
underserved segment of the  
community can safely access 
education, shopping, the Metro 
Bus system, the MetroBikeLink, 
and Metrolink.  
The Village leadership has taken 
a stance to redevelop Old Town 
Swansea, this vision and    
leadership has been exemplified 
by the Boul Avenue Trail and 
Trailhead project.  Over the 
past several years the Village of 
Swansea has partnered with High 
Mount School, Bi-State    
Development, St. Clair County, the St. Clair County Transit District, and the 
Illinois Department of Transportation in the development and     
implementation of the Boul Avenue Trail project and the Boul Avenue      
Trailhead Park project. These simultaneous projects, which   involved funding 
from both a EWGW/federal TAP grant and a local MEPRD grant are the    
epitome of collaboration. In addition, to 
the aforementioned   project partners, 
the Village worked with the Army Corps 
of Engineers and the Illinois    
Department of Natural Resources    
Office of Water Resources to develop 
the park project adjacent to the 1%  
annual chance regulatory floodplain 
and complied with all Local, State, and  
Federal Laws.  

To further the multimodal    
developments in Old Town Swansea 
the Village has applied for grant     
funding to construct a new pedestrian 
crossing at IL Rte 159 and Boul    
Avenue, and is preparing a grant to     
construct sidewalks along the west side 
of IL Rte 159 from Boul Avenue to IL 
Rte 161. 

CONTACT US TODAY…  
To preserve this prime ad space 

every month if you want.  
(618) 234-0044

Or email
swanadmn@swanseail.org 


