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REFERENCE THE COMMUNITY 
CALENDARS ON PAGES 10 & 11 

TO REFERENCE EVENTS, 
IMPORTANT DATES AND 

MEETINGS.  

WHAT’S INSIDE 
THIS MONTH OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Hall For Rent 
 Weddings

 Anniversaries
 Meetings

Houses Up To 300 People. 
Call 277-6331 for details.  

_____________________________ 

ILLINOIS GAMING AVAILABLE 
PROVIDIED BY A. P. GAMING 

WHERE WINNERS GO TO PLAY! 

Swansea Improvement Association 

216 Service Street, Swansea, IL  

Fish Fry Every Friday, Chicken Every Saturday, 11:00  A.M. 
to 8:00 P. M. Swansea Fish Stand Ph.: 222-7171 

 Daily Drink
Specials

 Gun Raffle
Monthly

 Queen of
Hearts
Drawing

Voted BND  
Readers Choice 
#1 Fish Fry 5 
Years Running! 

Proposed Boul Ave and IL Rte 159 sidewalk in Swansea selected for Federal 
TAP Funding. 

The Village of Swansea received notice on March 31st that its grant application for the Boul 
Avenue / IL Rte 159 Sidewalk connector project had been selected for funding under the 
federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). $1.7 million in funding was allocated to 
Illinois and Swansea’s project was one of only five in the state selected from a total of 
twelve applications. The Boul Avenue / IL Rte 159 Sidewalk connector project will create a 
new sidewalk along the northern edge of Boul Avenue, running from the entrance to the 
newly constructed Boul Avenue Trailhead Park to IL Rte 159, and will also feature pedestri-
an crossing on both Boul Avenue and IL Rte 159. The project will also provide a sidewalk 
along the west side of IL Rte 159 heading south. As part of the implementation phase of the 
Old Town Swansea Streetscape Masterplan the project will include streetscape lighting, 
native landscaping, and improvements to the bus stop adjacent to Thompson Gas. Project 
concepts call for the sidewalk to provide residents with safe crossing of IL Rte 159, and di-
rect access to Melvin Price Memorial Park, the MetroBikeLink Trail, and High Mount School. 
The project concepts also provide for a connection to a future sidewalk from Boul Avenue 
to IL Rte 161 on the west side of IL Rte 159. This would serve two purposes: provide a safer 
route for High Mount students who use this route to walk to and from school, or to and 
from athletic events and practices at Price Park; and to connect the neighborhoods around 
Boul Avenue to the regional trail system. Total estimated cost of the project including con-
tingencies, engineering and construction phase services is $577,536. The TAP grant re-
quested just over 50% of that, or $292,182. Creating a safer route for students was the 
initial motivation for looking into a project like this, but connecting people more easily to 
the regional trail system and providing safe crossing of IL Rte 159 is very important. Con-
struction is not likely to begin until the summer of 2022. 
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Swansea Community Calendar - June 2021 
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The Swansea Report is published every other 
month by the Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul 
Avenue, Swansea, Illinois, as a community 
service to our residents and businesses. 

Copyright by the Village of Swansea, Illinois. 
Reproduction, or the use,  

in any manner and without permission,  
of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
Mailed free to all addresses within Swansea.  

For information on advertising or news stories, call 
234-0044, Monday - Friday, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Swansea Park Board 
Mtg.   
7:00am - Norman Lehr  
Swansea Patriots Mtg. 
8:00am—Norman Lehr  

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 p.m.  
Moose Lodge

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

you would like to sponsor a flag or 
are interested in becoming a member 
of Rotary, contact Ed Henrichs at 
(618) 920-0213.

The 2021 Memorial Day Ceremony will 
be held on Monday, May 31 at 10 am at 
Mel Price Park, Caseyville Ave. 

Our speaker will be Jerry Dallape, a 
Vietnam Vet.  

The Village of Swansea Park Board will 
be honoring all Veterans who have 
served for our nation.  

Any Swansea Resident who has served 
can submit their information to 
"mlneumeyer@att.net" for the booklet  

which will be printed for all. 

We will honor all with a speaker, music 
and refreshments.  

Please join us with your family and 
friends.  

The facilities are now being rented in 
a manner that is following State and 
CDC COVID guidance. For more 
information on renting the facilities 
visit www.swanseail.org under  Parks 
and Recreation or call the 
Government Center at 618-234-0044 

GGoovvtt..  CCeenntteerr  CClloosseedd    
MMoonnddaayy,,  MMaayy  3311sstt      

Refuse Collection Also Delayed
The Swansea Government Center, 
all non-emergency services of the 
Village and Republic Services will be 
closed on Monday, May 31st for 
Memorial Day. The collection of 
refuse and recyclables will shift one 
day for all routes, with Monday’s 
refuse and recyclables picked up on 
Tuesday, Tuesday’s picked up on 
Wednesday, Wednesday’s on 
Thursday, Thursday’s on Friday, and 
Friday’s on Saturday instead.  Yard 
waste collection will move from 
Thursday to Friday. 

WWhheerree  DDoo  TThhee  FFllaaggss  
CCoommee  FFrroomm

Ever wonder where the flags come 
from that line Route 159 on various 
Holidays? It's the Rotary Club of 
Swansea putting them out. Donations 
from various businesses are sought 
out and those participating get a flag 
put in front of their business. The 
Swansea Rotary also makes sure all 
the intersections have a large 
presence of our Flag represented.  If 

News Briefs 

ADVERTISE IN THE SWANSEA REPORT! 
Specific ad dimensions and prices are as follows: 

1/8 page “Business Card ” = 2” high x 3.7” wide:   $ 70.00 
1/4 page vertical = 4.1” high x 3.7” wide:      $ 120.00 
1/4 page horizontal = 2” high x 7.5” wide:     $ 120.00 
1/2 page horizontal = 4.1” high x 7.5” wide:     $ 240.00 
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To preserve this prime ad space… every month if you want. 
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Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  
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WOLF BRANCH SEEKING DONATIONS TO BUILD PERMANENT TRIBUTE TO VETERANS 

This Prime 1/4 or 1/8 Page 

Swansea Community Calendar - May 2021 
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6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 p.m.  
Moose Lodge 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am  
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Memorial Day- 
Gov’t Center 
Closed 

In November of 2019, almost 150 veterans were welcomed into the Wolf Branch Elementary School gymnasium for the district’s annual Veterans 
Day Salute.  Following weeks of preparation, the assembly focused on providing the honored guests with an hour of appreciation.  Songs were 
performed, poems were recited, and speeches were read throughout the venue that had been decorated from floor to ceiling with red, white and 
blue banners. 

As part of the festivities, Scott Harres, the district’s superintendent, thanked everyone for their cooperation and flexibility since this year’s festivities 
had to be held in the small elementary gym because the district was waiting on the reconstruction of the Middle School gym following the subsid-
ence occurrence in 2017.  He spoke about how he had envisioned the new building containing an outdoor plaza dedicated to all veterans, but that 
the state funding did not provide for such. 

Shortly after the presentation concluded, one of the veterans approached Mr. Harres to find out more about the plaza he had mentioned.  He asked 
if the school might consider allowing a group of veterans to form a donation committee.  After receiving the board’s approval, and after the district 
and architect approved a layout, the committee officially started meeting in early 2020.  

The committee developed an ambitious plan to solicit pledges by engaging the students, the community, and all veterans.  Their goal was to raise 
all the necessary funding by Veterans Day, 2020.  But before they could activate their plan, the pandemic struck.  All in-person presentations and 
each of the community information meetings had to be canceled.  But yet, the committee chose to proceed and switched to a remote format.  

Unfortunately, due to the impact of the virus, the goal has not been met.  As of the beginning of April, the committee is still hoping to raise the re-
maining 25% of its original $65,000 goal.  According to the committee’s president, James Wilson, “The pledge drive has reached a critical moment 
as the Middle School project is scheduled to finish in July, and the contractor’s prices are more reasonable if the Veterans Plaza can be completed 
while the contractors are still staged at the Middle School.” 

Therefore, the committee asks everyone to consider making a pledge to this worthwhile cause, and to also encourage their friends, neighbors, and 
fellow veterans to do the same.  To access renderings of the Veterans Plaza, visit the link on the school’s website: https://www.wbsd113.org/
article/253027?org=wbsd-113.  A link to the donation form is also located at this website.  In addition, interested donors may also call Steven Duff at 
618-406-4789 with any questions.

Calling all Volunteers! 
Senior Van Drivers Needed 

If Interested please call Doris at 
618-558-1397

Swansea Senior Van now running. 
Please call 618-234-0044 for 
more information and to reserve 
a  pick-up. 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs

We have TWO Swansea Locations, 
waiting for you!   

Come Visit Us  
Or for More Info, go to 

www.FulfordHomes.com 

◄ Accepting New Patients
◄ New Extended Hours

618.236.0501 
Emergency # 618.632.0501 

www.cornerstonedentistry.net 

4121 Old Collinsville Road 
Swansea, IL  62226 

Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S. 
Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S. 

“Service Above Self” 
Rotary Club of Swansea 

 18th Annual 5K Run/Walk 
Saturday, June 5, 2021” 

On Saturday, June 5th Swansea Rota-
ry will sponsor our Eighteenth Annual 
“Service Above Self” 5K Run/Walk.  As 
with many other events in our lives, 
Covid has pressed us in to doing a 
“Virtual 5K” this year.  But it hasn’t 
forced us to change our commitment 
for supporting local college bound high 
school seniors.   Proceeds from the 
event will enable us to present two (2) 
$2,000 college scholarships in honor of 
Chad Wood. 

You can find details and register for the 
5K Virtual Run/Walk by going online at 
www.swansearotary.org.  Entry fees 
are $25.00.  Contact us if you would 
like a copy of our established 5K route 
from prior years. 

For additional information on register-
ing or sponsoring the Eighteenth Annu-
al 5K “Service Above Self” Run/Walk, 
contact Jim Riess at 618-920-9698; e-
mail jmriess87@gmail.com .   

Thank you for your support. 

News Briefs 
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The Swansea Report 
is also posted on the 
website at: 
www.swanseail.org 

“Some police departments up north 
have tested these for a year and have 
reported excellent results.  We are 
grateful Swansea Mayor Mike Leopold 
and Village Board support us in this 
effort to be fiscally responsible and 
help the environment by expelling less 
CO2 into the air.” 

Steve Johnson 

Chief of Police 

(Continued on page 9) 

SWANSEA HYBRID POLICE 

VEHICLES
The Swansea Police Department now 
has three HYBRID 2020 Ford Police 
Interceptor Utility (SUV) vehicles.  The 
new hybrid vehicles are not electric 
vehicles but, using modern technology, 
they greatly save on gas consumption 
and CO2 emissions.  The vehicles cost 
slightly more but that cost is recouped 
the first year in service and over the life 
span significant savings of taxpayer 
dollars is realized.   

Some departments using the vehicles 
report they go from using 8 gallons of 
gas per shift to only 3 gallons of gas 
per shift.  Police vehicles spend a sig-
nificant amount of time idling and can-
not be turned off while in service.  
Why?  Computers, in car cameras, 
GPS, Defibrillators, Narcan, etc. all 
need to be turned on and kept at a cer-
tain temperature.  Officers cannot re-
spond to an emergency call without 
their cameras activated, which takes 
several minutes to boot up to be ready 
if not already activated.   

VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFO 

Swansea Government Center 
1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 
www.swanseail.org 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 
Engine House: 618-234-3291 

Village of Swansea Officials 
President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 
Village Clerk Tyler Thompson 
tthompson@swanseil.org 
Treasurer John Walter  
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 
mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald  
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian McGuire  
bmcguire@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer 
mneumeyer@swanseail.org 
Trustee Jeff Parker  
jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Cary Lewis V 
clewis@swanseail.org 

If emailing multiple officials it may be best to also 
include swanadmn@swanseail.org among those 
email addresses so staff can help coordinate any 
requested response. 

News Briefs 

(Continued on page 4) 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
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 Service for pools/hot tubs

We have TWO Swansea Locations, 
waiting for you!   

Come Visit Us  
Or for More Info, go to 

www.FulfordHomes.com 

◄ Accepting New Patients
◄ New Extended Hours

618.236.0501 
Emergency # 618.632.0501 

www.cornerstonedentistry.net 

4121 Old Collinsville Road 
Swansea, IL  62226 

Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S. 
Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S. 

An article in the March issue of the 
Swansea Report regarding the 
pending increase in trash sticker 
prices, prompted numerous tele-
phone calls, emails and visits to the 
Government Center as residents 
sought some understanding into 
why the increase was as high as it 
is. Prices are slated to increase on 
May 1, 2020 at $4.49 per sticker 
($22.49 a sheet)  

The questions prompted additional 
details in this issue to try to help 
ensure that residents understand 
and have accurate information. 

First the background...The Village 
has a unique volume based pricing 
system for the disposal of residen-
tial solid waste. Since residents are 
charged for each trash can placed 

Residents Question Increased Cost of Trash Stickers 
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(Continued from page 4)………….

than Allied Waste / Republic Ser-
vices, and the contract was award-
ed to them. 

In 2014, as the Village considered 
extending that contract, Republic 
Services made an offer to the Vil-
lage. That offer was to not increase 
the sticker prices as previously bid 
in the optional 4th and 5th years, 
but to hold the year three price of 
$2.95 per sticker for those two 
years as well. In exchange, Repub-
lic asked that the contract be ex-
tended for 10 years rather than 2, 
and submitted prices for each of 
those extra years.  

That proposal was discussed in 
committee and Village Board meet-
ings in March and April of 2014. 
Multiple perspectives were offered 
and considered by Trustees, and in 
the end the majority of the Board 
members voted to pass a resolution 
on April 7, 2014 that extended the 
previous 3-year contract for 10 
years, thus establishing the prices 
for single stickers, annual stickers, 
and yard waste services through 
April 2024. Those prices for single 
stickers are reflected in the table on 
page 5.   

As you can see, the price of $2.95 
per sticker (tables to the left) in year 
three of the previous contract was 
in fact held at that same level for 
the first two years of the new con-
tract extension. Yet in year three - 
the year that is about to begin on 
May 1, 2016 - the sticker price 
jumps to $3.84 and that change 
caught the attention of many. 

Still, some trustees noted that while 
the increase is significant and may 
have alarmed some residents, the 
May 1, 2016 price from Republic is 

nearly equal to the price that Waste 
Management would have charged 
at the beginning of their contract, if 
they had won the bid five years ago.  

So while no one welcomes such a 
significant increase, in comparing it 
to other possibilities residents have 
been paying lower rates for some 
time. And while the increase is 
around 30% for this one year, in-
crease in the years beyond that are 
already set and closer to 3% or 4%. 

Under Swansea’s system residents 
still have some control over costs. 
For example, any recyclable items 
currently put in your trash could go 
into the recycling bin instead, there-
by lowering the volume of trash, 
which might mean you use less 
stickers.   

Our system is especially appreciat-
ed by senior citizens, older couples 
or individuals who do not need to 
put out trash every week.  It there-
fore costs them less than a typical 
system where everyone pays the 
same, regardless of how much 
trash they generate, and where they 
pay something towards subsidizing 
the larger trash generators.  

Single use stickers will remain on 
sale at the current price of $4.32 a 
sticker ($21.60 a sheet)  through 
April 30th and will still be honored 
by Republic Services after May 1st. 
They can be purchased at the Gov-
ernment Center, Schnucks in 
Swansea Plaza,  or ZX Gas  Station 
at 2400 N. Illinois St. A new annual 
sticker would need to be purchased 
at the new price for service begin-
ning May 1, 2020. Annual stickers 
were available starting the last 
week of April.  

The Swansea Report 
is also posted on the 
website at: 
www.swanseail.org 

for trash stickers are part of that 
process. 

Bid prices in 2011 were for a three 
year contract (through Apr 2014) 
with the possibility of two one-year 
extensions (through April 2016). 
Only two companies submitted bids 
in response to that request for pro-
posals. The individual sticker pric-
es, as bid are outlined in the table 
below. It is obvious, that the Waste 
Management bids were far higher 
(Continued on Page 9)………. 

out for collection - but recyclables 
are collected at no charge - there is 
a built-in incentive to recycle. It has 
been very effective. Since the start 
of the program Swansea has     
regularly diverted over 30% of the 
waste stream from landfills. And 
recycling has been a natural part of 
the lives of an entire generation. 

The Village issues one license to 
one company to provide those ser-
vices and the prices to be charged  

VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFO 

Swansea Government Center 
1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 
www.swanseail.org 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-355-0280 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 
Engine House: 618-234-3291 

Village of Swansea Officials 
President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 
Village Clerk Lauren O’Neill 
loneill@swanseail.org 
Treasurer John Walter 
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 
mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald 
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian McGuire 
bmcguire@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer mneumey-
er@swanseail.org 
Trustee Jeff Parker 
jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian Wells 
bwells@swanseail.org 

If emailing multiple officials it may be best to also 
include swanadmn@swanseail.org among those 
email addresses so staff can help coordinate any 
requested response.

BIDDER AS OF 2011 
RFP 

THRU 
4/12 

THRU 
4/13 

THRU 
4/14 

THRU 
4/15 

THRU 
4/16 

Waste Management $3.80 $3.90 $4.00 $4.10 $4.20 

Allied / Republic Serv $2.73 $2.84 $2.95 $3.07 $3.19 

Allied / Republic Serv 2.95 2.95 Negotiated revision to prices... 

CONTRACTOR 

THRU 
4/15 

THRU 
4/16 

THRU 
4/17 

THRU 
4/18 

THRU 
4/19 

THRU 
4/20 

THRU 
4/21 

THRU 
4/22 

THRU 
4/23 

THRU 
4/24 

Allied / Republic 2.95 2.95 $3.84 $3.99 $4.15 $4.32 $4.49 $4.67 $4.86 $5.05 

Understanding the History May Also Help With Understanding Board Decisions 



THE SWANSEA REPORT PAGE 8 MAY 2021 MAY 2021 PAGE 5 THE SWANSEA REPORT 

It’s never too early 
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 
618-416-7820
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

(Continued from page 6)WOLF BRANCH MIDDLE SCHOOL NEARS COMPLETION

Your affordable assisted living community... 
fully certified to operate through the   

Illinois Supportive 

Living program 

Chief’s Corner 
The next step involved the IDNR engineers 
developing a Phase I plan to validate their initial 
determination that the movement was caused 
by mine subsidence.  They were able to secure 
an emergency grant through the federal Depart-
ment of Interior - Office of Surface Mining that 
allowed them to hire a drilling company to verify 
the existence of mine voids under the 
school.  Once finished, they delivered their find-
ings to the district.  As they suspected, the 
movement was caused by a long-abandoned, 
underground mine void. 
Once they had substantiated their initial as-
sumption, the IDNR needed the school district’s 
board of education to decide if they wanted to 
abandon the Middle School or demolish the 
impacted areas and rebuild/refurbish.  IDNR 
stated that they had successfully remediated all 
movement on similar projects by grouting the 
mine voids with a concrete slurry. After a great 
deal of discussion, the board determined that 
rebuilding after remediating the movement was 
the best plan. 
Upon receiving the go-ahead for Phase II, the 
IDNR once again was able to fund the grouting 
and demolition portions of the project with an 
emergency grant from the Interior Depart-
ment.  Starting in Mid-March of 2018 and contin-
uing through the end of July, almost 13,000 
cubic yards of grout consisting of fly ash, ce-
ment, sand, and water was pumped into the 
abandoned voids below and around the school 
building. This underground remediation was 
then followed by the complete demolition of the 
gymnasium, cafeteria, locker rooms, and music 
rooms, as well as the interior demolition of the 
library and office complex. 
Throughout Phase II’s grouting and demolition, 
the IDNR continued to survey the building and 
points around it for any movement.  As early as 
August 5, 2018, the IDNR reported that no fur-
ther movement was detected.  Almost immedi-

completed in 2003, offered, but build them to 
current standards.  They conducted multiple 
interviews with personnel to find out which parts 
of the original building had been beneficial and 
which parts needed to be constructed in a differ-
ent fashion. 

Even though construction began on March 23, 
2021, no fanfare took place because of the 
ensuing Coronavirus pandemic.  Fortunately, 
the state classified school construction workers 
as essential, and no stoppage in work had to 
occur. Live camera updates, as well as time-
lapse photos of the entire project are available 
on the district’s website - 
www.wbsd113.org.  The district is anticipating a 
reoccupation in July so that the building will be 
completely functional for the Middle School 
students returning for the beginning of the 2021-
2022 school year. 

Architectural rendering of the recon-
structed areas of the Wolf Branch Middle 

School. 

ately following the school’s closure, State Rep-
resentative Jay Hoffman was in regular contact 
with the school district to see in what ways he 
could facilitate assistance from the state.  Since 
the emergency IDNR grant only covered reme-
diation and demolition, District Superintendent 
Scott Harres met with Representative Hoffman 
to discuss the possibility of the state utilizing 
emergency Capital Board of Development funds 
to assist in the rebuild.  After a number of meet-
ings between Representative Hoffman, CDB 
officials, and other state officials, on Christmas 
Eve of 2018, the district received preliminary 
information that it would qualify for the maxi-
mum allowed 41% of the cost of rebuilding the 
impacted areas pending the approval of the 
Illinois State Board of Education.  In addition, 
the district received the maximum allowable 
payout from its mine subsidence insurance 
policy ($750,000) as well as another $250,000 
from its property insurance policy. 
Ittner Architects and Holland Construction were 
selected to develop and oversee the pro-
ject.  Upon official notification from the state 
board of education in June 2019, conceptual 
designs were developed. According to CDB 
requirements, the rebuild had to be equal or 
less in square footage to the original build-
ing.  The final plans called for the rebuilt portion 
of the building to be 10 square feet less than the 
original building.
Other changes included the repositioning of 
some of the facilities, including switching the 
locations of the media center with the music 
rooms and separating the cafeteria and gymna-
sium.  In addition, a privately-funded Veteran’s 
Plaza was designed to honor all previous and 
present service members, an athletic plaza was 
designed for those attending outdoor activities, 
a separate entrance was designed for nighttime 
activities, and the locker rooms’ and the health 
classroom’s walls and roof were strengthened to 
double as a storm shelter in the event of a tor-
nado.  The school board wanted to include all of 
the amenities that the original Middle School, 

Officer Of The Year 
The officer of the year award is more 
than just being a proactive officer. It 
is an officer that makes a difference 
in the lives of the people we serve. It 
is for the well-rounded officer that is 
both good at creating traffic safety, 
good at finding wanted criminals and 
those about to commit a crime, and 
is great at changing lives. This year 
there were five nominations and all 
five were for one officer. I have never 
seen this happen before. Although 
we have a great department because 
of the phenomenal people that make 
it up, Officer Matt Lindley was the 
clear choice for Officer of the Year. 

One of our officers commented about 
Officer Lindley, “I honestly became 
envious and it made me try harder to 
be the type of officer he is. I made 
Officer Lindley my competition but he 
is unrivaled. He has been nothing 
short of very helpful whenever I have 
a question or I seek advice. I believe 
his efforts are making Swansea a 
better place to live and raise a family. 
His efforts are probably having an 
effect on those wanting to come into 

town or through town on illegal 
business”. 
A seasoned sergeant commented, 
“Officer Lindley is the clear cut 
candidate for officer of the year. His 
eagerness for law enforcement is 
contagious. Officer Lindley was in 
the top echelon of arrests for both 
misdemeanors and felonies 
throughout the year. Officer Lindley 
answered his calls for service, and 
provided top notch police presence 
to each victim he came into contact 
with. Officer Lindley also supported 
his squad mates by providing back 
up when needed and investigative 
assistance whenever called upon. 
Officer Lindley clearly brought back 
a plethora of knowledge from his 
previous assignment in the drug 
unit, and he spent this year putting 
that knowledge to good use”. 
I have personally witnessed Officer 
Lindley be much more than just the 
proactive officer. I have seen him 
help people that no one else in 
society would even look at. He truly 
cares about human beings of all 
walks of life. The compassion he 
shows towards people who have 

narcotics addictions, victims of crime, 
and simply people down on their luck 
is a stellar representation of what law 
enforcement in the 21st century 
should be. The Swansea Police 
Department is lucky to have Officer 
Lindley and we are in good hands 
going into the future with officers like 
him. 
For those reasons, I award Officer 
Lindley with the 2020 Swansea 
Police Officer of the Year. It is well 
deserved and I am honored to 
present him with the award he 
earned. 
-Chief Steve Johnson
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WOLF BRANCH MIDDLE SCHOOL NEARS COMPLETION Swansea Fireman 2020 Awards Program 

Recycling Information 
Recycling more at home does not re-
quire much effort if you spend some 
time to create a comprehensive recy-
cling system. This system starts with 
having places to store your recycled 
materials in the house, whether this is a 
box, bin or bag. Keep the recycling con-
tainer next to the trash can and it will 
remind everyone to recycle as much as 
possible. For more tips and references 
you can visit: 

The Swansea Fireman Civic Association held their an-
nual Awards Program on March 4th, 2021 at Engine 
House #2. This program was delayed due to the 
COVID-19 regulations.  

During this program, the Swansea Fireman Civic Asso-
ciation recognizes those with Years of Service Awards, 
Most Trainings Attended, Most Calls Answered, Rookie 
of the Year, Officer of the Year and Firefighter of the 
Year. 

This year the following individuals were recognized: 

5 Years of Service -Brian Robinson 

15 Years of Service -Thomas Dahm, Christopher 
Flynn and Matthew Koesterer 

25 Years of Service -  Matthew Lanter 

30 Years of Service - David Schaefer 

50 Years of Service - Dennis Tribout Sr. 

Most Trainings Attended- Jason Hark 

Most Calls Answered- Matthew Lanter 

Rookie of the Year- Andre Wilson 

Officer of the Year- David Schaefer 

Firefighter of the Year- Eric Heinzl 

Retirement Spotlight 
The Village of Swansea would like to wish a Happy Retirement 
to our longtime Public Works Employee, Steve Rebenstorff. 
Steve retired in February of 2021 after nearly 40 years of Ser-
vice to the Village. Unfortunately, due to COVID restrictions we 
have not be able to celebrate this accomplishment! During his 
tenure with the Village, Steve worked under numerous Mayors, 
Boards of Trustees and held positions in the Public Works and 
Sewer Departments. Steve’s father also worked for the Village. 
Steve Rebenstorff is a longtime resident of Swansea and re-
sides here with his wife, Doris. They were proud to raise their 
two grown boys Michael (Brighton, IL) and Dustin (San Diego 
CA) in Swansea also. In his free time, you will find him fishing, 
hunting, camping and bowling. 

On behalf of the Mayor, Board of Trustees and Village Staff we 
want to recognize this outstanding achievement and wish him 
the very best during his retirement! 

Work continues on the Wolf Branch Middle School that experienced severe mine subsidence damage in 2017.  School Officials are expecting to 
complete the project by August 1. 

For Wolf Branch students and staff, the 2017-2018 school year started off just like every other school year.  However, that description only 
lasted a couple of weeks as small, interior movements of the building started becoming noticeable in early September.  As a precaution, the 
district called in engineers from the Illinois Department of Resources to analyze the situation.  Their assessment came to a sudden halt on 
Wednesday, September 13, 2017 when they determined that over half of the building had shifted significantly, so much that the building 
was declared unsafe for occupation. 
Thanks to the help of the staff and numerous volunteers from the community, the next two days were spent moving the Middle School sup-
plies and equipment to the Elementary School where rooms were reconfigured to squeeze in the now-displaced Middle School students 
and staff.  Following a brief message that was dispatched for assistance, the response was overwhelming.  Wolf Branch parents, communi-
ty members, teachers from other schools, volunteers from the Swansea Police, Fire and Street Departments, and even people from other 
communities that just felt the need to help arrived. One family even went out on their own and rented a large moving truck. 
While this was happening, contingency plans had to be quickly developed in order to continue to provide the students of Wolf Branch with a 
“normal” education.  Bussing needed to be rerouted, the elementary cafeteria and gymnasium had to be revamped to accommodate many 
more students, and temporary facilities had to be arranged for food storage, extra-curricular activities, and office space.  Once again, the 
community came through.  For example, area schools offered up their facilities so that the athletic programs could continue.  Holland Con-
struction offered a construction trailer, Swansea Mayor Leopold offered equipment and manpower, Twin Lake Trucking provided a refriger-
ated truck for food storage, and area churches offered to store equipment and/or house students. Only because of the extreme generosity 
of so many and the coordination of Dr. Nicole Sanderson, school reopened on Monday, September 18, 2017 at the Elementary Building for 
all K-8 students. (Continued on page 8) 
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It’s never too early 
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 
618-416-7820
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

(Continued from page 6)WOLF BRANCH MIDDLE SCHOOL NEARS COMPLETION

Your affordable assisted living community... 
fully certified to operate through the   

Illinois Supportive 

Living program 

Chief’s Corner 
The next step involved the IDNR engineers 
developing a Phase I plan to validate their initial 
determination that the movement was caused 
by mine subsidence.  They were able to secure 
an emergency grant through the federal Depart-
ment of Interior - Office of Surface Mining that 
allowed them to hire a drilling company to verify 
the existence of mine voids under the 
school.  Once finished, they delivered their find-
ings to the district.  As they suspected, the 
movement was caused by a long-abandoned, 
underground mine void. 
Once they had substantiated their initial as-
sumption, the IDNR needed the school district’s 
board of education to decide if they wanted to 
abandon the Middle School or demolish the 
impacted areas and rebuild/refurbish.  IDNR 
stated that they had successfully remediated all 
movement on similar projects by grouting the 
mine voids with a concrete slurry. After a great 
deal of discussion, the board determined that 
rebuilding after remediating the movement was 
the best plan. 
Upon receiving the go-ahead for Phase II, the 
IDNR once again was able to fund the grouting 
and demolition portions of the project with an 
emergency grant from the Interior Depart-
ment.  Starting in Mid-March of 2018 and contin-
uing through the end of July, almost 13,000 
cubic yards of grout consisting of fly ash, ce-
ment, sand, and water was pumped into the 
abandoned voids below and around the school 
building. This underground remediation was 
then followed by the complete demolition of the 
gymnasium, cafeteria, locker rooms, and music 
rooms, as well as the interior demolition of the 
library and office complex. 
Throughout Phase II’s grouting and demolition, 
the IDNR continued to survey the building and 
points around it for any movement.  As early as 
August 5, 2018, the IDNR reported that no fur-
ther movement was detected.  Almost immedi-

completed in 2003, offered, but build them to 
current standards.  They conducted multiple 
interviews with personnel to find out which parts 
of the original building had been beneficial and 
which parts needed to be constructed in a differ-
ent fashion. 

Even though construction began on March 23, 
2021, no fanfare took place because of the 
ensuing Coronavirus pandemic.  Fortunately, 
the state classified school construction workers 
as essential, and no stoppage in work had to 
occur. Live camera updates, as well as time-
lapse photos of the entire project are available 
on the district’s website - 
www.wbsd113.org.  The district is anticipating a 
reoccupation in July so that the building will be 
completely functional for the Middle School 
students returning for the beginning of the 2021-
2022 school year. 

Architectural rendering of the recon-
structed areas of the Wolf Branch Middle 

School. 

ately following the school’s closure, State Rep-
resentative Jay Hoffman was in regular contact 
with the school district to see in what ways he 
could facilitate assistance from the state.  Since 
the emergency IDNR grant only covered reme-
diation and demolition, District Superintendent 
Scott Harres met with Representative Hoffman 
to discuss the possibility of the state utilizing 
emergency Capital Board of Development funds 
to assist in the rebuild.  After a number of meet-
ings between Representative Hoffman, CDB 
officials, and other state officials, on Christmas 
Eve of 2018, the district received preliminary 
information that it would qualify for the maxi-
mum allowed 41% of the cost of rebuilding the 
impacted areas pending the approval of the 
Illinois State Board of Education.  In addition, 
the district received the maximum allowable 
payout from its mine subsidence insurance 
policy ($750,000) as well as another $250,000 
from its property insurance policy. 
Ittner Architects and Holland Construction were 
selected to develop and oversee the pro-
ject.  Upon official notification from the state 
board of education in June 2019, conceptual 
designs were developed. According to CDB 
requirements, the rebuild had to be equal or 
less in square footage to the original build-
ing.  The final plans called for the rebuilt portion 
of the building to be 10 square feet less than the 
original building.
Other changes included the repositioning of 
some of the facilities, including switching the 
locations of the media center with the music 
rooms and separating the cafeteria and gymna-
sium.  In addition, a privately-funded Veteran’s 
Plaza was designed to honor all previous and 
present service members, an athletic plaza was 
designed for those attending outdoor activities, 
a separate entrance was designed for nighttime 
activities, and the locker rooms’ and the health 
classroom’s walls and roof were strengthened to 
double as a storm shelter in the event of a tor-
nado.  The school board wanted to include all of 
the amenities that the original Middle School, 

Officer Of The Year 
The officer of the year award is more 
than just being a proactive officer. It 
is an officer that makes a difference 
in the lives of the people we serve. It 
is for the well-rounded officer that is 
both good at creating traffic safety, 
good at finding wanted criminals and 
those about to commit a crime, and 
is great at changing lives. This year 
there were five nominations and all 
five were for one officer. I have never 
seen this happen before. Although 
we have a great department because 
of the phenomenal people that make 
it up, Officer Matt Lindley was the 
clear choice for Officer of the Year. 

One of our officers commented about 
Officer Lindley, “I honestly became 
envious and it made me try harder to 
be the type of officer he is. I made 
Officer Lindley my competition but he 
is unrivaled. He has been nothing 
short of very helpful whenever I have 
a question or I seek advice. I believe 
his efforts are making Swansea a 
better place to live and raise a family. 
His efforts are probably having an 
effect on those wanting to come into 

town or through town on illegal 
business”. 
A seasoned sergeant commented, 
“Officer Lindley is the clear cut 
candidate for officer of the year. His 
eagerness for law enforcement is 
contagious. Officer Lindley was in 
the top echelon of arrests for both 
misdemeanors and felonies 
throughout the year. Officer Lindley 
answered his calls for service, and 
provided top notch police presence 
to each victim he came into contact 
with. Officer Lindley also supported 
his squad mates by providing back 
up when needed and investigative 
assistance whenever called upon. 
Officer Lindley clearly brought back 
a plethora of knowledge from his 
previous assignment in the drug 
unit, and he spent this year putting 
that knowledge to good use”. 
I have personally witnessed Officer 
Lindley be much more than just the 
proactive officer. I have seen him 
help people that no one else in 
society would even look at. He truly 
cares about human beings of all 
walks of life. The compassion he 
shows towards people who have 

narcotics addictions, victims of crime, 
and simply people down on their luck 
is a stellar representation of what law 
enforcement in the 21st century 
should be. The Swansea Police 
Department is lucky to have Officer 
Lindley and we are in good hands 
going into the future with officers like 
him. 
For those reasons, I award Officer 
Lindley with the 2020 Swansea 
Police Officer of the Year. It is well 
deserved and I am honored to 
present him with the award he 
earned. 
-Chief Steve Johnson
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BRINGING THE HELP 
YOU NEED TO THE  
HOME YOU LOVE  

SINCE 1918 

661188--223366--55880000          ||          11--880000--HHOOMMEECCAARREE
Located at 7 Executive Woods, in SWANSEA!  

Ask for SIVNA by name! 
To learn more about us visit: www.sivna.com 

SSoouutthhwweesstteerrnn  IIlllliinnooiiss  VViissiittiinngg  NNuurrssee  AAssssoocciiaattiioonn   

News Briefs 
Trustee Steve Pulley will be the 
Master of Ceremonies.  The guest 
speaker this year will be Commander 
Tom McCaw for the Imjin 95th 
Korean War Veterans. This year a 
POW/MIA ceremony will also be 
included within the observances.  
The Swansea Fire Department will 
serve as the color guard.   

The event program includes the 
submitted names of any Swansea 
resident who is a veteran of the 
Armed Services, either retired or 
currently serving.   

All veterans as well as all residents 
and the general public are invited and 
encouraged to attend. 

TTiimmee  IIss  RRuunnnniinngg  OOuutt  TToo  
GGeett  NNaammeess  OOff  VVeettss  IInn  
MMeemmoorriiaall  DDaayy  BBooookklleett  
As it does each year, when the 
Village gathers on Memorial Day to 
honor those who have served and 
sacrificed in service to the United 
States, the event will include a 
booklet with the names of any 

Swansea resident who is a veteran of 
the Armed Services, either retired or 
currently serving. 

To have the name of any such 
person included, please call Marilyn 
Neumeyer at 618-363-8694 or email 
mlneumeyer@att.net as soon as 
possible. 

WWoollff  BBrraanncchh  AAcccceeppttiinngg  
RReeggiissttrraattiioonn  FFoorr  
KKiinnddeerrggaarrtteenn  
Wolf Branch Elementary School is 
now accepting registration for 
students who will enter kindergarten 
for the 2018-2019 school 
year. Parents can register in 
the elementary school 
office any school day 
between 9:00am - 
2:00pm. You may want 
to call the school office 
in advance at 277-
2100 to be sure of 
what documentation 
you will need to 
provide.  See the 
ad on page 10.

IItt’’ss  nneevveerr  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 
618-416-7820
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

MMeemmoorriiaall  DDaayy  
CCeerreemmoonnyy  TToo  BBee  HHeelldd  
MMaayy  2288  AAtt  PPrriiccee  PPaarrkk  
While you are planning your BBQ or 
the official opening of the backyard 
pool, consider making some time on 
the morning of May 28th for the 
Village of Swansea’s annual Memorial 
Day Ceremony. 

The Village will once again honor men 
and women who have served and 
sacrificed in service to the United 
States at the ceremony.  The event 
starts at 10:00 am and is held at 
Melvin Price Memorial Park, 1500 
Caseyville Avenue. 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs

We have TWO Swansea Locations, 
waiting for you!   

Come Visit Us  
Or for More Info, go to 

www.FulfordHomes.com 

◄ Accepting New Patients
◄ New Extended Hours

618.236.0501 
Emergency # 618.632.0501 

www.cornerstonedentistry.net 

4121 Old Collinsville Road 
Swansea, IL  62226 

Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S. 
Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S. 

“Service Above Self” 
Rotary Club of Swansea 

 18th Annual 5K Run/Walk 
Saturday, June 5, 2021” 

On Saturday, June 5th Swansea Rota-
ry will sponsor our Eighteenth Annual 
“Service Above Self” 5K Run/Walk.  As 
with many other events in our lives, 
Covid has pressed us in to doing a 
“Virtual 5K” this year.  But it hasn’t 
forced us to change our commitment 
for supporting local college bound high 
school seniors.   Proceeds from the 
event will enable us to present two (2) 
$2,000 college scholarships in honor of 
Chad Wood. 

You can find details and register for the 
5K Virtual Run/Walk by going online at 
www.swansearotary.org.  Entry fees 
are $25.00.  Contact us if you would 
like a copy of our established 5K route 
from prior years. 

For additional information on register-
ing or sponsoring the Eighteenth Annu-
al 5K “Service Above Self” Run/Walk, 
contact Jim Riess at 618-920-9698; e-
mail jmriess87@gmail.com .   

Thank you for your support. 

News Briefs 

  Contact Us Today… 
To preserve this prime ad space… 

every month if you want. 

234-0044
Or email swanadmn@swanseail.org 

The Swansea Report 
is also posted on the 
website at: 
www.swanseail.org 

“Some police departments up north 
have tested these for a year and have 
reported excellent results.  We are 
grateful Swansea Mayor Mike Leopold 
and Village Board support us in this 
effort to be fiscally responsible and 
help the environment by expelling less 
CO2 into the air.” 

Steve Johnson 

Chief of Police 

(Continued on page 9) 

SWANSEA HYBRID POLICE 

VEHICLES
The Swansea Police Department now 
has three HYBRID 2020 Ford Police 
Interceptor Utility (SUV) vehicles.  The 
new hybrid vehicles are not electric 
vehicles but, using modern technology, 
they greatly save on gas consumption 
and CO2 emissions.  The vehicles cost 
slightly more but that cost is recouped 
the first year in service and over the life 
span significant savings of taxpayer 
dollars is realized.   

Some departments using the vehicles 
report they go from using 8 gallons of 
gas per shift to only 3 gallons of gas 
per shift.  Police vehicles spend a sig-
nificant amount of time idling and can-
not be turned off while in service.  
Why?  Computers, in car cameras, 
GPS, Defibrillators, Narcan, etc. all 
need to be turned on and kept at a cer-
tain temperature.  Officers cannot re-
spond to an emergency call without 
their cameras activated, which takes 
several minutes to boot up to be ready 
if not already activated.   

VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFO 

Swansea Government Center 
1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 
www.swanseail.org 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 
Engine House: 618-234-3291 

Village of Swansea Officials 
President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 
Village Clerk Tyler Thompson 
tthompson@swanseil.org 
Treasurer John Walter  
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 
mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald  
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian McGuire  
bmcguire@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer 
mneumeyer@swanseail.org 
Trustee Jeff Parker  
jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Cary Lewis V 
clewis@swanseail.org 

If emailing multiple officials it may be best to also 
include swanadmn@swanseail.org among those 
email addresses so staff can help coordinate any 
requested response. 

News Briefs 

(Continued on page 4) 
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WOLF BRANCH SEEKING DONATIONS TO BUILD PERMANENT TRIBUTE TO VETERANS 

This Prime 1/4 or 1/8 Page 

Swansea Community Calendar - May 2021 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1

2 3
 

4 5 6 7 8
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28 29 

Swansea Park Board 
Mtg.  
7:00am - Norman Lehr  
Swansea Patriots Mtg. 
8:00am—Norman Lehr  

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 p.m.  
Moose Lodge 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am  
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Memorial Day- 
Gov’t Center 
Closed 

In November of 2019, almost 150 veterans were welcomed into the Wolf Branch Elementary School gymnasium for the district’s annual Veterans 
Day Salute.  Following weeks of preparation, the assembly focused on providing the honored guests with an hour of appreciation.  Songs were 
performed, poems were recited, and speeches were read throughout the venue that had been decorated from floor to ceiling with red, white and 
blue banners. 

As part of the festivities, Scott Harres, the district’s superintendent, thanked everyone for their cooperation and flexibility since this year’s festivities 
had to be held in the small elementary gym because the district was waiting on the reconstruction of the Middle School gym following the subsid-
ence occurrence in 2017.  He spoke about how he had envisioned the new building containing an outdoor plaza dedicated to all veterans, but that 
the state funding did not provide for such. 

Shortly after the presentation concluded, one of the veterans approached Mr. Harres to find out more about the plaza he had mentioned.  He asked 
if the school might consider allowing a group of veterans to form a donation committee.  After receiving the board’s approval, and after the district 
and architect approved a layout, the committee officially started meeting in early 2020.  

The committee developed an ambitious plan to solicit pledges by engaging the students, the community, and all veterans.  Their goal was to raise 
all the necessary funding by Veterans Day, 2020.  But before they could activate their plan, the pandemic struck.  All in-person presentations and 
each of the community information meetings had to be canceled.  But yet, the committee chose to proceed and switched to a remote format.  

Unfortunately, due to the impact of the virus, the goal has not been met.  As of the beginning of April, the committee is still hoping to raise the re-
maining 25% of its original $65,000 goal.  According to the committee’s president, James Wilson, “The pledge drive has reached a critical moment 
as the Middle School project is scheduled to finish in July, and the contractor’s prices are more reasonable if the Veterans Plaza can be completed 
while the contractors are still staged at the Middle School.” 

Therefore, the committee asks everyone to consider making a pledge to this worthwhile cause, and to also encourage their friends, neighbors, and 
fellow veterans to do the same.  To access renderings of the Veterans Plaza, visit the link on the school’s website: https://www.wbsd113.org/
article/253027?org=wbsd-113.  A link to the donation form is also located at this website.  In addition, interested donors may also call Steven Duff at 
618-406-4789 with any questions.

Calling all Volunteers! 
Senior Van Drivers Needed 

If Interested please call Doris at 
618-558-1397

Swansea Senior Van now running. 
Please call 618-234-0044 for 
more information and to reserve 
a  pick-up. 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  
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Swansea Community Calendar - June 2021 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
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The Swansea Report is published every other 
month by the Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul 
Avenue, Swansea, Illinois, as a community 
service to our residents and businesses. 

Copyright by the Village of Swansea, Illinois. 
Reproduction, or the use,  

in any manner and without permission,  
of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
Mailed free to all addresses within Swansea.  

For information on advertising or news stories, call 
234-0044, Monday - Friday, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M.

Swansea Park Board 
Mtg.   
7:00am - Norman Lehr  
Swansea Patriots Mtg. 
8:00am—Norman Lehr  

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
6:00 p.m.  
Moose Lodge

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

you would like to sponsor a flag or 
are interested in becoming a member 
of Rotary, contact Ed Henrichs at 
(618) 920-0213.

The 2021 Memorial Day Ceremony will 
be held on Monday, May 31 at 10 am at 
Mel Price Park, Caseyville Ave. 

Our speaker will be Jerry Dallape, a 
Vietnam Vet.  

The Village of Swansea Park Board will 
be honoring all Veterans who have 
served for our nation.  

Any Swansea Resident who has served 
can submit their information to 
"mlneumeyer@att.net" for the booklet  

which will be printed for all. 

We will honor all with a speaker, music 
and refreshments.  

Please join us with your family and 
friends.  

The facilities are now being rented in 
a manner that is following State and 
CDC COVID guidance. For more 
information on renting the facilities 
visit www.swanseail.org under  Parks 
and Recreation or call the 
Government Center at 618-234-0044 

GGoovvtt..  CCeenntteerr  CClloosseedd    
MMoonnddaayy,,  MMaayy  3311sstt      

Refuse Collection Also Delayed
The Swansea Government Center, 
all non-emergency services of the 
Village and Republic Services will be 
closed on Monday, May 31st for 
Memorial Day. The collection of 
refuse and recyclables will shift one 
day for all routes, with Monday’s 
refuse and recyclables picked up on 
Tuesday, Tuesday’s picked up on 
Wednesday, Wednesday’s on 
Thursday, Thursday’s on Friday, and 
Friday’s on Saturday instead.  Yard 
waste collection will move from 
Thursday to Friday. 

WWhheerree  DDoo  TThhee  FFllaaggss  
CCoommee  FFrroomm

Ever wonder where the flags come 
from that line Route 159 on various 
Holidays? It's the Rotary Club of 
Swansea putting them out. Donations 
from various businesses are sought 
out and those participating get a flag 
put in front of their business. The 
Swansea Rotary also makes sure all 
the intersections have a large 
presence of our Flag represented.  If 

News Briefs 

ADVERTISE IN THE SWANSEA REPORT! 
Specific ad dimensions and prices are as follows: 

1/8 page “Business Card ” = 2” high x 3.7” wide:   $ 70.00 
1/4 page vertical = 4.1” high x 3.7” wide:      $ 120.00 
1/4 page horizontal = 2” high x 7.5” wide:     $ 120.00 
1/2 page horizontal = 4.1” high x 7.5” wide:     $ 240.00 

  Contact Us Today… 
To preserve this prime ad space… every month if you want. 

234-0044
Or email swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:00pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am 
Virtual - contact  
Edward.henrichs@raym
ondjames.com to attend  



  Contact Us Today… 
To preserve this prime ad space… 

every month if you want. 

234-0044
Or email swanadmn@swanseail.org 

VOLUME 35,  ISSUE 3   May 2021 

MAY 2021 PAGE 1 THE SWANSEA REPORT 

THE 

SWANSEA REPORT SWANSEA REPORT 
Village Of Swansea 
1444 BOUL AVENUE 
SWANSEA, IL 62226 

Phone:  (618) 234-0044 
www.swanseail.org 

THE SWANSEA REPORT PAGE 12 MAY 2021 

PRSRT STD 
ECRWSS 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

Permit #394 
Belleville, IL 

Page 2 
Memorial Day  

Memorial Day Celebration… 

Page 3 

Wolf Branch Elementary School 

Wolf Branch – Tribute To Veterans… 

Page 4  

News Briefs 
Swansea Hybrid  Police Vehicles... 

Page 5 

Chief’s Corner 

Officer Of The Year... 

Page 6 
Retirement Spotlight 
Happy Retirement  To 
Steve  Rebenstorff… 

Page 7 
Swansea Fireman 2020 Awards 

Program 
Swansea Fireman 2020 Awards 

Program… 

REFERENCE THE COMMUNITY 
CALENDARS ON PAGES 10 & 11 

TO REFERENCE EVENTS, 
IMPORTANT DATES AND 

MEETINGS.  

WHAT’S INSIDE 
THIS MONTH OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Hall For Rent 
 Weddings

 Anniversaries
 Meetings

Houses Up To 300 People. 
Call 277-6331 for details.  

_____________________________ 

ILLINOIS GAMING AVAILABLE 
PROVIDIED BY A. P. GAMING 

WHERE WINNERS GO TO PLAY! 

Swansea Improvement Association 

216 Service Street, Swansea, IL  

Fish Fry Every Friday, Chicken Every Saturday, 11:00  A.M. 
to 8:00 P. M. Swansea Fish Stand Ph.: 222-7171 

 Daily Drink
Specials

 Gun Raffle
Monthly

 Queen of
Hearts
Drawing

Voted BND  
Readers Choice 
#1 Fish Fry 5 
Years Running! 

Proposed Boul Ave and IL Rte 159 sidewalk in Swansea selected for Federal 
TAP Funding. 

The Village of Swansea received notice on March 31st that its grant application for the Boul 
Avenue / IL Rte 159 Sidewalk connector project had been selected for funding under the 
federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). $1.7 million in funding was allocated to 
Illinois and Swansea’s project was one of only five in the state selected from a total of 
twelve applications. The Boul Avenue / IL Rte 159 Sidewalk connector project will create a 
new sidewalk along the northern edge of Boul Avenue, running from the entrance to the 
newly constructed Boul Avenue Trailhead Park to IL Rte 159, and will also feature pedestri-
an crossing on both Boul Avenue and IL Rte 159. The project will also provide a sidewalk 
along the west side of IL Rte 159 heading south. As part of the implementation phase of the 
Old Town Swansea Streetscape Masterplan the project will include streetscape lighting, 
native landscaping, and improvements to the bus stop adjacent to Thompson Gas. Project 
concepts call for the sidewalk to provide residents with safe crossing of IL Rte 159, and di-
rect access to Melvin Price Memorial Park, the MetroBikeLink Trail, and High Mount School. 
The project concepts also provide for a connection to a future sidewalk from Boul Avenue 
to IL Rte 161 on the west side of IL Rte 159. This would serve two purposes: provide a safer 
route for High Mount students who use this route to walk to and from school, or to and 
from athletic events and practices at Price Park; and to connect the neighborhoods around 
Boul Avenue to the regional trail system. Total estimated cost of the project including con-
tingencies, engineering and construction phase services is $577,536. The TAP grant re-
quested just over 50% of that, or $292,182. Creating a safer route for students was the 
initial motivation for looking into a project like this, but connecting people more easily to 
the regional trail system and providing safe crossing of IL Rte 159 is very important. Con-
struction is not likely to begin until the summer of 2022.   Contact Us Today… 
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Proposed Boul Ave and IL Rte 159 sidewalk in Swansea selected for Federal 
TAP Funding. 

The Village of Swansea received notice on March 31st that its grant application for the Boul 
Avenue / IL Rte 159 Sidewalk connector project had been selected for funding under the 
federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP). $1.7 million in funding was allocated to 
Illinois and Swansea’s project was one of only five in the state selected from a total of 
twelve applications. The Boul Avenue / IL Rte 159 Sidewalk connector project will create a 
new sidewalk along the northern edge of Boul Avenue, running from the entrance to the 
newly constructed Boul Avenue Trailhead Park to IL Rte 159, and will also feature pedestri-
an crossing on both Boul Avenue and IL Rte 159. The project will also provide a sidewalk 
along the west side of IL Rte 159 heading south. As part of the implementation phase of the 
Old Town Swansea Streetscape Masterplan the project will include streetscape lighting, 
native landscaping, and improvements to the bus stop adjacent to Thompson Gas. Project 
concepts call for the sidewalk to provide residents with safe crossing of IL Rte 159, and di-
rect access to Melvin Price Memorial Park, the MetroBikeLink Trail, and High Mount School. 
The project concepts also provide for a connection to a future sidewalk from Boul Avenue 
to IL Rte 161 on the west side of IL Rte 159. This would serve two purposes: provide a safer 
route for High Mount students who use this route to walk to and from school, or to and 
from athletic events and practices at Price Park; and to connect the neighborhoods around 
Boul Avenue to the regional trail system. Total estimated cost of the project including con-
tingencies, engineering and construction phase services is $577,536. The TAP grant re-
quested just over 50% of that, or $292,182. Creating a safer route for students was the 
initial motivation for looking into a project like this, but connecting people more easily to 
the regional trail system and providing safe crossing of IL Rte 159 is very important. Con-
struction is not likely to begin until the summer of 2022.   Contact Us Today… 
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For Flooding  
Spring in Swansea means the 
grass is growing, flowers are... 
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Houses Up To 300 People. 
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ILLINOIS GAMING AVAILABLE 
PROVIDIED BY A. P. GAMING 

WHERE WINNERS GO TO PLAY! 

Swansea Improvement Association 

216 Service Street, Swansea, IL 

Fish Fry Every Friday, Chicken Every Saturday, 11:00  A.M. 
to 8:00 P. M. Swansea Fish Stand Ph.: 222-7171 

 Daily Drink
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January  
Week of January 7th 
 Distribute department Budget Worksheets and Memo to Department Managers
 Review revenue and expense projections

Week of January 25th  
 Budget Worksheet and Capital Expense plans reviewed and submitted for review

February  
February 1 - 12 
 Overview of projections, salary and benefits, and capital expenditure/large item spend review

February 15-19 
 Management Team meetings to discuss departmental budgets and capital expenditures

March  
March 1  
 Meet with Finance Chairman, Trustee Lanter, to review draft budget expenses, revenues, capi-

tal expenditures, budget notes and recommendations
 Brief Finance Committee on the status of the budget

March 1 – March 15  
 Continue reviewing the budget and updating projections with actual data

March 15  
 Brief Finance Committee

March 31  
 Tentative budget to Clerk for board packet

APRIL  
April 5 
 Announce the tentative budget will be available for public inspection on April 9th after 8:30 a.m.
 Set the Public Hearing for the budget as Monday, April 19th at 5:45 pm
 Review the cover ordinance for adoption of the budget and forward from Committee to the

Board
 Contact BND to publish Notice of Public Hearing on Monday April 19th

April 9 (10 days prior to adopting budget) 
 Post the tentative budget at Village Hall by 8:30 a.m. to make available for public inspection

Notice of Public Hearing to be published in BND

April 19  
 Public Hearing at 5:45 p.m.
 Discuss any proposed changes or modifications to tentative budget with the Board
 Review the final budget, pass the ordinance and adopt FY22 Budget

April 30  
 Last date possible for Budget approval by state law. Copies of the Annual Budget are on file in

Village Hall and posted on the Village website. FY22 approved budget distributed to all depart-
ments

May  
May 30  
 Last day to file Certified Copy of Budget with the County Clerk (within 30 days of adoption)


