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VViillllaaggee  ooff  SSwwaannsseeaa  PPrroojjeecctt  TTiimmeelliinnee    ffoorr  FFYY2255  BBuuddggeett  WHAT’S INSIDE 
THIS MONTH 

March 
March 4 

Brief Finance Committee on the status 
of the budget 

March 4 - 15 
Continue reviewing the budget and 

updating projections with actual 
data 

March 18 
Brief Finance Committee 

March 27 
Tentative budget to Clerk for board packet 

APRIL 
April 1 

Announce the tentative budget will be available for public inspection on April 4th 
after 8:30 a.m. 

Set the Public Hearing for the budget as Monday, April 17th at 5:45 
Review the cover ordinance for adoption of the budget and forward from Com-

mittee to the Board 
April 2 

 Post the tentative budget at Village Hall by 8:30 a.m. to make available for public 
inspection 

April 15 
Public Hearing at 5:45 p.m. 
Discuss any proposed changes or modifications to tentative budget with the 

Board 
Review the final budget, pass the ordinance and adopt FY24 Budget 

April 30 
Last date possible for Budget approval by state law.  Copies of the Annual Budget 

are on file in Village Hall and posted on the Village website.  FY24 approved 
budget distributed to all departments 

May 
May 30 

Last day to file Certified Copy of Budget with the County Clerk (within 30 days of 
adoption) 

Private Video Camera Registration Program 

In an effort to  reinforce and assist our Swansea Po-
lice Investigations Division, residents now have the 
ability to register their camera/doorbell video sys-
tem to a database that the Swansea Police Depart-
ment will manage. By registering your camera/
doorbell system detectives will have a way of con-
tacting you for possible video  footage that could 
help solve a crime in your area/neighborhood. 

This material is strictly confidential and voluntary. 
Participants are not going to be compensated and do 
not represent the police department in any way. 

You may register by visiting swanseail.org and do the 
following: 

 Hover over the Government tab 

 Choose Police Department 

 Scroll down, click Camera Registration and com-
plete the information. 

Or copy this link to your browser: 

https://www.swanseail.org/2355/Camera-
Registration   

Should you decide to no longer be involved with the 
program or be registered on our database, you can 
request to be deleted from our listing. To unregister, 
please email Detective Sergeant Gary Reuter at   
greuter@swanseail.org or contact him at (618) 233-
8114. 
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LLeeaaff  BBuurrnniinngg  RReessuummeess  
MMaarrcchh  1166tthh      

Leaf Burning will resume March 
16th through May 15th on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
only from 9 AM to 6 PM. 
Burning is not allowed on 
Village streets or within the 
Village right-of-way. Fires must 
be attended and kept under 
control at all times.  
Should the weather be 
excessively windy, conditions 
be wet, or air forecasted to be 
unhealthy for sensitive groups 
(101 – 150) or higher as 
determined by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency dates above, burning 
on said dates shall not be 
permitted. In the event of such 
conditions, the Village will post 
its determination on the 
Village’s website, and send a 
Code Red alert to residents 
registered for such alerts. 
However, it shall be incumbent 
on anyone intending to burn 
yard waste, to first reference the 
Village website for any such 
notice.   
While the Village makes this 
temporary allowance, all 
residents should consider the 
impact burning yard waste 
might have on their neighbors. 
Those with asthma or other 
respiratory issues can be 
significantly affected by smoke.  

SSwwaannsseeaa  VVeetteerraannss  
NNaammeess  NNeeeeddeedd  

The Swansea Memorial Day 
Ceremony will be Monday, May 
27, 2024 at Mel Price Park at 
10 AM. Veteran residents of 
Swansea, please send your 
information to Stefanie Proffitt 
at sproffitt@swanseail.org or 
you may also contact Mike 
Koeneman at 618-779-6808 to 
have your name and service 
added to the Memorial Day 
Ceremony booklet.  

  
  
  
  

SSeewweerr  BBiilllliinngg  RReemmiinnddeerr  
The sewer bills are due on or 
around the 20th of the odd 
months. You are welcome to 
call the office for your amount. 
You can drop payment in our 
secure drop box located by the 
flag pole without getting out of 
your vehicle. Available 24/7.  
There are different options to 
pay your bill as well, please ask 
for details.  

  

Important Information Chief’s Corner 
OOffffiiccee  CClloosseedd  

The Swansea Government 
Center and all non-emergency 
services of the Village will be 
closed on Friday, March 29th 
for Good Friday.   
 

 

 

 

 

Easter is not observed by      
Republic Services so collection 
dates for refuse and recycling 
will not be affected.  

The Swansea Report is published every other month by 
the Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul Avenue, Swansea, 
Illinois, as a community service to our residents and 
businesses. Copyright by the Village of Swansea, 

Illinois. Reproduction, or the use,  
in any manner and without permission,  

of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
Mailed free to all addresses within Swansea.  

For information on advertising or news stories, call 234-
0044, Monday - Friday, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 

IItt’’ss  TTiimmee  TToo  PPllaann  YYoouurr  EEvveennttss  
Paperwork and payment are required to rent a building or pavilion at the Mel Price Park, Schranz 
Park and Clinton Hill Conservation Park. Please call our office 618-234-0044 Monday-Friday 8-4 p.m. 
to check availability and check the website for more pictures and prices. 
 3 pavilions at the Schranz Park   
 3 pavilions at the Mel Park Price  
 Clinton Hills Pavilion 

                                              New School Resource Officer in Swansea Schools 
The Police Department would like to introduce our new School Resource Officer, Marquis Jones. Officer 
Jones has been with our agency since March 2022. He previously worked for the Ferguson, MO Police 
Department and the St. Charles County, MO Police Department. He is an active member of the Illinois 
Army National Guard with over 13 years of service. Officer Jones enjoys football, wrestling, and working 
with the Army JROTC program. He has a black belt in Taekwondo, is an avid weightlifter, and likes to 
show off his skills in the bowling alley. He has 23 siblings and is the proud father to his 10-year-old 
daughter. Good luck in your new assignment Officer Jones! 

The conclusion of 2023 marked the end of Officer Jason Tutterow’s tour of duty as our School Re-
source officer. Officer Jason, as affectionately known by students, worked diligently the past few years 
with our three school districts, High Mount School, Wolf Branch School, and the Elite Scholars STEAM 
Academy. While in his assignment, SRO Tutterow displayed amazing care and commitment to our 
youth and built meaningful relationships with the students. Officer Tutterow returns to the patrol unit in 
2024 and we look forward to his service in that capacity. Thank you very much Officer Tutterow for 
your service as our SRO! 

                                             2023 Police Officer of the Year Announced 
Congratulations to Officer Seth Belford on his selection as the 2023 Swansea PD Officer of the Year. 
Officer Belford earned an Aggressive Criminal Enforcement (ACE) for his efforts in fighting crime and 
keeping our community safe. Additionally, he received a Chief’s Commendation for locating and arrest-
ing a fatality hit-and-run suspect from a neighboring jurisdiction. The Officer of the Year Award is based 
on nominations from officers and selected by a committee of colleagues. Job well done Officer Belford 
and well deserved!  

 

2023 SILEC/SIPCA Award Recipients 
Deputy Chief Keith Howard received a Blue Light Award during the annual Southwestern Illinois Law 
Enforcement Commission/Southern Illinois Police Chiefs Association banquet. The award is presented 
to an employee who serves as a role model to others and demonstrates loyalty, dependability, and the 
highest standards of moral and ethical character. DC Howard developed numerous programs through-
out 2023 to further our abilities to serve our community. Thank you DC and congratulations on the 
prestigious award! 

 

                                   2023 SILEC/SIPCA Award Recipients              
Congratulations also to Officer Andrew Hewitt who received a Unit Citation at the 2023 annual South-
western Illinois Law Enforcement Commission/Southern Illinois Police Chiefs Association banquet. or 
his contributions to the St. Clair County Drug Tactical Unit combatting drugs and violent crime in our 
county. Thank you Officer Hewitt for your dedication and hard work on this dangerous yet important as-
signment!  

Chief Blomberg Elected to the FBINAA Executive Board 
In January, Chief Blomberg was elected 3rd Vice President to the Executive Board of the South-
ern Division of the FBI National Academy Associates Illinois Chapter. The Executive Board is a 
5-year commitment with Chief Blomberg to become the President in 2027. He attended the FBI 
National Academy Session 283 during the summer of 2022 and has actively served with the 
alumni association ever since his graduation. (Chief Blomberg pictured 2nd from right) 
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BBeewwaarree  ––  CCaattaallyyttiicc  CCoonnvveerrtteerr  TThheeffttss 
On 12-11-23, employees at the Swansea Public Works Department learned that subject entered the secured 
yard overnight and cut catalytic converters from multiple Village-owned work trucks.  As a result, the 
Swansea Police Department initiated a criminal investigation. During the investigation, Detectives teamed up 
with the St. Clair County Metro East Auto Theft Task Force (MEATTF), and a suspect was identified. As 
Detectives continued to search for the suspect, who was believed to be a homeless person, catalytic convert-
ers were  taken from work trucks at additional businesses within the Village. On 02-10-24, with the assis-
tance of the Belleville Police Department, a suspect was taken into custody while in the act of removing cat-
alytic converters from vehicles at a local business. The suspect was interviewed by detectives and a copy of 
the case file is currently under review for criminal charges at the St. Clair County State’s Attorney’s office.              
In compliance with the Bail Reform Act, the suspect has been released pending this review. Since the subject 
has not been formally charged, his identity is being withheld at the time of this article. The theft of catalytic   
converters is becoming increasingly problematic in our region and the repair costs for victims can be        
significant. The Police Department is asking the public to be vigilant relating to suspicious persons and   
noises and contact us immediately with their concerns. 

SSiiggnn  UUpp  FFoorr  TThhee  SSppoorrttss  FFiieellddss  
Starting in March, the Village of 
Swansea will start accepting applica-
tions for the 2024 sports field. The 
application can be found at  
www.swanseail.org under the Docu-
ment - Form Center  

The sign-up for teams comes on a 
first come, first serve basis 

TToo  SSiiggnn--UUpp  FFoorr                
NNoottiiffiiccaattiioonnss  OOff      
CCoommmmiitttteeee  AAnndd  

BBooaarrdd    AAggeennddaass,,  
MMiinnuutteess,,  AAnndd  SSwwaannsseeaa  RReeppoorrtt  PPlleeaassee  DDoo  

TThhee  FFoolllloowwiinngg::  

Go to www.swanseail.org  

Hover over How Do I and click on Sign Up 
for Notifications 

Following the instructions below.  

Notify Me 

1. Type your email address in the box and 
select Notify Me Sign In. 

2. If you want to receive text message enter 
your phone number and select Save. 

3. To subscribe or unsubscribe 

click  and/or  next to the lists to 
which you wish to subscribe/unsubscribe. 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs 

 

Building Permits Are Required In 
The Village of Swansea! 

If you are having electrical, mechanical, 
plumbing or building work done at your 
property please call the Government Center 
at 234-0044 to complete a building applica-
tion before starting the work. Inspections 
are required for any permit that is issued. 
You can submit the application and plans on 
our website: www.swanseail.org.  
Plumbing application must have both plumb-
er’s license # and the contractor or compa-
ny’s license # and 
need to be current 
the day the permit 
is issued.   
 

RReemmiinnddeerrss  Chad Wood Memorial Scholarship - 2024 Applications Now Available   

Village’s Sewer Rate Increase 
Upcoming changes for the Village’s Sewer 
Rates. These changes are an effort to run an 
efficient and cost-effective Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant. With many significant capital pro-
jects upcoming, Officials understand that 
more resources will be required to maintain 
the plant and the system for the next ten 
years. After completing a six-month Rate 
Study, the Village has passed an ordinance in-
creasing sewer rates as follows: 

Effective Date Basic User 
Charge 

Basic Service 
Charge 

3-1 2024 $2.79 $27.90 

3-1-2025 $2.90 $29.01 

The Rotary Club of Swansea annually sponsors      
scholarships in the memory of Chad Wood, who was a 
student at Belleville East when he died in a May 9, 2005 
automobile accident.  
 
In 2024, the club will award three $2,000 scholarships, 
with the competition open to all graduating high school 
students who currently reside in the Village of Swansea 
at the time of the March 20, 2024 application deadline, 
and/or who have resided in the Village of Swansea for at 
least three of the past five years immediately prior to the 
March 20, 2024 application deadline.   
 
Students who expect to graduate from Althoff Catholic High School; Belleville East; Belleville West; 
Governor French Academy; private or parochial schools in Madison County or St. Clair County, IL; 
St. Louis City or St. Louis County (MO), and who satisfy the residency requirements as above stat-
ed, are eligible, subject to the following qualifications: 
 

The applicant must be a person of good moral character who has demonstrated a commitment 
to the concept of community service and volunteerism. 

Each applicant must submit an essay of 350-500 words on a subject related to Rotary’s motto of 
“Service Above Self.” 

The applicant must have attained a GPA of at least 3.0+ at the time of application (if school is on 
a 4.0 basis) or 4.0+ (if on a 5.0 basis). 

The applicant must submit at least one letter of recommendation from a teacher, counselor, cler-
gy member, or other unrelated adult who knows the applicant’s interests, work habits and 
capabilities. 

The application, essay and letter of recommendation must be submitted by mail not later than 
March 20, 2024.  The envelope must bear a post-mark date of March 20, 2024 or earlier. 

Application must be complete at the time of receipt.  Failure to follow instructions and/or an 
incomplete application will not be considered.   

 
Please visit the Swansea Rotary website at www.swansearotary.org to download a copy of the ap-
plication form and to review complete rules and regulations. The completed application form, essay 
and recommendation letter(s) must be mailed to: 
Lisa Wahlig 
1007 South St. 
New Athens IL 62264 
 
Selection of recipients will take place in the first few weeks of April and recipients will be notified by 
the Rotary Club. The selected scholarship recipients and their parents will be invited to attend the 
Swansea Rotary Club's 7:30 AM meeting on Thursday, June 13, 2024 and will be presented with 
their certificates and scholarship checks at that time. 

Monthly Recycling Drive In Collinsville 
When: 2nd Saturday of every month (except December and January) 
Time: 9-11 a.m. 
Where: Public Parking Lot 227 W. Main Street 
For questions: 618-344-7232 
Items accepted: Screen 32” and smaller $20, Screen 32” and larger $30, 
Office Equipment, Electronics, Batteries, Vehicles, Appliances, Machinery, CRT TV/Monitors 
$20 - $40 based on size 
Items Not Accepted: Paper, Glass, Plastic, Wood, Cardboard, and Tires 
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IItt’’ss  nneevveerr  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 
618-416-7820 
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

Your affordable assisted living community... 
fully certified to operate through the   Illinois 

Supportive  

Living program 

RRoottaarryy  DDiinnnneerr  AAuuccttiioonn  
Swansea Rotary Celebrates A Successful Annual Dinner Auction 

Proceeds of more than $34,000 will support community programs throughout the community 

Swansea, Illinois, February 27, 2024 - The Rotary Club of Swansea would like to thank everyone 
who supported their recent “Rotary Round Up” Annual Dinner Auction. Proceeds of more than 
$34,000 will be used throughout the year to support nonprofit organizations and community     
programs that align with the basic principles of Rotary. The event was held on Saturday, February 
24, 2024 at the Belleville/Swansea Moose Lodge 1221.  More than 200 people attended the event, 
which featured a country-western theme and included appetizers, buffet dinner and drinks. The 
Without Limits - Team Galaxy Special Olympics Cheer Team kicked off the festivities with a special 
performance, and guests enjoyed a robust silent auction and photo booth, as well as a reverse raffle, 
split equally by winners Marsha Reiniger and Shelly Ettling. The highlight of the fundraising activities 
was a live auction and paddle raise, led by Swansea Mayor Michael Leopold. Proceeds from the     
paddle raise were earmarked for the St. Clair County Child Advocacy Center, a non-profit organization 
that provides a safe, child-friendly environment for conducting forensic interviews and medical      
evaluation. “We enjoyed a sold-out event and celebrated while raising money for the community we 
serve,” said Swansea Rotary Club President Ed Henrichs. “I would like to thank everyone who         
volunteered, sponsored, participated and enjoyed the event. It was a proud night to be a Rotarian!” 
Photos from the evening are featured on the Rotary Club’s website photo gallery. Members of 
Swansea Rotary meet weekly at the Thompson Center in Mel Price Park on Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. and 
guests are always welcome to attend to learn more about the Rotary mission to provide service to others,                                                   
promote integrity and advance world  understanding, goodwill and peace through our fellowship of 
business, professional and community leaders. For additional information please visit the Swansea 
Rotary Club website at www.swansearotary.org or email info@swansearotary.org.  

About Rotary Rotary brings together a global network of volunteer leaders dedicated to tackling the 
world’s most pressing humanitarian challenges. Rotary connects 1.4 million members of more than 
46,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 countries and geographical areas. Their work improves lives at both 
the local and international levels, from helping those in need in their own communities to working 
toward a polio-free world. For more information, visit Rotary.org. To find a club near you visit    
https://my.rotary.org/en/club-search.  ### 

Swansea Fire Department Civic Association  
Awards Banquet 2024 

The Swansea Fire Department Fireman Civic Association held 
its Annual Awards Banquet on January 20, 2024. The Fire-
man’s Civic Association hosts this banquet so that we may  
recognize our members for their Dedication and Service to the 
Village. The FD recognizes members for their Years of Service, 
Rookie Cadet of the Year, and Cadet of the Year, which is     

decided on by the Cadet Sponsors based on performance with the department, Member with the Most 
Training Attended, Member with the Most Calls Answered, Firefighter Rookie of the Year, and the Officer of 
the Year, which is chosen by the firefighters 
based on the Officer’s performance including 
attendance to Trainings, Calls and improving the 
department and themselves to better serve their 
Community. Last but not least, the Firefighter of 
the Year, is chosen by the FD Officers based on 
the same conditions as the Officer of the Year. I 
would like to thank all of our members and their 
families for their dedication, service, and their 
understanding when the calls come in, and 
members are leaving their family functions to 
respond to our residents' needs. 

 
 

Republic Yard Waste Services Will Begin In April.  

Yard waste prices will increase to $12.99 and are 
billed on a quarterly basis. Yard waste is optional for 
residents but must have trash service. Yard waste 
service runs once a week from  
April 1– Dec 31. Call Republic    
Services for details 618-656-6883. 

-5 Years of Service 
 -Kevin Johnson 

 -Christopher Pro-
casky 

-10 Years of Service 
 -Cole Kaemmerer 
 -Benjamin Sullins 

-20 Years of Service 
 -Kody Koudelka 

-25 Years of Service 
 -Douglas Little 

 -Kevin Schnarre 
Rookie Cadet of the Year 

 -Connor Simmons 
  

Cadet of the Year 
 -Eric Brandenburger 

Most Trainings Attended 
 -Benjamin Sullins 

Most Calls Answered 
 -Jack Korves 
Rookie FF of the Year 

 -Connor Forhan 
Officer of the Year 

 -David Schaefer 
Firefighter of the Year 

 -Chris Procasky 
  

St. Clair Township Yard Waste 

Yard waste drop off starts back on 
March 1- May 31. 

Its’ free! Simply bag 
your yard waste and bring to 107 Ser-
vice Street to drop off behind the 
building. Please take your bag(s) with 
you.  
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VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Swansea Government Center 

1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 

www.swanseail.org 
Administration, 

Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

  
Building, Zoning, Permits 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

  
Swansea Police Department 

Emergency: 911 
Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 

swanseap@swanseail.org 
  

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 

Engine House: 618-234-3291 
  

Village of Swansea Officials 

President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 

Village Clerk Tyler Thompson  
tthompson@swanseail.org 

Treasurer John Walter  
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 

mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald  
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian Thouvenot  
bthouvenot@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer  

mneumeyer@swanseail.org 
Trustee Jeff Parker  

jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Cary Lewis V  

    carylewis@swanseail.org  

SSccrraapp  MMeettaall  aanndd  EElleeccttrroonniiccss  MMoonntthhllyy  DDrriivvee  CCaalleennddaarrss  
March 2024 

Monday – 4th Committee Meetings 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. at the Government Center 
Saturday – 9th Park Board Meeting 7 a.m. Norman Lehr Center and Patriots Meeting 8 a.m. Norman Lehr 
Center 
Tuesday – 12th Planning & Zoning Board Meeting 6 p.m. at the Government Center 
Thursday – 14th Rotary Club 7:30 a.m.  at the Thompson Civic Center 
Saturday– 16th Leaf Burning Resumes (through May 15th see page 2 for details) 
Monday – 18th Committee Meetings 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. at the Government Center 
Thursday – 21st Rotary Club 7:30 a.m.  at the Thompson Civic Center 
Thursday – 28th Rotary Club 7:30 a.m.  at the Thompson Civic Center 
Friday – 29th Government Center and all non-emergency services Closed for Easter Holiday 
 

April 2024 
Monday – 1st Committee Meetings 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. at the Government Center 
Saturday – 6th Park Board Meeting 7 a.m. and Patriots Meeting 8 a.m. at the Norman Lehr Center 
Thursday – 11th Rotary Club Meeting 7:30 a.m. at the Thompson Civic Center and Planning  & Zoning Board 
Meeting 6 p.m.  at the Government Center 
Monday – 15th Committee Meetings 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. at the Government Center 
Thursday – 18th Rotary Club Meeting 7:30 a.m. at the Thompson Civic Center 
Thursday – 25th Rotary Club Meeting 7:30 a.m. at the Thompson Civic Center 
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IItt’’ss  nneevveerr  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 
618-416-7820 
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

Your affordable assisted living community... 
fully certified to operate through the   Illinois 

Supportive  

Living program 

RRoottaarryy  DDiinnnneerr  AAuuccttiioonn  
Swansea Rotary Celebrates A Successful Annual Dinner Auction 

Proceeds of more than $34,000 will support community programs throughout the community 

Swansea, Illinois, February 27, 2024 - The Rotary Club of Swansea would like to thank everyone 
who supported their recent “Rotary Round Up” Annual Dinner Auction. Proceeds of more than 
$34,000 will be used throughout the year to support nonprofit organizations and community     
programs that align with the basic principles of Rotary. The event was held on Saturday, February 
24, 2024 at the Belleville/Swansea Moose Lodge 1221.  More than 200 people attended the event, 
which featured a country-western theme and included appetizers, buffet dinner and drinks. The 
Without Limits - Team Galaxy Special Olympics Cheer Team kicked off the festivities with a special 
performance, and guests enjoyed a robust silent auction and photo booth, as well as a reverse raffle, 
split equally by winners Marsha Reiniger and Shelly Ettling. The highlight of the fundraising activities 
was a live auction and paddle raise, led by Swansea Mayor Michael Leopold. Proceeds from the     
paddle raise were earmarked for the St. Clair County Child Advocacy Center, a non-profit organization 
that provides a safe, child-friendly environment for conducting forensic interviews and medical      
evaluation. “We enjoyed a sold-out event and celebrated while raising money for the community we 
serve,” said Swansea Rotary Club President Ed Henrichs. “I would like to thank everyone who         
volunteered, sponsored, participated and enjoyed the event. It was a proud night to be a Rotarian!” 
Photos from the evening are featured on the Rotary Club’s website photo gallery. Members of 
Swansea Rotary meet weekly at the Thompson Center in Mel Price Park on Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. and 
guests are always welcome to attend to learn more about the Rotary mission to provide service to others,                                                   
promote integrity and advance world  understanding, goodwill and peace through our fellowship of 
business, professional and community leaders. For additional information please visit the Swansea 
Rotary Club website at www.swansearotary.org or email info@swansearotary.org.  

About Rotary Rotary brings together a global network of volunteer leaders dedicated to tackling the 
world’s most pressing humanitarian challenges. Rotary connects 1.4 million members of more than 
46,000 Rotary clubs in over 200 countries and geographical areas. Their work improves lives at both 
the local and international levels, from helping those in need in their own communities to working 
toward a polio-free world. For more information, visit Rotary.org. To find a club near you visit    
https://my.rotary.org/en/club-search.  ### 

Swansea Fire Department Civic Association  
Awards Banquet 2024 

The Swansea Fire Department Fireman Civic Association held 
its Annual Awards Banquet on January 20, 2024. The Fire-
man’s Civic Association hosts this banquet so that we may  
recognize our members for their Dedication and Service to the 
Village. The FD recognizes members for their Years of Service, 
Rookie Cadet of the Year, and Cadet of the Year, which is     

decided on by the Cadet Sponsors based on performance with the department, Member with the Most 
Training Attended, Member with the Most Calls Answered, Firefighter Rookie of the Year, and the Officer of 
the Year, which is chosen by the firefighters 
based on the Officer’s performance including 
attendance to Trainings, Calls and improving the 
department and themselves to better serve their 
Community. Last but not least, the Firefighter of 
the Year, is chosen by the FD Officers based on 
the same conditions as the Officer of the Year. I 
would like to thank all of our members and their 
families for their dedication, service, and their 
understanding when the calls come in, and 
members are leaving their family functions to 
respond to our residents' needs. 

 
 

Republic Yard Waste Services Will Begin In April.  

Yard waste prices will increase to $12.99 and are 
billed on a quarterly basis. Yard waste is optional for 
residents but must have trash service. Yard waste 
service runs once a week from  
April 1– Dec 31. Call Republic    
Services for details 618-656-6883. 

-5 Years of Service 
 -Kevin Johnson 

 -Christopher Pro-
casky 

-10 Years of Service 
 -Cole Kaemmerer 
 -Benjamin Sullins 

-20 Years of Service 
 -Kody Koudelka 

-25 Years of Service 
 -Douglas Little 

 -Kevin Schnarre 
Rookie Cadet of the Year 

 -Connor Simmons 
  

Cadet of the Year 
 -Eric Brandenburger 

Most Trainings Attended 
 -Benjamin Sullins 

Most Calls Answered 
 -Jack Korves 
Rookie FF of the Year 

 -Connor Forhan 
Officer of the Year 

 -David Schaefer 
Firefighter of the Year 

 -Chris Procasky 
  

St. Clair Township Yard Waste 

Yard waste drop off starts back on 
March 1- May 31. 

Its’ free! Simply bag 
your yard waste and bring to 107 Ser-
vice Street to drop off behind the 
building. Please take your bag(s) with 
you.  
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs 

 

Building Permits Are Required In 
The Village of Swansea! 

If you are having electrical, mechanical, 
plumbing or building work done at your 
property please call the Government Center 
at 234-0044 to complete a building applica-
tion before starting the work. Inspections 
are required for any permit that is issued. 
You can submit the application and plans on 
our website: www.swanseail.org.  
Plumbing application must have both plumb-
er’s license # and the contractor or compa-
ny’s license # and 
need to be current 
the day the permit 
is issued.   
 

RReemmiinnddeerrss  Chad Wood Memorial Scholarship - 2024 Applications Now Available   

Village’s Sewer Rate Increase 
Upcoming changes for the Village’s Sewer 
Rates. These changes are an effort to run an 
efficient and cost-effective Waste Water Treat-
ment Plant. With many significant capital pro-
jects upcoming, Officials understand that 
more resources will be required to maintain 
the plant and the system for the next ten 
years. After completing a six-month Rate 
Study, the Village has passed an ordinance in-
creasing sewer rates as follows: 

Effective Date Basic User 
Charge 

Basic Service 
Charge 

3-1 2024 $2.79 $27.90 

3-1-2025 $2.90 $29.01 

The Rotary Club of Swansea annually sponsors      
scholarships in the memory of Chad Wood, who was a 
student at Belleville East when he died in a May 9, 2005 
automobile accident.  
 
In 2024, the club will award three $2,000 scholarships, 
with the competition open to all graduating high school 
students who currently reside in the Village of Swansea 
at the time of the March 20, 2024 application deadline, 
and/or who have resided in the Village of Swansea for at 
least three of the past five years immediately prior to the 
March 20, 2024 application deadline.   
 
Students who expect to graduate from Althoff Catholic High School; Belleville East; Belleville West; 
Governor French Academy; private or parochial schools in Madison County or St. Clair County, IL; 
St. Louis City or St. Louis County (MO), and who satisfy the residency requirements as above stat-
ed, are eligible, subject to the following qualifications: 
 

The applicant must be a person of good moral character who has demonstrated a commitment 
to the concept of community service and volunteerism. 

Each applicant must submit an essay of 350-500 words on a subject related to Rotary’s motto of 
“Service Above Self.” 

The applicant must have attained a GPA of at least 3.0+ at the time of application (if school is on 
a 4.0 basis) or 4.0+ (if on a 5.0 basis). 

The applicant must submit at least one letter of recommendation from a teacher, counselor, cler-
gy member, or other unrelated adult who knows the applicant’s interests, work habits and 
capabilities. 

The application, essay and letter of recommendation must be submitted by mail not later than 
March 20, 2024.  The envelope must bear a post-mark date of March 20, 2024 or earlier. 

Application must be complete at the time of receipt.  Failure to follow instructions and/or an 
incomplete application will not be considered.   

 
Please visit the Swansea Rotary website at www.swansearotary.org to download a copy of the ap-
plication form and to review complete rules and regulations. The completed application form, essay 
and recommendation letter(s) must be mailed to: 
Lisa Wahlig 
1007 South St. 
New Athens IL 62264 
 
Selection of recipients will take place in the first few weeks of April and recipients will be notified by 
the Rotary Club. The selected scholarship recipients and their parents will be invited to attend the 
Swansea Rotary Club's 7:30 AM meeting on Thursday, June 13, 2024 and will be presented with 
their certificates and scholarship checks at that time. 

Monthly Recycling Drive In Collinsville 
When: 2nd Saturday of every month (except December and January) 
Time: 9-11 a.m. 
Where: Public Parking Lot 227 W. Main Street 
For questions: 618-344-7232 
Items accepted: Screen 32” and smaller $20, Screen 32” and larger $30, 
Office Equipment, Electronics, Batteries, Vehicles, Appliances, Machinery, CRT TV/Monitors 
$20 - $40 based on size 
Items Not Accepted: Paper, Glass, Plastic, Wood, Cardboard, and Tires 



MARCH 2024 PAGE 3 THE SWANSEA REPORT THE SWANSEA REPORT PAGE 10 MARCH 2024 

BBeewwaarree  ––  CCaattaallyyttiicc  CCoonnvveerrtteerr  TThheeffttss 
On 12-11-23, employees at the Swansea Public Works Department learned that subject entered the secured 
yard overnight and cut catalytic converters from multiple Village-owned work trucks.  As a result, the 
Swansea Police Department initiated a criminal investigation. During the investigation, Detectives teamed up 
with the St. Clair County Metro East Auto Theft Task Force (MEATTF), and a suspect was identified. As 
Detectives continued to search for the suspect, who was believed to be a homeless person, catalytic convert-
ers were  taken from work trucks at additional businesses within the Village. On 02-10-24, with the assis-
tance of the Belleville Police Department, a suspect was taken into custody while in the act of removing cat-
alytic converters from vehicles at a local business. The suspect was interviewed by detectives and a copy of 
the case file is currently under review for criminal charges at the St. Clair County State’s Attorney’s office.              
In compliance with the Bail Reform Act, the suspect has been released pending this review. Since the subject 
has not been formally charged, his identity is being withheld at the time of this article. The theft of catalytic   
converters is becoming increasingly problematic in our region and the repair costs for victims can be        
significant. The Police Department is asking the public to be vigilant relating to suspicious persons and   
noises and contact us immediately with their concerns. 

SSiiggnn  UUpp  FFoorr  TThhee  SSppoorrttss  FFiieellddss  
Starting in March, the Village of 
Swansea will start accepting applica-
tions for the 2024 sports field. The 
application can be found at  
www.swanseail.org under the Docu-
ment - Form Center  

The sign-up for teams comes on a 
first come, first serve basis 

TToo  SSiiggnn--UUpp  FFoorr                
NNoottiiffiiccaattiioonnss  OOff      
CCoommmmiitttteeee  AAnndd  

BBooaarrdd    AAggeennddaass,,  
MMiinnuutteess,,  AAnndd  SSwwaannsseeaa  RReeppoorrtt  PPlleeaassee  DDoo  

TThhee  FFoolllloowwiinngg::  

Go to www.swanseail.org  

Hover over How Do I and click on Sign Up 
for Notifications 

Following the instructions below.  

Notify Me 

1. Type your email address in the box and 
select Notify Me Sign In. 

2. If you want to receive text message enter 
your phone number and select Save. 

3. To subscribe or unsubscribe 

click  and/or  next to the lists to 
which you wish to subscribe/unsubscribe. 
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LLeeaaff  BBuurrnniinngg  RReessuummeess  
MMaarrcchh  1155tthh      

Leaf Burning will resume March 
16th through May 15th on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays 
only from 9 AM to 6 PM. 
Burning is not allowed on 
Village streets or within the 
Village right-of-way. Fires must 
be attended and kept under 
control at all times.  
Should the weather be 
excessively windy, conditions 
be wet, or air forecasted to be 
unhealthy for sensitive groups 
(101 – 150) or higher as 
determined by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency dates above, burning 
on said dates shall not be 
permitted. In the event of such 
conditions, the Village will post 
its determination on the 
Village’s website, and send a 
Code Red alert to residents 
registered for such alerts. 
However, it shall be incumbent 
on anyone intending to burn 
yard waste, to first reference the 
Village website for any such 
notice.   
While the Village makes this 
temporary allowance, all 
residents should consider the 
impact burning yard waste 
might have on their neighbors. 
Those with asthma or other 
respiratory issues can be 
significantly affected by smoke.  

SSwwaannsseeaa  VVeetteerraannss  
NNaammeess  NNeeeeddeedd  

The Swansea Memorial Day 
Ceremony will be Monday, May 
27, 2024 at Mel Price Park at 
10 AM. Veteran residents of 
Swansea, please send your 
information to Stefanie Proffitt 
at sproffitt@swanseail.org or 
you may also contact Mike 
Koeneman at 618-779-6808 to 
have your name and service 
added to the Memorial Day 
Ceremony booklet.  

  
  
  
  

SSeewweerr  BBiilllliinngg  RReemmiinnddeerr  
The sewer bills are due on or 
around the 20th of the odd 
months. You are welcome to 
call the office for your amount. 
You can drop payment in our 
secure drop box located by the 
flag pole without getting out of 
your vehicle. Available 24/7.  
There are different options to 
pay your bill as well, please ask 
for details.  

  

Important Information Chief’s Corner 
OOffffiiccee  CClloosseedd  

The Swansea Government 
Center and all non-emergency 
services of the Village will be 
closed on Friday, March 29th 
for Good Friday.   
 

 

 

 

 

Easter is not observed by      
Republic Services so collection 
dates for refuse and recycling 
will not be affected.  

The Swansea Report is published every other month by 
the Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul Avenue, Swansea, 
Illinois, as a community service to our residents and 
businesses. Copyright by the Village of Swansea, 

Illinois. Reproduction, or the use,  
in any manner and without permission,  

of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
Mailed free to all addresses within Swansea.  

For information on advertising or news stories, call 234-
0044, Monday - Friday, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 

IItt’’ss  TTiimmee  TToo  PPllaann  YYoouurr  EEvveennttss  
Paperwork and payment are required to rent a building or pavilion at the Mel Price Park, Schranz 
Park and Clinton Hill Conservation Park. Please call our office 618-234-0044 Monday-Friday 8-4 p.m. 
to check availability and check the website for more pictures and prices. 
 3 pavilions at the Schranz Park   
 3 pavilions at the Mel Park Price  
 Clinton Hills Pavilion 

                                              New School Resource Officer in Swansea Schools 
The Police Department would like to introduce our new School Resource Officer, Marquis Jones. Officer 
Jones has been with our agency since March 2022. He previously worked for the Ferguson, MO Police 
Department and the St. Charles County, MO Police Department. He is an active member of the Illinois 
Army National Guard with over 13 years of service. Officer Jones enjoys football, wrestling, and working 
with the Army JROTC program. He has a black belt in Taekwondo, is an avid weightlifter, and likes to 
show off his skills in the bowling alley. He has 23 siblings and is the proud father to his 10-year-old 
daughter. Good luck in your new assignment Officer Jones! 

The conclusion of 2023 marked the end of Officer Jason Tutterow’s tour of duty as our School Re-
source officer. Officer Jason, as affectionately known by students, worked diligently the past few years 
with our three school districts, High Mount School, Wolf Branch School, and the Elite Scholars STEAM 
Academy. While in his assignment, SRO Tutterow displayed amazing care and commitment to our 
youth and built meaningful relationships with the students. Officer Tutterow returns to the patrol unit in 
2024 and we look forward to his service in that capacity. Thank you very much Officer Tutterow for 
your service as our SRO! 

                                             2023 Police Officer of the Year Announced 
Congratulations to Officer Seth Belford on his selection as the 2023 Swansea PD Officer of the Year. 
Officer Belford earned an Aggressive Criminal Enforcement (ACE) for his efforts in fighting crime and 
keeping our community safe. Additionally, he received a Chief’s Commendation for locating and arrest-
ing a fatality hit-and-run suspect from a neighboring jurisdiction. The Officer of the Year Award is based 
on nominations from officers and selected by a committee of colleagues. Job well done Officer Belford 
and well deserved!  

 

2023 SILEC/SIPCA Award Recipients 
Deputy Chief Keith Howard received a Blue Light Award during the annual Southwestern Illinois Law 
Enforcement Commission/Southern Illinois Police Chiefs Association banquet. The award is presented 
to an employee who serves as a role model to others and demonstrates loyalty, dependability, and the 
highest standards of moral and ethical character. DC Howard developed numerous programs through-
out 2023 to further our abilities to serve our community. Thank you DC and congratulations on the 
prestigious award! 

 

                                   2023 SILEC/SIPCA Award Recipients              
Congratulations also to Officer Andrew Hewitt who received a Unit Citation at the 2023 annual South-
western Illinois Law Enforcement Commission/Southern Illinois Police Chiefs Association banquet. or 
his contributions to the St. Clair County Drug Tactical Unit combatting drugs and violent crime in our 
county. Thank you Officer Hewitt for your dedication and hard work on this dangerous yet important as-
signment!  

Chief Blomberg Elected to the FBINAA Executive Board 
In January, Chief Blomberg was elected 3rd Vice President to the Executive Board of the South-
ern Division of the FBI National Academy Associates Illinois Chapter. The Executive Board is a 
5-year commitment with Chief Blomberg to become the President in 2027. He attended the FBI 
National Academy Session 283 during the summer of 2022 and has actively served with the 
alumni association ever since his graduation. (Chief Blomberg pictured 2nd from right) 
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VViillllaaggee  ooff  SSwwaannsseeaa  PPrroojjeecctt  TTiimmeelliinnee    ffoorr  FFYY2255  BBuuddggeett  WHAT’S INSIDE 
THIS MONTH 

March 
March 4 

Brief Finance Committee on the status 
of the budget 

March 4 - 15 
Continue reviewing the budget and 

updating projections with actual 
data 

March 18 
Brief Finance Committee 

March 27 
Tentative budget to Clerk for board packet 

APRIL 
April 1 

Announce the tentative budget will be available for public inspection on April 4th 
after 8:30 a.m. 

Set the Public Hearing for the budget as Monday, April 17th at 5:45 
Review the cover ordinance for adoption of the budget and forward from Com-

mittee to the Board 
April 2 

 Post the tentative budget at Village Hall by 8:30 a.m. to make available for public 
inspection 

April 15 
Public Hearing at 5:45 p.m. 
Discuss any proposed changes or modifications to tentative budget with the 

Board 
Review the final budget, pass the ordinance and adopt FY24 Budget 

April 30 
Last date possible for Budget approval by state law.  Copies of the Annual Budget 

are on file in Village Hall and posted on the Village website.  FY24 approved 
budget distributed to all departments 

May 
May 30 

Last day to file Certified Copy of Budget with the County Clerk (within 30 days of 
adoption) 

Private Video Camera Registration Program 

In an effort to  reinforce and assist our Swansea Po-
lice Investigations Division, residents now have the 
ability to register their camera/doorbell video sys-
tem to a database that the Swansea Police Depart-
ment will manage. By registering your camera/
doorbell system detectives will have a way of con-
tacting you for possible video  footage that could 
help solve a crime in your area/neighborhood. 

This material is strictly confidential and voluntary. 
Participants are not going to be compensated and do 
not represent the police department in any way. 

You may register by visiting swanseail.org and do the 
following: 

 Hover over the Government tab 

 Choose Police Department 

 Scroll down, click Camera Registration and com-
plete the information. 

Or copy this link to your browser: 

https://www.swanseail.org/2355/Camera-
Registration   

Should you decide to no longer be involved with the 
program or be registered on our database, you can 
request to be deleted from our listing. To unregister, 
please email Detective Sergeant Gary Reuter at   
greuter@swanseail.org or contact him at (618) 233-
8114. 


