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Exploring the Transformation: Construction     
Updates at Clinton Hills Conservation Park 

Exciting changes are afoot at Clinton Hills Conservation 
Park as construction continues. As we eagerly anticipate 
the park's transformation, let's explore the enhance-
ments that lie ahead. 
Vision and Purpose 
At the heart of this endeavor lies a vision for the park, 
ensuring it remains a vibrant hub for recreation, relaxation, and community engagement 
for generations to come. The construction project is guided by a commitment to preserving 
the park's natural beauty while introducing modern amenities and infrastructure to en-
hance the visitor experience. 
Enhanced Amenities 
The Loop Trail is currently under construction and ex-
pected to be completed Summer 2024. It will be a ten-
foot wide multi-use 1½ mile trail around the northern 
end of the park. Funded through a grant from the Illi-
nois Department of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity, a grant from the Metro East Park & Recreation 
District, the trail is a $750,000+ investment. The trail 
will be a safe and accessible recreation opportunity for 
walkers, runners, and cyclists. 
This summer will also see the addition of pickleball 
courts. Located near Fletchers restaurant, these will 
be the first courts in Swansea dedicated to one of the fastest growing sports in the nation. 
The 4 courts are a $150,000+ investment in Swansea. 
Preservation of Natural Habitat 
Great care is being taken to ensure the preservation of the park's natural habitat. The 
Heartlands Conservancy manages an exploration garden at Clinton Hills. The Raindrop’s 
Journey is a 6-acre garden with wildflower meadows, native plant exhibits, interactive edu-
cational exhibits, and rainwater demonstrations. this outdoor classroom is an educational 
opportunity for school children to learn about the natural habitat of Southern Illinois and 
more! 
Two of the bridges that were falling into disrepair have been demolished, removing a haz-
ard to the public. The construction of the Loop Trail has removed some of the holes of the 
popular disc golf course. Those holes will be reinstalled as the project is completed, but in 

different locations. So, if you have played it before, 
look for a new challenge later this summer. And if you 
haven’t, connect with the St. Louis Disc Golf Club at 
https://stldgclub.com/ to learn how to get started with 
this popular sport. 
A Regional Gem 
Clinton Hills Conservation Park is already one of the 
most popular destinations in the region for great recre-
ation and fun. Make your plans to check out the new 
and improved Clinton Hills this summer. 

FREE- PAPER SHREDDING EVENT 
Provided by St Clair Township 
Located at: 107 Service Street Swansea, IL 
62226 
When: May 18th  
Time: 9am-11am 
Limit 4 bags or boxes per car.  
For more information call 618-233-3437.   

BELLEVEGAS BINGO  
517 South Illinois 
Belleville, IL 62220 
(618)234-0388/
bellevegasbingo.com

NEW WEEKLY BINGO! 
PPrroocceeeeddss  BBeenneeffiitt  

Swansea Fire Department 
Every Wednesday 

Doors open at 4:30, Bingo Starts at 7:00 p.m. 
Using Our Regular Weekly Program 

Come and Play Bingo with us Weekly on Wednesday 
and Support the 

Swansea Fire      
Department! 

Swansea is full of great people doing great things! Have you noticed 
someone that lives or works in Swansea that is always doing the right 
thing? (Even when no one is watching?) We would like to start recog-
nizing those individuals in our Swansea Report. If you know someone 
that is always doing the right thing, helping in the community and lives 
or works in Swansea we would love to hear from you.  

Please email swanadmn@swanseail.org and maybe this person will be featured in one of our up-coming 
Swansea Reports!     
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The Swansea Report is published every other month by 
the Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul Avenue, Swansea, 
Illinois, as a community service to our residents and 
businesses. Copyright by the Village of Swansea, 

Illinois. Reproduction, or the use,  
in any manner and without permission,  

of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
Mailed free to all addresses within Swansea.  

For information on advertising or news stories, call 234-
0044, Monday - Friday, 8:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 

LLeeaaff  BBuurrnniinngg  
EEnnddss  SSoooonn!!  

Leaf burning ends May 15th. Until 
then you can burn on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays only 
from 9 AM to 6 PM. Burning is not 
allowed on Village streets or within 
the Village right-of-way. Fires must 
be attended and kept under 
control at all times. Should the 
weather be excessively windy, 
conditions be wet, or air 
forecasted to be unhealthy for 
sensitive groups (101 – 150) or 
higher as determined by the 
Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency dates above, burning on 
said dates shall not be permitted. 
In the event of such conditions, 
the Village will post its 
determination on the Village’s 
website, and send a Code Red 
alert to residents registered for 
such alerts. However, it shall be 
incumbent on anyone intending to 
burn yard waste, to first reference 
the Village website for any such 
notice.  While the Village makes 
this temporary allowance, all 
residents should consider the 
impact burning yard waste might 
have on their neighbors. Those 
with asthma or other respiratory 
issues can be significantly affected 
by smoke.  

The Splash 
Pad in 
Schranz Park 
is a popular 
attraction and 
opens for the 
Summer 
starting Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day weekend.  
Open daily from 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 
p.m.  You can rent the Splash
Pad Monday-Friday 11:30 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.
Please call 618-234-0044 for
more information.

The Memorial Day Ceremony will 
be held Monday, May 27th, 2024 
at 10:00 at Mel 
Price Park, 1500 
Caseyville Ave. 
The Village of 
Swansea Park 
board will be 
honoring all 
Veterans who have served our 
nation. Any Swansea resident 
who has served can submit their 
information to 
sproffitt@swanseail.org for the 
booklet which will be printed for 
all. Deadline to submit names is 
May 13th. Please join us to 
celebrate our veterans! 

GGoovvtt..  CCeenntteerr  CClloosseedd    
MMoonnddaayy,,  MMaayy  2277tthh      

Refuse Collection Also Delayed 
The Swansea Government 
Center, all non-emergency 
services of the Village and 
Republic Services will be 
closed on Monday, May 27th 
for Memorial Day. The 
collection of refuse, 
recyclables, and yard waste 
will shift one day for all 
routes. 

The Market is 
back open for the 
season beginning 
May through 
October, rain or 
shine, every Thursday from 
10-2. Every week, fresh local
produce, baked goods, and
unique handmade crafts will
be available for sale.  It’s
located in the Rural King
Parking Lot, 2801 N. Illinois St.
If you would like to be a
vendor stop by for more info.    

Important Information May and June 2024 Calendars 
   May 

6th Committee Meeting 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. 
Government Center  
9th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic Center  
11th Swansea Park Board Meeting 7 a.m. Norman Lehr and Swansea 
Patriots Meeting 8 a.m. Norman Lehr  
14th Planning and Zoning Board Meeting 6 p.m. Government  Center  
15th Last day for Spring Burn Season  
16th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic Center  
20th Committee Meeting 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. Government  
Center  
23rd Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m.  CAVE 7645 Magna Dr., Belleville  
27th Memorial Day- Government Center Closed  
30th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic Center  
31st  Last day for St. Clair Township Yard Waste. Questions call: 618-233-3437 
Holiday Event: Memorial Day Ceremony- May 27th at 10 a.m. Mel Price Park  

  June 
3rd Committee Meeting 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. 
Government Center  
8th Swansea Park Board Meeting 7 a.m. Norman Lehr 
11th Planning and Zoning Board Meeting 6 p.m. Government 
Center  
13th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 Thompson Center  
17th Committee Meetings 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. Government  
Center  
19th Government Center Closed For Juneteenth 
20th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic      
Center  
27th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic     
Center  
Special Event: 21st Annual Rotary 5K Run/Walk  Saturday, 
June 1, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. (see page 6 for more details) 
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Chief’s Corner 

This Prime 1/4 or 1/8 Page 

News Briefs 
Swansea Officer Makes Significant Gun Arrest 

On March 16th while on patrol, Officer Matthew Lindley conducted a 
traffic stop on a vehicle for a speed violation. The stop led to the arrest 
of the driver, who was wearing body armor while armed with a fire-
arm. The driver did not possess an Illinois FOID card. A subsequent 
search of the vehicle resulted in the recovery of 2 additional pistols 
and 3 rifles as well as a large quantity of various caliber ammunition 
with multiple high capacity magazines. The driver indicated he liked 
guns and to go to the shooting range. Detective Sgt. Gary Reuter pre-
sented the case to the 
State’s Attorney’s Office, 
which issued a 7-count 
felony warrant against the 

defendant. 

A subsequent search warrant of the defendant’s resi-
dence revealed two additional rifles, which were confis-
cated. We would like to congratulate and thank Officer 
Lindley for his outstanding work! 

Swansea PD Asking Drivers To Drive Safely 
As the weather improves and more people are out enjoying warmer 

temperatures, the Swansea Police Department is asking everyone to slow 
down and obey all traffic control signs and devices. We have received a 
significant increase in traffic complaints, especially in our neighborhoods, 
where more and more children are out playing. Please obey all speed lim-
its and make complete stops at all stop signs. A complete stop means no 
movement of the vehicle before proceeding through the intersection. As a 
reminder, all cell phone usage while driving must be in a hands-free man-

ner. This includes not holding the phone while using the speaker function. Republic Services Yard 
Waste   

Yard waste is $14.05/month or 
$42.15/ quarter. Yard waste is 
optional for residents but must 
have trash service. Yard waste service runs once a 
week from  April 1– Dec 31. Call Republic  Services 
for details 618-656-6883. 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 
 Pacific in-ground pools 
 Viking fiberglass pools 
 Above-ground pools 
 Chemicals and supplies 
 Service for pools/hot tubs

Introducing SeeClickFix 

The Swansea Report is 
also posted on the web-
site at: 
www.swanseail.org 

VILLAGE OF 
SWANSEA CONTACT 

INFO 
Swansea Government Center 

1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 

www.swanseail.org 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-234-0044 

swanbnz@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 

Engine House: 618-234-3291 

Village of Swansea Officials 
President: Mike Leopold 

mayor@swanseail.org 
Village Clerk Tyler Thompson 

tthompson@swanseil.org 
Treasurer John Walter 
jwalter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Matt Lanter 

mlanter@swanseail.org 
Trustee Rocky McDonald 
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 
Trustee Brian Thouvenot 
bthouvenot@swanseail.org 
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer 
mneumeyer@swanseail.org 

Trustee Jeff Parker 
jparker@swanseail.org 
Trustee Cary Lewis V 
clewis@swanseail.org 

Swansea Police and Fire Youth Academy 

When: June 3rd - June 5th, 2024 
Time: 8a-4p each day 
Where: Fire Department Engine House #2 
Who is invited: Children ages 9-13,  Swansea 
residents and first time attendees take 
precedence 
What: We will be learning about Police, Fire 
and EMS in fun, creative ways 

Allow us to introduce you to Swansea's 
new citizen engagement app, 

SeeClickFix! 

In order to create a stronger relationship with resi-
dents, the Village of Swansea is now implementing 
SeeClickFix to help residents report their concerns. 
SeeClickFix will help with faster response times and 
give residents an opportunity to voice their concerns 
and suggestions. 
Residents can report a concern on the Village website, 
as well as through the SeeClickFix mobile app. We 
believe that this will allow residents to report issues in 
a more convenient way. Upon submitting the request, 
you will receive a notification that it has been re-
ceived and is being looked into.  
With the mobile app and website, Swansea residents 
will be able to provide the Village with a more accu-
rate description, photos, and videos in a more accessi-
ble way. This will provide the staff with all of the nec-
essary tools to solve potential problems in an efficient 
and timely manner. SeeClickFix will allow Village offi-
cials to process the submitted requests and send them 
to the proper department. This will ensure that the 
conflict is properly managed from the time that it is 
received up until it has been resolved. Swansea resi-
dents will be informed throughout the entirety of 
their request. The platform not only allows residents 
to report problems, but also to view, comment on, 
and vote to fix problems submitted by their neigh-
bors. In addition, residents can set notifications about 
any other issues reported in the community. This will 
allow residents to stay informed on all service re-
quests, and not just the ones they report. If you wish 
to be anonymous in your request, report the concern 
as a guest to maintain confidentiality. To download 
the mobile app, click the link below: 
Apple: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/seeclickfix/
id322000552 
Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com.seeclickfix.ma.android&hl=en_US 

Reminder- The Annual Price Increase for Solid Waste 

Residents will receive a supplement bill for the new annual 
price, effective May 1st, for service used May 1st to June 
30th and going forward. Residents were billed for April 1st-
April 30th at old pricing. May 1st to June 30th for new     
pricing. 
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IItt’’ss  nneevveerr  ttoooo  eeaarrllyy  
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 
618-416-7820
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

Scrap Metal and Electronics Monthly Drive 

Your affordable assisted living community... 
fully certified to operate through the  

Illinois Supportive 

Living program 

Congratulations, Sgt. Breannna Kemper-Damm 
On April 9, 2024, Sgt. Breanna Kemper-Damm received the 2024 Susan 
Nichols Women in Law Enforcement Leadership Award presented by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement Training and Standards Board Executive Institute. 
Sgt. Kemper-Damm established our comprehensive employee wellness pro-
gram in partnership with We Never Walk Alone, a 24/7 crisis helpline dedi-
cated to first responders. Additionally, Sgt. Kemper-Damm spearheaded our 
collaborative effort with Anew Perspectives to provide our employees with 
mental health and counseling services for themselves and their families. She 
also worked diligently to organize our first village-wide employee health 
fair.  

Under Sgt. Kemper-Damm’s leadership, the Swansea Police Department  
developed and implemented our Special Needs Locator Program to offer 
families with loved 
ones with special 

needs disorders a way to 
help our department 

serve these individuals and locate them should they 
become lost, disoriented, or unable to communicate. 

Congratulations Sgt. Kemper-Damm,  we are ex-
tremely proud of you! 

Sgt. Kemper-Damm pictured 
with Director Nichols 
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Rotary Club 5K Run/Walk News Briefs 
““SSeerrvviiccee  AAbboovvee  SSeellff””  

RRoottaarryy  CClluubb  ooff  

Monthly Recycling Drive In Collinsville 
When: 2nd Saturday of every month (except December and January) 

Time: 9-11 a.m. 

Where: Public Parking Lot 227 W. Main Street 

For questions: 618-344-7232 

Items accepted: Screen 32” and smaller $20, Screen 32” and larger $30, Office Equipment,      
Electronics, Batteries, Vehicles, Appliances, Machinery, CRT TV/Monitors $20 - $40 based on size 

May 19-25, 2024 Marks the 64th Annual National  
Public Works Week Sponsored by The American 

Public Works Association.  

The Village of Swansea would like to send a big THANK YOU to 
the Public Works Department for all they do for the Village.  

This type of position requires physical work to help maintain the 
roads, streets, parks, buildings, etc. These men work hard each 
day to make the village look great!  

If you happen to see any of the guys out this week let them know how much they are appreciated. 
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incumbent on anyone intending to 
burn yard waste, to first reference 
the Village website for any such 
notice.  While the Village makes 
this temporary allowance, all 
residents should consider the 
impact burning yard waste might 
have on their neighbors. Those 
with asthma or other respiratory 
issues can be significantly affected 
by smoke.  

The Splash 
Pad in 
Schranz Park 
is a popular 
attraction and 
opens for the 
Summer 
starting Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day weekend.  
Open daily from 9:30 a.m. - 8:00 
p.m.  You can rent the Splash
Pad Monday-Friday 11:30 a.m. -
1:30 p.m.
Please call 618-234-0044 for
more information.

The Memorial Day Ceremony will 
be held Monday, May 27th, 2024 
at 10:00 at Mel 
Price Park, 1500 
Caseyville Ave. 
The Village of 
Swansea Park 
board will be 
honoring all 
Veterans who have served our 
nation. Any Swansea resident 
who has served can submit their 
information to 
sproffitt@swanseail.org for the 
booklet which will be printed for 
all. Deadline to submit names is 
May 13th. Please join us to 
celebrate our veterans! 

GGoovvtt..  CCeenntteerr  CClloosseedd    
MMoonnddaayy,,  MMaayy  2277tthh      

Refuse Collection Also Delayed 
The Swansea Government 
Center, all non-emergency 
services of the Village and 
Republic Services will be 
closed on Monday, May 27th 
for Memorial Day. The 
collection of refuse, 
recyclables, and yard waste 
will shift one day for all 
routes. 

The Market is 
back open for the 
season beginning 
May through 
October, rain or 
shine, every Thursday from 
10-2. Every week, fresh local
produce, baked goods, and
unique handmade crafts will
be available for sale.  It’s
located in the Rural King
Parking Lot, 2801 N. Illinois St.
If you would like to be a
vendor stop by for more info.    

Important Information May and June 2024 Calendars 
   May 

6th Committee Meeting 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. 
Government Center  
9th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic Center  
11th Swansea Park Board Meeting 7 a.m. Norman Lehr and Swansea 
Patriots Meeting 8 a.m. Norman Lehr  
14th Planning and Zoning Board Meeting 6 p.m. Government  Center  
15th Last day for Spring Burn Season  
16th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic Center  
20th Committee Meeting 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. Government  
Center  
23rd Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m.  CAVE 7645 Magna Dr., Belleville  
27th Memorial Day- Government Center Closed  
30th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic Center  
31st  Last day for St. Clair Township Yard Waste. Questions call: 618-233-3437 
Holiday Event: Memorial Day Ceremony- May 27th at 10 a.m. Mel Price Park  

  June 
3rd Committee Meeting 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. 
Government Center  
8th Swansea Park Board Meeting 7 a.m. Norman Lehr 
11th Planning and Zoning Board Meeting 6 p.m. Government 
Center  
13th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 Thompson Center  
17th Committee Meetings 6 p.m. and Village Board Meeting 7 p.m. Government  
Center  
19th Government Center Closed For Juneteenth 
20th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic      
Center  
27th Swansea Rotary Club 7:30 a.m. Thompson Civic     
Center  
Special Event: 21st Annual Rotary 5K Run/Walk  Saturday, 
June 1, 2024 at 8:00 a.m. (see page 6 for more details) 
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WHAT’S INSIDE 
THIS MONTH 

Exploring the Transformation: Construction     
Updates at Clinton Hills Conservation Park 

Exciting changes are afoot at Clinton Hills Conservation 
Park as construction continues. As we eagerly anticipate 
the park's transformation, let's explore the enhance-
ments that lie ahead. 
Vision and Purpose 
At the heart of this endeavor lies a vision for the park, 
ensuring it remains a vibrant hub for recreation, relaxation, and community engagement 
for generations to come. The construction project is guided by a commitment to preserving 
the park's natural beauty while introducing modern amenities and infrastructure to en-
hance the visitor experience. 
Enhanced Amenities 
The Loop Trail is currently under construction and ex-
pected to be completed Summer 2024. It will be a ten-
foot wide multi-use 1½ mile trail around the northern 
end of the park. Funded through a grant from the Illi-
nois Department of Commerce and Economic Oppor-
tunity, a grant from the Metro East Park & Recreation 
District, the trail is a $750,000+ investment. The trail 
will be a safe and accessible recreation opportunity for 
walkers, runners, and cyclists. 
This summer will also see the addition of pickleball 
courts. Located near Fletchers restaurant, these will 
be the first courts in Swansea dedicated to one of the fastest growing sports in the nation. 
The 4 courts are a $150,000+ investment in Swansea. 
Preservation of Natural Habitat 
Great care is being taken to ensure the preservation of the park's natural habitat. The 
Heartlands Conservancy manages an exploration garden at Clinton Hills. The Raindrop’s 
Journey is a 6-acre garden with wildflower meadows, native plant exhibits, interactive edu-
cational exhibits, and rainwater demonstrations. this outdoor classroom is an educational 
opportunity for school children to learn about the natural habitat of Southern Illinois and 
more! 
Two of the bridges that were falling into disrepair have been demolished, removing a haz-
ard to the public. The construction of the Loop Trail has removed some of the holes of the 
popular disc golf course. Those holes will be reinstalled as the project is completed, but in 

different locations. So, if you have played it before, 
look for a new challenge later this summer. And if you 
haven’t, connect with the St. Louis Disc Golf Club at 
https://stldgclub.com/ to learn how to get started with 
this popular sport. 
A Regional Gem 
Clinton Hills Conservation Park is already one of the 
most popular destinations in the region for great recre-
ation and fun. Make your plans to check out the new 
and improved Clinton Hills this summer. 

FREE- PAPER SHREDDING EVENT 
Provided by St Clair Township 
Located at: 107 Service Street Swansea, IL 
62226 
When: May 18th  
Time: 9am-11am 
Limit 4 bags or boxes per car.  
For more information call 618-233-3437.   

BELLEVEGAS BINGO  
517 South Illinois 
Belleville, IL 62220 
(618)234-0388/
bellevegasbingo.com

NEW WEEKLY BINGO! 
PPrroocceeeeddss  BBeenneeffiitt  

Swansea Fire Department 
Every Wednesday 

Doors open at 4:30, Bingo Starts at 7:00 p.m. 
Using Our Regular Weekly Program 

Come and Play Bingo with us Weekly on Wednesday 
and Support the 

Swansea Fire      
Department! 

Swansea is full of great people doing great things! Have you noticed 
someone that lives or works in Swansea that is always doing the right 
thing? (Even when no one is watching?) We would like to start recog-
nizing those individuals in our Swansea Report. If you know someone 
that is always doing the right thing, helping in the community and lives 
or works in Swansea we would love to hear from you.  

Please email swanadmn@swanseail.org and maybe this person will be featured in one of our up-coming 
Swansea Reports!     


