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On May 24, 2017, the Illinois Senate 
approved Senate Bill 9, and sent it to 
the Illinois House. While the House 
failed to take final action by their 
normal adjournment of May 31

st
, the 

final action deadline for the bill was 
extended until June 30

th
. So action 

may still be possible before July 1
st
.  

Among the bill’s provisions is a 
proposed increase in the state income 
tax to 4.95% for individuals, estates 
and trusts, and to 7% for corporations, 
retroactive to January 1, 2017. Illinois 
income tax applies to every individual, 
trust, estate, and corporation - who 
currently pay 3.75% of net revenue  - 
and to all corporations, who currently 
pay 5.25%, also of net income. The 
Illinois Department of Revenue 
defines “Illinois Income Tax” as “…a 
tax that is imposed on the privilege of 
earning or receiving income in, or as a 
resident of, the State of Illinois”.  

By law, local governments like 
Swansea receive a portion of the 
income tax collected by the State.  
Since Feb 1, 2015, that share has 
been 8% of the net collections (total 
collections minus money set aside for 
refunds) of all income tax received 
from individuals, trusts, and estates, 
and 9.14% of the net income tax 
received from corporations. Note that 
these percentages are a reduction 
from the original rate that was 
supposed to be shared with counties 
and municipalities.  

Some residents might wonder how 
the State of Illinois can be sharing 
revenue with local governments when 
the state is in such dire financial 
condition.  But in 1969 when 

State Budget Impasse Potentially 
Impacts Revenues to Swansea 

Road Paving 

Projects Underway 
 
Bids for resurfacing select oil and 
chip roadways with new asphalt 
overlay came in $80,000 under 
budget so the Village has added a 
number of streets to the project list. 
 
The contractor started in mid-June 
with Smelting Works Rd, from the 
edge of the new Smelting Works to 
McDonald Blvd and then from 
McDonald Blvd to Chambers. This 
work was to be completed before 
the end of June in order to utilize 
$25,000 in state grant funds.  
 
Other roadways to be resurfaced 
immediately afterward include: 
 

Kinsella Ave 

 from "H" Street to Morgan 

Caseyville Ave 

 from Kinsella to Shae-Fries 

Duncan Ave 

 from Morgan to Caseyville 

Johanna Place 

 for its entire length 

Schobert Avenue 

 for its entire length 

Marilyn Avenue 

 from Morgan to Caseyville 

Philecia Drive 

 from Marla Kay to Bobbie Drive 

Castle Drive 

 from Philecia Drive  to Marla Kay 

 
While any road construction causes 
some temporary inconvenience for 
residents and motorists, in the end 
these streets will be greatly 
improved through the work.  
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Governor Richard Ogilvie was 
proposed to enact an income tax for 
Illinois, he needed the help of 
Chicago’s Mayor Daley to get the tax 
through the General Assembly. 
Mayor Daley was able to help ensure 
enough legislators would support 
passing the tax, but he did so with the 
inclusion of a key element - an 
agreement that 10% of the revenue 
would be shared with local 
governments. On the flip side, those 
local governments agreed to not 
impose their own local income taxes, 
which would undoubtedly have varied 
from community to community. 

This shared income tax money is 
deposited into and distributed through 
the Local Government Distributive 
Fund (LGDF).  Senate Bill 9 also 
proposed changes to the statutory 
language relative to that Local 
Government Distributive Fund but 
with the intent of avoiding any 
reduction to the money distributed to 
local governments through the LGDF. 
If enacted into law as presented to 
the House, SB 9 would maintain the 
LGDF revenue distributed to 
municipalities at current levels.   

There have been some proposals 
during the ongoing state budget 
negotiations to hold back or reduce 
revenue shared through the LGDF.  
Swansea’s share, and the shares for 
all other municipalities and counties, 
are based on the population of the 
local government in proportion to the 
total population of the state.  

The Village’s share of the income tax 
is in fact the largest revenue item in 
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With the switch from 24/7 dispatching 
to administrative support from these 
Civilian Police Aides, the Police 
Department is having to change from 
the “around the clock” lobby 
reception previously provided by 
dispatchers.  

As such, face-to-face lobby reception 
will no longer be accessible to walk-in 
traffic during the following times: 

Mondays:  from 2:00am - 8:00am 
Tuesdays:  from 3:00am - 8:00am 
Wednesdays:  from 3:00am - 8:00am 
Thursdays:  from 3:00am - 8:00am 
Fridays:  from 3:00am - 8:00am 
Saturdays:  from 4:00am - 10:00am 
Sundays:  from 2:00am - 10:00am 

A phone has been mounted in the 
lobby for anyone who comes to the 
department during the hours noted 
above.  A Belleville telecommunicator 
will answer the phone and be able to 
talk to the visitor and see them 
through the lobby cameras. The 
telecommunicator answering the 
phone will clarify the visitor’s specific 
need and relay that to an officer as 
warranted.  

It is recommended that residents with  
routine Police Department business  
instead call or visit during the hours 
that the lobby is open to visitors. 

The Department has created a 
schedule that it believes allows the 
greatest level of peak time access 
within the funding constraints that 
resulted from changes mandated by 
911 consolidation. But the cost of 
maintaining even this level of service 
might prompt further reductions in 
hours, if that becomes necessary. 

On June 21st Swansea 
911 Calls Were 
Switched To Belleville 
On June 21st, 911 calls that had 
previously been answered by the 
Swansea dispatch center began to 
be routed instead to the Belleville 
dispatch center, where they will now 
be answered by Belleville 
telecommunicators, under an 
intergovernmental agreement. The 
Swansea Police Department will no 
longer dispatch its own officers. 

The City of Belleville hired four of the 
Village’s telecommunicators who are 
now employees of the City. The 
Village’s supervisor of dispatchers 
had previously accepted a position 
with the City of Edwardsville, and one 
of the Village’s other dispatchers had 
stepped up into that role and has now 
transferred over to the position of 
Civilian Administration Supervisor. As 
such she will oversee the Civilian 
Police Aides who will provide 
administrative support to officers.   

In addition to the working supervisor, 
the Village hired one new full-time 
and five new part-time Civilian Police 
Aides.  
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Village of Swansea, 1444 Boul Avenue, Swansea, 

Illinois, as a community service to our residents and 
businesses. Copyright by the Village of Swansea, 

Illinois. Reproduction, or the use,  
in any manner and without permission,  

of the content of this publication is prohibited.  
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Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:30pm Govt. Center 

 

Committee Meetings 
6:00pm Govt. Center 
Village Board Meeting 
7:30pm Govt. Center 

Swansea Park Board 
Meeting    7:00am  
Norman Lehr Center 

 

Planning and Zoning 
Board Meeting 
(if needed) 
6:00pm Govt. Center 

 

 
Chamber of  
Commerce   
Business After Hours  
FCB Bank, Swansea 
5:00-7:00 pm 

Chamber of  
Commerce Morning 
Mingle  
7:45am - 9:00am 
Recreation Center 
Fairview Heights Rec 
Center, 10025 Bunkum 

Government Center 
Closed Tue July 4th  
Refuse Collection Also Delayed 
The Swansea Government Center 
and all non-emergency services of 
the Village will be closed on Tuesday, 
July 4 for the Independence Day 
holiday.  
 

July 4th is also a holiday for Republic 
Services so the collection of refuse, 
recyclables and yard waste will all be 
delayed.  Monday’s schedule will not 
be affected, but Tuesday’s routes will 
be picked up on Wed, July 5th. The 
normal yard waste collection on 
Wednesdays will shift to Thu, July 
6th. Thursday’s trash and recyclables 
routes will be picked up on Fri, July 
7th, and the normal Friday routes will 
be picked up on Saturday, July 8th. 
 

Swansea Night at the 
Ball Park 
 
Join the Fire Department on Wed 
Sept 13th for Swansea Night at 
Busch Stadium with the Cards vs the 
Reds for a scheduled start at 7:15pm.  
The Department’s Color Guard will 
present the Colors for the National 
Anthem before the start of the game. 
The cost is $20 per ticket with part of 
that price going to support the 
Department. Call Jason Whitaker at 
618-979-8795 or Kody Koudelka at 
618-779-5706, or stop by Fire Station 
#2 at 144 Huntwood Road during 
normal office hours to buy tickets. A 
limited number are available so buy 
early. 

 

Farmer’s Market  
11:00am - 3:00pm 
Rural King Parking Lot 
 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center - New 
members & visitors 
welcome 

Farmer’s Market  
11:00am - 3:00pm 
Rural King Parking Lot 
 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center - New 
members & visitors 
welcome 

Farmer’s Market  
11:00am - 3:00pm 
Rural King Parking Lot 
 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center - New 
members & visitors 
welcome 

Farmer’s Market  
11:00am - 3:00pm 
Rural King Parking Lot 
 

Swansea Rotary Club 
7:30am - 8:30am; 
Thompson Center - New 
members & visitors 
welcome  

  30   31 

Independence Day 
Holiday 

Govt Center Closed 

HAPPY 

4th OF 

JULY! 
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    ◄    Accepting New Patients 
◄    New Extended Hours 

618.236.0501 
Emergency # 618.632.0501 

www.cornerstonedentistry.net 
 

4121 Old Collinsville Road 
Swansea, IL  62226 

Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S. 
Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S. 

 

Todd & Marks 
Auto Repair, Inc. 

 
1219 Caseyville Avenue 

Swansea, IL  62226 
 

Phone (618) 233-9923 
 

 
www.toddandmarksauto.com 

toddandmarksauto@att.net 

 

Swansea Improvement Association 

Hall For Rent 
Weddings  ●  Anniversaries  ●  Meetings 

Accommodate up to 300 people 

277-6331 
216 Service Street, Swansea, Illinois 

Swansea Fish Stand 222-7171 

Fish Fry Every Friday 

Chicken Special Every Saturday, 11:00am - 8:00pm 

 

 Daily Drink 

Specials 

 Illinois Gaming 

Available 

 Gun Raffle Monthly 

 

Farmer’s Market Offers 
Senior Coupons 
Starting July 21st   
 

It’s July and like everything else, the 
Swansea Farmer’s Market is ‘heating 
up’. Their unique crops and crafts are 
even more in abundance. And there 
is nothing like FRESH produce.   

The Market is open every Thursday, 
rain or shine, from 11:00 am until 
3:00 p.m., on the parking lot of Rural 
King, 2801 N. Illinois St., in Swansea. 

And now they will be offering Senior 
Coupons to those 60 and older. The 
coupons are good for $21 of free 
produce and should be available 
starting on July 13th.  So come out 
and see what the Market has to offer 
and perhaps grab a bite to eat.  Each 
week they serve up something good.  

For additional information, contact 
swanseafarmersmarket@yahoo.com, 
call Norm Geolat 978-8753, or visit  
Facebook as Swansea Farmers.  

BRINGING THE HELP  

YOU NEED TO THE  

HOME YOU LOVE  

SINCE 1918 

618-236-5800     |     1-800-HOMECARE 
Located at 7 Executive Woods, in SWANSEA!    

Ask for SIVNA by name! 
To learn more about us visit: www.sivna.com 

Southwestern Illinois Visiting Nurse Association  

Tour de Belleville Takes 
July 14th Tour Through 
Swansea As Well 
 

As it does every year, the 12th 
annual Tour de Belleville will also 
pass through the Village of Swansea.  
Riders who choose to take the longer 
of two routes will cross 17th Street 
into Swansea on Belle, turn south 
onto 16th Street, east onto Roger 
and then south onto Kinsella. Riders 
will cross Morgan to the intersection 
of Kinsella with Caseyville Avenue 
and then turn east onto Caseyville, 
following it past Melvin Price Park 
and into Belleville. 

As a night time ride, the 
first cyclists leave Union 
United Methodist Church 
at 721 E. Main St. in 
Belleville at 8:30pm. The 
event is supposed to 
conclude by 11:30pm. 

Those residents who 
have lived in this area of 
Swansea for awhile know 
that access to and from 
their homes might be 
limited at times because 
of the ride. Many use the 
event to stay in, host a 
‘watch party’, and to 
cheer on riders as they 
pass by their homes.   

Other residents who 
might normally drive 
through this area may 
want to consider an 
alternate route that Friday 
evening because traffic 

on North 17th Street and Morgan 
Avenue will be halted periodically to 
let riders pass.  Traffic on the actual 
streets used by the ride will also be 
significantly affected. 

Those who want to join in the fun can 
register on-line at  http://
tourdebelleville.com/.  The fee is $16 
per rider in advance and includes a T
-shirt and water bottle while supplies 
last. T-Shirts can be picked up at 
Belleville Parks & Recreation 
Building, 510 West Main Street, 
Belleville IL until 12:00p.m. on Friday, 
July 14th. Riders can also register in 
person at the Park & Rec office. 

SHOP SWANSEA!SHOP SWANSEA!  
Sales Tax You Spend Sales Tax You Spend 

Here, Stays HereHere, Stays Here  

Swansea Applies for 
TAP Grant for Possible 
Trail on Boul Avenue 
 

On June 19th the Village applied for 
funding under the Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) for a 
possible trail project along the 
northern edge of Boul Avenue.   

If awarded the Federal funding, the 
Village plans to seek additional 
funding through the Metro East Park 
and Recreation District as well as the 
St. Clair County Transit District. 
Combining those three sources with 
funds from the Village would make 
the trail project feasible. 

The trail as proposed would follow 
Boul Avenue along its northern side, 
from High Mount School to the 
property behind Cholula's Mexican 
Restaurant (the former Dairy Queen 
building). The property behind the 
restaurant is owned by the Transit 
District and has been suggested as a 
site for a new park that would act as 
a trailhead for the MetroBikeLink trail. 
The new Boul Avenue trail would 
therefore be connected to the 

Sparkle Car Wash 
Coming to Swansea 
 

The Village Board of Trustees 
accepted the findings of fact and 
recommendation of the Swansea 
Planning & Zoning Board which will 
allow the construction of the Sparkle 
Car Wash at 4222 N. Illinois Street, 
the former location of a used car lot. 
The new business hopes to be open 
before the end of 2017. 

Using equipment from Tommy Car 
Wash Systems, the fully automatic 
facility will have a dual belt conveyor 
to move cars through the open-feel 
glass and acrylic car wash tunnel. 
Vacuums will be free for public use 
and each station will have two hoses, 
one for each side of the vehicle.     

MetroBikeLink trail as well as to a 
trail from Melvin Price Park that 
currently terminates at Boul Avenue.  

The trail would accommodate both 
pedestrians and cyclists.  It would 
greatly improve safety for school 
students who currently walk on or 
along Boul Avenue when walking to 
and from school, or to and from 
sporting events and practices at the 
Park.  

Initial estimates place the cost of the 
trail, park and connections to other 
trails at around $550,000.  Those 
same estimates would show the 
Village paying about 14% of that 
cost, with the remaining 86% split 
between the other three funding 
sources. 

 News Briefs News Briefs 
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 Jacuzzi hot tubs 

 Pacific in-ground pools 

 Viking fiberglass pools 

 Above-ground pools 

 Chemicals and supplies 

 Service for pools/hot tubs 

 

It’s never too early 
No matter what stage of life you’re in, it’s never too early to start 
planning for retirement.  Let us help you balance your need to protect 
what you have with your desire to build for the future. 

Corey Stelling 
2310 N Illinois Street 
Swansea, IL  62226 

618-416-7820 
robert.stelling@ 
countryfinancial.com 

 

We have TWO Swansea Locations,  

waiting for you!   
Come Visit Us  

Or for More Info, go to 
www.FulfordHomes.com 

 

Firework Displays in St. 
Clair County, IL  2017 
Here are just a few places where 
fireworks can be viewed around the 
area.  

 Caseyville Picnic & Fireworks - 
July 1, 2017, starting at dusk at 
Caseyville Park, 40 West 
Reynolds, in Caseyville, IL 

 Fair St. Louis - fireworks in Forest 
Park on July 2nd, 3rd, & 4th. For 
times and additional details visit 
the www.fairsaintlouis.org. Also 
check out concerts and other 
events during the fair.  

 Old Fashioned July of 4th 
Celebration, July 4, 2017, from 
4:00pm -10:00pm, at Scheve Park, 
Harnett and North 6th Streets, in 
Mascoutah, IL  

 Dupo Picnic in the Park - July 4, 
2017, starting at dusk at Dupo 
Community Park, 900 Bluffview 
Elementary Dr. in Dupo, IL 

 

Happy 4th of July!!  
Have fun and be safe.  

Village of Swansea  

News Briefs 
the General Fund, accounting for 
27.5% of the total anticipated 
revenue to that fund for the current 
fiscal year.  So if the State decided to 
further reduce the shared 
percentage, or to delay the 
distribution schedule, the impact on 
Swansea would be significant.  
Obviously, municipalities throughout 
the state are dependent upon this 
source of revenue, and it would be 
very difficult to have to replace it with 
a locally controlled alternative.   

In fact, there is little that is truly under 
‘local control’ for a non-home rule 
community like Swansea. The Village 
and other communities like it are 
considered to be “creatures of the 
state” – created by state law and 
allowed to only do what that state law 
specifically allows. So if something is 
not specifically delineated in the state 
statutes as an authorized power of 
local government, then it is not 
permitted. And if the State chooses to 
change those statutes, including how 
state collected money will be shared, 
then municipalities like Swansea 
have little recourse.  

So the failure of the Governor and 
General Assembly to come to an 

agreement on a State budget could 
be seen as having a silver lining - at 
least distributions from the LGDF 
have not been reduced. However, the 
lack of a budget agreement or a 
current stopgap spending bill means 
that other local government revenues 
that pass through the State, like 
Motor Fuel Tax, Use Tax and video 
gaming revenue, have not yet been 
appropriated. This last happened in 
2015 when those funds were held up 
until December.  

In the fiscal year that began May 1
st
, 

Swansea has budgeted revenues of 
about $340,000 from Use Tax, about 
$70,000 from video gaming, and 
about $345,000 from Motor Fuel Tax.  
So failure on the part of the State to 

“Income Tax”, continued from page 1 

 

Public Works Crew Member Dale Flach Retires 
After 40 Years of Service To Swansea 
 

For 40 years, Dale Flach worked as a laborer and equipment operator with the 
Village in the Public Works Department. At the June 5th meeting, Mayor Mike 
Leopold presented Dale with a Certificate of Appreciation, acknowledging his 
many years of service to the community.  
 
We will miss you Dale, and wish you all the best in retirement.  

 

   SUPPORTSUPPORT  

        THE REPORTTHE REPORT  
 

TO RESERVE THIS SPOT, EMAIL  
swanadmn@swanseail.org  

ADVERTISE! 

act quickly, would still impact the 
Village’s finances. Local officials are 
carefully monitoring the situation and 
expenditures to ensure the Village 
spends within its means. 

To paraphrase an observation by the 
Illinois Municipal League IML, Illinois 
municipalities have managed their 8¢ 
of each income tax dollar responsibly 
– enacting balanced budgets like 
Swansea – while the IML notes that 
the State, which keeps the remaining 
92¢ of that same income tax dollar, 
has no budget, is mired in debt, and 
is unable to pay its bills in a timely 
manner. According to the Illinois 
Comptroller, the state’s backlog of 
unpaid bills recently reached $14.5 
billion.  
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We Now Have Video Gaming 

WANT TO SEE YOUR  

SALES SOAR? 
 

ADVERTISE IN  
THE SWANSEA  
REPORT 
 

Call 234-0044 

 

 
 
Bank of 
Belleville 
runs  
June 
Sept 
Dec 
Mar 

Photos From 2017 Memorial Day Ceremony 
out the sign, they are in violation of the 
law and probably not reputable. 

You of course are not obligated to 
open your door for someone you do 
not know. Or if a solicitor of peddler 
comes to your door you have a right to 
ask to first see their registration with 
the Village of Swansea, to ensure that 
they have complied with that 
requirement.  

Report to the police department 
anyone who is not able to, or refuses 
to produce such documentation. We 
have all heard the news stories of fly-
by-night contractors who did shoddy 
work, or burglars who cased property 
by posing as a solicitor.  

Note that the Village is prevented by 
state law from requiring a license from 
specific types of ‘solicitors’. These 
include religious organizations and 
political organizations or individuals.   

 

Call to schedule an appointmentCall to schedule an appointment  

Delta Heating & Cooling    Delta Heating & Cooling    277277--  50905090  

Summer Sale - Is your A/C ready? 

$89.95 
A/C tune upA/C tune up  

Don’t lose your cool this summer!   
Let the experts ensure your  

air-conditioning is running properly and efficiently this summer 
 

It’s that time of year again.  With the 
warmer weather, it is more likely to 
find persons in your neighborhood, 
knocking on doors and selling 
products or services. 

State statutes are fairly specific in 
terms of people going door to door as 
solicitors, vendors, peddlers or 
transient merchants. While state law 
allows municipalities to regulate these  
practices to some extent, they also 
spell out the rights of the persons 
going door to door. 

In general terms, a ‘peddler’ is 
someone who tries to sell you a 
product at the door - where you 
exchange money for a product that 
you receive immediately.  A ‘solicitor’ 
instead attempts to secure an order 
from you for a product or service to be 
provided later, or solicits a donation 
from you.   

Both practices are allowed and 
regulated by the Swansea business 
code. Both must register with the 
Village, apply for and secure a license, 
pass a background check, and comply 
with the applicable rules and 
regulations.  

But if they do all that, the Village is 
obligated to issue a license to them. 
And they have a right to knock on your 
door unless you specifically indicate 
that you do not wish them to do so. 

One easy way to accomplish that is to 
post a sign on your front door similar 
to the one below. You could in fact cut 
out the one below and tape it to the 
inside of your storm door or to a 
window next to your front door. On 
seeing the sign, a reputable peddler or 
solicitor should turn around and leave 
your property without knocking. And if 
someone knocks anyway, then refuses 
to leave immediately when you point 

NO PEDDLERS.  NO SOLICITORS. 

You Can Prevent Peddlers or Solicitors From Knocking On Your Door 
On May 29th, the Village of Swansea  
once again honored those men and 
women who have served and 
sacrificed in the United States armed 
forces with a 10:00am ceremony at 
Melvin Price Memorial Park. 

Swansea resident Roger Relfe, a  
retired squadron leader with the United 
Kingdom’s Royal Air Force, once 
again served as Master of 
Ceremonies, and the Worship Team 
from the Westview Baptist Church in 
Swansea provided music under the 
direction of Anna Rankin.   

The guest speaker was Colonel Phillip 
Michael Reide, U.S. Air Force (retired). 
From Aug. 2005-Feb. 2009, Col Reide 
served as Director of Intelligence 
Headquarters Air Mobility Command at 
Scott Air Force Base, where he was 
responsible for daily intelligence 
activities supporting the AMC 
commander, staff, Tanker Airlift 
Control Center & AMC units 
worldwide, as well as chairing the 
multi-directorate AMC Threat Working 
Group. Col Reide is the recipient of the 
Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious 
Service Medal with five oak leaf 
clusters; and Air Force Expeditionary 
Medal.  

 

 

 

 

 

What does it cost to Advertise in the SWANSEA REPORT? 
 1/8 page (Business Card) at 2” high x 3.7” wide is $70.00 per month or 1.1¢ / mailbox 

 1/4 page vertical at 4.1” high x 3.7” wide is $120.00 per month or 1.9¢ / mailbox 

 1/4 page horizontal at 2” high x 7.5” wide is $120.00 per month or 1.9¢ / mailbox 

 1/2 page horizontal at 4.1” high x 7.5” wide is $ 240.00 per month or 3.8¢ / mailbox 

What is it costing you to NOT Advertise here? 



Infant seats, convertible seats, 
booster seats and high back 
booster seats! The choices can be 
endless and the regulations can 
be puzzling. Do you know the 
guidelines based on the type of 
car seat along with the child's age, 
height and weight?  
 
The American Academy of 
Pediatrics endorses parents 
keeping their children in a car 
safety seat for as long as feasible.  
 
Many parents think they have 
installed their child safety 
seat correctly, however, 
according to the CDC, 
72% of child restraint 
systems installed have 
at least one critical 
misapplication that 
could lead to a child’s 
risk of injury during a 
crash.  
 
Child Safety Seat 
Guidelines 
Always read 
and follow the 
child safety 
seat and 
vehicle 
manufacturer’s 
instructions for 
installation and 
height/weight guidelines.  
 

Newborn-12 months 

 Children under age 1 and 
weighing less than 20 pounds 
should always ride in a rear-
facing infant seat or a 
convertible seat used rear-
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VILLAGE OF SWANSEA 
CONTACT INFO 

 

Swansea Government Center 
1444 Boul Avenue 
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F 
www.swanseail.org 

 

Administration, 
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk, 
Utility Billing & Public Works 

Phone: 618-234-0044 
swanadmn@swanseail.org 

 

Building, Zoning, Permits 
Phone: 618-355-0280 
swanbnz@swanseail.org 

 

Swansea Police Department 
Emergency: 911 

Non-emergency: 618-233-8114 
swanseap@swanseail.org 

 

Swansea Fire Department 
Emergency: 911 
Engine House: 618-234-3291 

 

Village of Swansea Officials 

President: Mike Leopold 
mayor@swanseail.org 

Village Clerk Lauren O’Neill 
loneill@swanseail.org 

Treasurer John Walter 
jwalter@swanseail.org 

Trustee Matt Lanter 
mlanter@swanseail.org 

Trustee Rocky McDonald 
rmcdonald@swanseail.org 

Trustee Brian McGuire 
bmcguire@swanseail.org 

Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer 
mneumeyer@swanseail.org 

Trustee Stephen Pulley 
spulley@swanseail.org 

Trustee Brian Wells 
bwells@swanseail.org 

 

If emailing multiple officials it may be best to 
also include swanadmn@swanseail.org 
among those email addresses so staff can 
help coordinate any requested response. 

  

Age? Height? Weight? Rules For Car Seat Use Can Be Confusing: What You Need To Know 

 The lap belt should lie low 
across the upper thighs, and 
not the stomach. The shoulder 
belt should rest snugly across 
the shoulder and chest, not 
across the neck or face. 

 If the booster seat has a back, 
the top of the child’s ears 
should not be above the top of 
that back. If the booster seat 
is backless, the vehicle’s head 
restraint must be positioned 
properly. 

 

Ages 8-12 

 Children should remain in a 
belt-positioning booster seat 
until they are tall enough 
without it to properly fit in an 
adult lap/shoulder belt. 
Without the booster seat, the 
vehicle lap belt must lie low 
across the upper thighs, not 
the stomach. The shoulder 
belt should rest snugly across 
the shoulder and chest, not 
across the neck or face. 

 The child’s back and hips 
should be against the back of 
the vehicle seat, without 
slouching. 

 Knees should bend easily over 
the front edge of the vehicle 
seat with the feet flat on the 
floor. 

 

General Guidelines 

 Never install a rear-facing 
safety seat in front of an active 
airbag. 

 Rear-facing safety seats 
should recline 30-45 degrees. 

 When rear-facing, use the 

facing.  

 The child’s head must be at 
least 1 inch below the top of 
the safety seat when rear-
facing. 

 

Ages 1-4 

 Children should remain in a 
rear-facing safety seat until 
age 2, or until they are at the 
upper height or weight limit of 
the seat.  

 After age 2, or when a child 
out-grows a rear-facing safety 

seat, they may transition 
to a forward-facing 

seat with a harness 
system, and use 
that internal 
harness system 
until the upper 
height or weight 
limit is reached. 

 The top of the 
child’s ears should 
not be above the top 

of the car seat when 
forward-facing. 

 

Ages 4-8 

 When a child 
reaches the upper 

height or weight limit 
allowed by the car seat 

manufacturer for a forward-
facing safety seat with an 

internal harness system, they 
may transition to a belt-
positioning booster seat.  

 Booster seats must be used 
with the vehicle’s lap and 
shoulder belt, never just a lap 
belt. 

harness straps/slots at or 
below shoulder level. 

 When forward-facing, use the 
harness straps/slots at or 
above shoulder level. 

 Harness straps must be snug 
on the child; the harness clip 
should be at armpit level. 

 Any booster seat should be 
secured with the vehicle’s seat 
belt when not in use. They can 
become projectiles during a 
crash or sudden stop. 

 Children should ride in the 
back seat at least through age 
12. 

 No safety seat should be used 
if more than six years old or if 
past the expiration date 
stamped on the seat. 

 A used safety seat may not be 
safe unless you know the 
history of the seat and all 
labels, parts and instructions 
are present. 

 

You can schedule an appointment 
to have a car seat installed with 
one of our Child Passenger Safety 
Technicians (CPST) by calling the 
Swansea Fire Department at (618) 
234-3291.  

Household Hazardous 
Waste Collection  
 

Illinois’s first sponsored hazardous 
waste collection event in years 
swamped the neighborhoods around 
Price Park with traffic. As early as 
8:30am a line of cars on Brackett St. 
began to back up onto IL Rte. 159. 
Gilbert St. eventually did the same. 
The wait in line all day was typically 
between one and two hours. 
 

In the end, the St. Clair County 
Health Department tallied a total of 
about 900 vehicles that brought 
waste from a 1,134 households.  
While the event was supposed to end 
at 3:00pm, organizers kept it open 
until 4:00 to try to accommodate 
those in line, but eventually they had 
to turn about 450 vehicles away.  
 

While Swansea’s involvement was 
simply to allow the use of Price Park, 
the pent-up demand for collections 
like this was significant. The Police 
Department was prepared to assist 
with traffic control, but there wasn’t 
much they could effectively do. 
Drivers just needed to be patient and 
courteous, and take turns merging 
into the line at intersections. Most 
were simply thankful for a chance to 
get rid of hazardous waste they had 
been storing for years.    


