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The Village Of Swansea Partners With
Architectural Design Team To Create Old Town
Swansea Streetscape Masterplan

In March, the Village Board conducted a Qualification
Based Selection process to select a firm to create a
Masterplan for the area generally referred to as “Old
Town” Swansea. As a result of this selection process
the Village has partnered with the top ranked team,
which is led by PGAV Planners, LLC. The team
includes staff from PGAV, engineering firm
Thouvenot, Wade, and Moerchen, conservation
organization Heartlands Conservancy, and marketing
firm Novella.
The purpose of the Old Town Swansea Streetscape
Master Plan is to bring together the public, community
stakeholders, and experts to re-envision the use of
public space in Old Town Swansea. This shared
vision will be presented in a document that will guide
the implementation of the projects and ideas
generated throughout the participatory process. The
project will recommend ways to enhance the identity
of Old Town through place making and streetscape
design, enhance connectivity
throughout the area, especially
between Old Town, the Foundry
District, the Brickyard District, bike
trails, Swansea Creek, and the
MetroLink station, improve
pedestrian and bicyclist safety,
enrich resident and visitor
experience, assess parking usage,
and address residential concerns.
This plan will focus primarily on
streetscape design to re-envision
the use of public space in Old
Town Swansea. The goal of this
plan is to serve as a catalyst for
economic development within the
Old Town area by improving multimodal access to and within the
area.
The Streetscape Master Plan
effort builds on priorities and
recommendations generated
through prior planning processes,
including the 2017 Comprehensive
Plan update, the 2012 Explore
PAGE 1

Continued on Page 5...
THE SWANSEA REPORT

News Briefs
Government Center
Closed Monday May 27th
Refuse & Recycling Collection
Also Affected on May 27th

The Swansea Government Center
and all non-emergency services of
the Village will be closed on Monday,
May 27th for the Memorial Day
holiday.
Republic Services will observe
Memorial Day on Monday, May 27th
as a holiday as well.
The collection of refuse and
recyclables will shift one day for all
routes, with Monday’s refuse and
recyclables picked up on Tuesday,
Tuesday’s picked up on Wednesday,
Wednesday’s on Thursday,
Thursday’s on Friday, and Friday’s
on Saturday instead. Yard waste
collection will move from Thursday to
Friday.

Annual Refuse Stickers
Now Available At
Government Center

While most residents buy the regular
stickers under the Village’s solid
waste program for collection of the
refuse in one 33 gallon container,
some would rather not have to deal
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with those stickers on a weekly basis.
Residents therefore also have the
option of buying an annual sticker
instead, at a price of $237.56 for the
full year. The annual sticker is
permanently affixed to one 33 gallon
refuse container, and unlike the
weekly stickers, is not removed by
the collector. Instead it stays
attached during the year and allows
the collection and disposal of one
container of refuse per week for all
52 weeks of the year.
While maybe more convenient to the
resident, there is a slight cost
differential for not having to buy
stickers during the year. Fifty-two
weekly stickers at $4.32 each have
the equivalent annual cost of
$224.64, so the annual sticker adds
$12.92 to your cost of refuse
collection.
However, for some that added cost
might be worth the time saved in
buying stickers regularly. The price of
annual stickers is reduced on a pro
rata basis each week during the year
until the stickers expire on April 30,
2020. That way, someone purchasing
an annual sticker after May 1 only
pays for that portion of the year they
actually have the service.

Time Is Running Out To
Get Names Of Vets In
Memorial Day Booklet

As it does each year, when the
Village gathers on Memorial Day to
honor those who have served and
sacrificed in service to the United
States, the event will include a
booklet with the names of any
Swansea resident who is a veteran of
the Armed Services, retired or
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currently serving. To have the name
of any such person included, please
call Marilyn Neumeyer at 618-3638694 or email mlneumeyer@att.net
as soon as possible.

Make Time For
Memorial Day
Ceremony May 27th

As you plan your BBQ or the official
opening of the backyard pool,
consider taking some time out on the
morning of May 27th for Swansea’s
annual Memorial Day Ceremony.
The Village will once again honor
men and women who have served
and sacrificed in service to the United
States at the ceremony. The event
starts at 10:00 am and is held at
Melvin Price Memorial Park, 1500
Caseyville Avenue. The event
program includes the submitted
names of any Swansea resident who
is a veteran of the Armed Services,
either retired or currently serving. All
veterans as well as all residents and
the general public are invited and
encouraged to attend.

Farmers Market
Opening May 2nd

The Swansea Farmers Market will
continue with its 11th season starting
May 2nd . The market runs every
Thursday from 10 AM to 2 PM. And
is located in the parking lot of Rural
King, 2801 N. Illinois St., Swansea.
Every week, fresh local produce,
baked goods, and unique handmade
crafts will be available for sale. For
more information, contact Connie
Morriss at (618) 520-5107 or email
swanseafarmersmarket@yahoo.com.
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In Remembrance Of
Brett Korves

Brett tragically died in a motor vehicle
accident in St. Louis, while driving to
work in the early morning hours of April
4th, 2019. Brett was a 3rd generation
firefighter with the Swansea FD. His
grandfather, Dennis Tribout is a retired
Assistant Chief and Brett’s father, Jack
Korves is an active firefighter with 13
years of service thus far.
Brett was a truly dedicated firefighter
with the desire to not only help others
in their time of need, but as well as a
mentor with the fire department’s cadet
program. Brett received Swansea Fire
Fighter Of The Year in 2012.
Brett is not only mourned by his imme-

diate family, fire department family
and friends, but also his large racing
family. Brett had the greatest love for
racing. His career began when he was
a teenager racing go-karts which lead
to driving anything he could,
including a modified and latemodel dirt track
car for many
years all over the
area. It was a
love that so
many people
could see from
the moment that
they met Brett
and started talking with him.
Brett’s love for
others has truly
had an impact on
all who came into
contact with
Brett. As our department continues to
mourn over our great loss, we want to
express our thanks to our great Village for the support and love in which
they have shown and given to us.
Surviving are his: Wife: Alex (nee
Steinkoenig) Korves of St. Jacob, IL.,
whom he married October 17, 2015 in
Collinsville, IL., a Son, Brock Korves,
Parents Jack and Shelly (nee Tribout)
Korves of Swansea, IL., a Brother,
Todd and Rachelle Korves of
Swansea, IL., a Sister, Kayla and
Chris Bishop, Seattle, WA.,

parents Dennis and Kay Tribout of
Swansea, IL., Patricia Korves of Columbia, IL., Larry and Judy Hooton
of Highland, IL., Harvey Steinkoenig
of Highland, IL. and Aunts, Uncles,
Cousins and many friends.

Where Do The Flags
Come From

Ever wonder where the flags come
from that line Route 159 on various
Holidays? It's the Rotary Club of
Swansea putting them out. Donations from various businesses are
sought out and those participating
get a flag put in front of their business. The Swansea Rotary also
makes sure all the intersections
have a large presence of our Flag
represented. Pictures from left to
right are Rotarian Ed Henrichs,
Rotary President Jeff Parker, Director of Flag Program Jim Wilson
and Rotarian Tim Hammond inspecting our flags before Armed
Forces Day when the flags will be
next displayed. If you would like to
help or if interested in becoming a
member of Rotary, contact Jeff Parker at (618)980-6440.

Mother and father-in-law: Brad and
Karen Steinkoenig of Highland, IL., a
Brother-in-law Jacob (Macy Anderson)
Steinkoenig of Highland, IL., Grand-
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News Briefs
Every Business and
Non-Residential Use of
Property Must Be
Registered By May 1st
Under the requirements of
the Swansea Zoning
Code, every business,
service occupation and
home occupation - collectively known as nonresidential uses - must
register annually with the
Village. This regulation
helps ensure that all such
uses are properly lawful in
the zoning districts within which they
operate.
The process also identifies those
businesses that are required to pay
sales tax, so that the Village has a
database of such businesses against
which it can verify tax payer information provided by the state. Since
Swansea shares zip codes with other
communities, in the past revenue that
belongs to Swansea was erroneously
paid by the State to neighboring communities - one reason that the Village

strongly recommends that businesses clearly list their location as being
in the Village of Swansea.
All businesses and organizations who
have completed the form in the past,
have been sent a new one in the mail
to the address on record, and should
have filed that new
form and paid the
$35 fee prior to April
22nd.
However, any new
business enterprise
or organization that
initiated operations
within the Village in
the last year, or
which has not previously registered
with the Village, must either contact
the Swansea Government Center to
secure and submit an application, or
download the form from the Village
website at www.swanseail.org, and
complete and return it to the Government Center with the required fee.
The annual fee was only $35.00 for
this registration, but late registration
increases that fee to $110.00 ($35.00
+ $75.00).

Burning of Landscape
Waste Ending May
15th
Swansea ordinances restrict the
burning of landscape waste to specific time frames in Spring and Fall. For
2019 the Spring ‘burn’ season begins
March 15th and ends May 15th. Residents who choose to do so may burn
landscape waste only on Wednesdays and Saturdays between those
dates, and only between the hours of
9:00am and 6:00pm. Fires should be
manned at all times and burning
should be avoided
on windy days. All
the conditions for
doing so are contained in the ordinance on the Village’s website at
www.Swanseail.org.
Burning will presume in the Fall of
2019 beginning November 1st and
ending December 15th on
Wednesdays and Saturdays only
between the hours of 9:00am to
4:00pm.

We have TWO Swansea Locations,
waiting for you!
Come Visit Us
Or for More Info, go to
www.FulfordHomes.com








Randall E. Wilson, D.D.S.

Jacuzzi hot tubs
Pacific in-ground pools
Viking fiberglass pools
Above-ground pools
Chemicals and supplies
Service for pools/hot tubs

Jeffrey C. Banker, D.D.S., M.S.
◄ Accepting New Patients
◄ New Extended Hours

618.236.0501

Emergency # 618.632.0501
www.cornerstonedentistry.net
4121 Old Collinsville Road
Swansea, IL 62226
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Swansea plan, and the Urban
Land Institute’s Technical
Assistance Panel regarding
transit-oriented development at
MetroLink stations. Common
themes throughout these three
planning efforts include a desire
for better multi-modal
connectivity, interest in
integrating the MetroLink station
with nearby development, and
improving safety for residents
and visitors traveling on foot or
by bike. The update to the
Village’s Comprehensive Plan in
2017 recommended capitalizing
on the aspects of Swansea that
residents love most: safe
neighborhoods, good highway
access, extensive bike and
walking trails, and access to the
MetroLink Station. Explore
Swansea, completed by
Heartlands Conservancy in
2012, addressed several
recommendations from the
Comprehensive Plan related to
bicycle and pedestrian
connectivity and safety. Survey
results communicated an
overwhelming desire from
residents to support alternative
modes of transportation and
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safer bike and pedestrian
connectivity. Heartlands
Conservancy engaged the public
through open houses, various
surveys, and a walking workshop.
The team’s approach for the
Masterplan includes in-person
engagement with residents, online
surveys, social media coverage, and
educational pop-up programming.
The recently completed Urban Land
Institute Technical Assistance Panel
addressed development
opportunities around the MetroLink
Station and recommended the
creation of a Master Plan that
focuses on connectivity and safety
for bicyclist and pedestrian traffic.
The focus of the Masterplan centers
on the entirety of the Old Town area
with special consideration given to
the streets and trails around the
MetroLink Station.

In the next few weeks an
engagement website will
become available and updates
on the Masterplan process will
be posted on the Swansea
Community and Economic
Development Facebook page.
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News Briefs
Swansea Senior Van

Swansea offers a senior van service that
runs Tues., Wed. and Thurs. To utilize this
service, one must be a Swansea resident,
60+ or disabled. Riders should call the
Government Center at 234-0044 the day
prior by 2:00pm to schedule a ride.
Scheduling:
Riders must call the day before by 2:00
pm to schedule a ride (Monday for
Tuesday etc.).
Be prepared to provide name, address,
and a working phone number.
Riders must provide the name, address
including suite #, and apt time for their
destination.
Riders may only request 2 destinations
per day.
6 rider's maximum per day.
Riders must be reachable by phone from
2 pm till pickup for time adjustments.

Medical appointments supersede all

other requests.
Rider will be given a card with return trip
phone (618) 779-5521.
The van doesn't go out on holidays or
the day after.
The van is not equipped for wheelchairs
or motorized carts.
Riders:
Riders are expected to be mobile and
able to enter and exit the van without
help.
NO smoking, vaping or eating on the
van. No weapons.
Rider are expected to be ready 15
minutes prior to and at their door for
pickup.
If the van does not arrive 15 minutes
AFTER your pickup time call 779-5521
for an update.
Riders that are shopping will be given a
pickup time and need to be ready and
waiting. Must be willing to help with
loading and unloading of packages.
Failure to cancel a scheduled trip or be a
no-show will result in loss of service. (2
warnings only)
Riders must maintain an acceptable
standard of personal hygiene.
Service animals are allowed for person
with disabilities.

Drivers:
Driver cannot go into appointments with
riders.
Drivers cannot enter private residences or
lock and unlock doors.
Drivers are only authorized to pick up and
drop off at location on schedule.
Drivers are not permitted to lose sight of
van. So for apartment building all
packages will be left at main door.
Drivers will use his/her discretion to judge
if a person is incapable of being
transported safely.
Drivers can cancel all appointment due to
bad weather. Riders will be notified by
phone.
Destinations:
Shop Swansea First
Belleville Walmart the first Tuesday of the
month.
Target located at159 and Frank Scott
Dollar General off 161 by 17th Street
Dollar Tree: SWANSEA only
Medical appts. in Swansea, O'Fallon,
Shiloh, Belleville, Fairview Heights only.
The van doesn’t travel to Scott Air Force
Base.
Tips are appreciated but not required.
Driver’s are volunteers.
Pickup and drop off will be at same
location.

WWW.ASHLANDSTORAGECENTERS.COM
(618) 688-0990

New Location Opening Soon: 653 Carlyle Ave, Belleville, IL 62221 (Across from BTHS East football field)
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19 Ashland Ave.
Fairview Heights, IL 62208
(Behind Krispy Kreme)
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VILLAGE OF SWANSEA
CONTACT INFO
Swansea Government Center
1444 Boul Avenue
Hours: 8:00am - 4:30pm, M-F
www.swanseail.org
Administration,
Mayor’s Office, Village Clerk,
Utility Billing & Public Works
Phone: 618-234-0044
swanadmn@swanseail.org
Building, Zoning, Permits
Phone: 618-355-0280
swanbnz@swanseail.org
Swansea Police Department
Emergency: 911
Non-emergency: 618-233-8114
swanseap@swanseail.org
Swansea Fire Department
Emergency: 911
Engine House: 618-234-3291
Village of Swansea Officials
President: Mike Leopold
mayor@swanseail.org
Village Clerk Lauren O’Neill
loneill@swanseail.org
Treasurer John Walter
jwalter@swanseail.org
Trustee Matt Lanter
mlanter@swanseail.org
Trustee Rocky McDonald
rmcdonald@swanseail.org
Trustee Brian McGuire
bmcguire@swanseail.org
Trustee Marilyn Neumeyer
mneumeyer@swanseail.org
Trustee Stephen Pulley
spulley@swanseail.org
Trustee Brian Wells
bwells@swanseail.org
If emailing multiple officials it may be best to
also include swanadmn@swanseail.org
among those email addresses so staff can
help coordinate any requested response.
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YOU NEED TO THE
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SINCE 1918

Southwestern Illinois Visiting Nurse Association
618-236-5800 | 1-800-HOMECARE

Located at 7 Executive Woods, in SWANSEA!
Ask for SIVNA by name!
To learn more about us visit: www.sivna.com
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News Briefs
Spring Rains Always
Bring The Potential
For Flooding
Spring in Swansea means the grass
is growing, flowers are blooming, and
rain is falling. While heavy rain and
flooding occur during any season of
the year, most of the major floods in
our area have occurred during the
spring and fall rains. And while only
about 60 acres in the Village of
Swansea are within the regulated
floodplain, many other areas outside
the designated floodplain are also
susceptible to flooding.
So the Village wants to remind its
residents of a few safety tips relating
to flooding:
Do not walk through flood waters.
Currents are deceptive. Six inches of
moving water can knock you off your
feet. If you must walk, use a stick to
test that ground remains under the
water ahead of you.
Do not drive through a flooded area.
More people drown in their cars than
anywhere else.

MAY 2019

Do not drive around barriers, as the
road or bridge may be washed out.
Stay away from power lines and electrical wires. The number two flood
killer after drowning is electrocution.
Report downed power lines to the
power company or 911.
Turn off all electrical circuits and gas
lines that may come in contact with
flood water.
Residents of Swansea can help minimize flooding and the resulting damage by checking with the Building
and Zoning Department prior to building on, altering, grading, or placing fill
on your property. A permit may be
required to ensure that a project is
compliant with all codes. Report any
suspected illegal building, filling, or
dumping to the Village at 618-2340044.
If your house has flooded in the past
or you fear that it may flood in the
future, talk to the Village about protecting your house or business.
There may be ways to modify your
building to minimize flood damage.
Where flooding tends to be shallow,
measures such as small floodwalls,
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regrading the yard, and flood proofing
the walls or utilities can be relatively
inexpensive. Where flooding is deep,
a building may need to be elevated.
Again, be sure to check if permits are
required before performing any work.
Even if you’re not in the mapped
floodplain, your property may be subject to flooding from local drainage. In
either case, flood insurance may be a
good investment because most
homeowners insurance policies do
not cover damage caused by surface
water flooding. Contact your property
insurance agent to see if a flood insurance policy would help you.
If you have questions about your
flood hazard you can contact the
Building and Zoning Department.
Keep Pollutants Out Of Storm Water
As a reminder don’t pour oil, grease,
pesticides, or other pollutants down
storm drains or into drainage ditches
or streams. Streams and wetlands
help moderate flooding and are habitat for fish, frogs, and other species
that provide recreation or food. Let’s
protect them and their homes.

THE SWANSEA REPORT

News Briefs
Friends of Swansea
Parks Clear Invasive
Plants and Brush

7th grade and is a member of the National Honor Society, the English Honor Society, the Science Honor Society
and the German Honor Society of
which he is the President. Patrick is an
active member of the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 52, attaining the rank
of Eagle Scout in 2015 and being
named Eagle Scout of the Year with a
class of 164 Eagle Scouts. He has
served four years as a National Youth
Leadership Training Instructor and attended several national high adventure
events including Philmont where he
was the Crew Leader for a 12 day, 121
mile expedition in the mountains of
New Mexico. Patrick served as a counselor for two years and Deputy Ranger
for two years at Camp Ondessonk. His
community involvement includes St
Clair County Youth Board, First Priority, Teen Court, Belleville Humane Society and is involved with his home
parish at St Teresa.

Exotic plants are a serious problem in our area and bush honeysuckle is perhaps the worst. It is
shade tolerant and becomes so
prevalent it makes foot travel difficult. But, the worst problem with it
is what it does to the future of the
forest. It becomes so thick that native
trees, flowers, and other plants can’t
reproduce. Gone will be our oak, hickory, walnut, cottonwood, maple, and
others. With their disappearance we
will also lose many animals as these
trees are a food source for them.
On the morning of March 23, twenty
volunteers, braved the cool temperatures to remove bush honeysuckle
between the new Government Center
and Melvin Price Park. The temperature was cold but the hearts were
warm. It only took a couple of minutes
of work to get the blood a pumpin’ and
bodies warm. It was hard work but that
didn’t stop us from having a good time
while working to improve our community. The volunteers were rewarded with
pizza and seeing the improvement they
made in a short time. Thank you to Boy
Scout Troop 52 of Wolf Branch and other volunteers. Also, thanks to Heartlands Conservancy for the use of their
tools and spreading the word, and the
Swansea Street Department for chipping the two large piles of debris!
Look for more information and pictures
on Facebook under “Friends of
Swansea Parks, Swansea, Illinois”, or
email bwells@swanseail.org.

Swansea Resident
Recently Appointed
To The Naval Academy
Steven "Patrick"
Siemonsma is
the son of Doug
and Bridget Siemonsma and
has a sister,
Kait, who is beginning her junior year at Loyola Chicago. Patrick
moved to Swansea in 2004 and attended school at Wolf Branch Elementary,
Wolf Branch Middle School and Belleville Township High School East. Patrick has been on the Honor Roll since

Contact Us Today…

One of the most long running and well
known rivalries in the history of the
United States is between the Midshipman of Annapolis and Cadets of West
Point. This rivalry will now have implications in Swansea as Patrick's across
the street neighbor, Dillion Vaupel (a
Wolf Branch/Belleville East Alumnus)
is currently finishing his second year at
West Point.

FLEUR DE LYS HOMES
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No Realtor's Fees
(314) 329-1435
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Patrick was recently appointed to the
United States Naval Academy, located
in Annapolis, MD, with aspirations of
becoming a Naval Aviator. The United
States Naval Academy receives over
16,000 applications each year. Of
those, less than 9 percent are offered
appointments to attend, one of the lowest college acceptance rates in the
country. That number is further reduced to an entering class size of
1,200. Approximately 20 percent will
not finish the four year program leaving
just 1,000 graduates.
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Swansea Community Calendar - MAY 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

10

11

Farmer’s Market
10:00am - 2:00pm
Rural King Parking Lot
Swansea Rotary Club
7:30am - 8:30am;
Thompson Center—

5

6

7

8

Committee Meetings
6:00pm Govt. Center
Village Board Meeting
7:00pm Govt. Center

12

13

14

15

9
Farmer’s Market
10:00am - 2:00pm
Rural King Parking Lot

Swansea Park Board
Meeting 7:00am
Norman Lehr Center

Swansea Rotary Club
7:30am - 8:30am;
Thompson Center—

Swansea Patriots
Meeting 8:00am
Norman Lehr Center

16

17

18

24

25

Farmer’s Market
10:00am - 2:00pm
Rural King Parking Lot
Planning and Zoning
Board Meeting
6:00pm Govt. Center

19

20

21

Swansea Rotary Club
7:30am - 8:30am;
Thompson Center—

22

Committee Meetings
6:00pm Govt. Center
Village Board Meeting
7:00pm Govt. Center

26

27

Memorial Day
Ceremony at
Mel Price Park

23

Virtual Flight of
Honor @ Moose
Lodge @ 10AM
Farmer’s Market
10:00am - 2:00pm
Rural King Parking Lot
Swansea Rotary Club
7:30am - 8:30am;
Thompson Center—

28

29

30

31

Farmer’s Market
10:00am - 2:00pm
Rural King Parking Lot
Swansea Rotary Club
7:30am - 8:30am;
Thompson Center—

Govt. Center
Closed
Memorial Day

Todd & Marks
Auto Repair, Inc.
1219 Caseyville Avenue
Swansea, IL 62226

Phone (618) 233-9923
www.toddandmarksauto.com
toddandmarksauto@att.net
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Village Of Swansea
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1444 BOUL AVENUE
SWANSEA, IL 62226

PAID

Phone: (618) 234-0044

Permit #394
Belleville, IL

www.swanseail.org

Swansea Improvement Association
216 Service Street, Swansea, IL
OPEN TO PUBLIC

Hall For Rent

Weddings
Anniversaries
 Meetings





Houses up to 300 people.
Call 277-6331 for details.
——————————

Contact Us Today…

ILLINOIS GAMING AVAILABLE
PROVIDED BY A.P. GAMING
WHERE WINNERS
GO TO PLAY!!
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every month if you want.

234-0044






Daily Drink
Specials
Gun Raffle
Monthly
Queen of Hearts
Drawing

Voted BND
Readers Choice #1
Fish Fry 5 Years
Running!!

Fish Fry Every Friday, Chicken Every
Saturday, 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Swansea Fish Stand Ph.: 222-7171

Or email swanadmn@swanseail.org

Video Gaming by J&J Ventures
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